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All library professionals gathering under one flag...

The 53rd Annual General Meeting (AGM) of SLLA was held on 22nd of June 2013 at the Sri Lanka
Foundation Institute, Colombo. Mr.Wasantha Ekanayake, Secretary of Ministry of Cultural Affairs was the
Chief Guest and Prof. Ranjith Senaratne, Vice Chairman, UGC and Chairman, NILIS was the Guest of
Honour at the inauguration ceremony. A large number of LIS professionals participated at the colorful
ceremony. In addition to the impressive addresses delivered by the Chief Guest and the Guest of Honour,

presentation of awards and certificates were also held at the inaugural session.

NILIS RECEIVES THE SLLA AWARD
OF EXCELLENCE

At the 53rd AGM, NILIS, University of Colombo
was awarded the <2013 SLLA Award of Excellence’
for its unique contribution to the LIS education and
training in Sri Lanka. Provision of postgraduate
studies for SLLA Associateship holders is one of the
many new features introduced by NILIS recently.

SLLA Life Membership

SLLA at its Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM) held on 12.10. 2013 at Industrial Technology Institute
(IT1) Auditorium decided to award SLLA Life Membership using the following Criterion. SLLA extends its
thanks and deep appreciation to all senior members who helped to resolve the life membership issue in a
professional and amicable manner.

(a) Category 1: SLLA senior members who had been active participants of the Association prior to the
SLLA Act No. 20 of 1974 was enacted, irrespective of their qualifications and the membership category
will be eligible for Life Membership withouta Membership Fee.

(b) Category 2: SLLA Senior Members with 20 years of continuous membership after obtaining the
SLLA Associateship will be eligible for Life Membership without a Membership Fee.

(c) Category 3: SLLA members having 10 years of continuous Corporate Membership could apply
for Life  Membership.

SLLA is pleased to announce that in March 2014, it has awarded the first batch of life membership under
the new criterion.
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The Asia Foundation’s Books for Asia Program in
partnership with the Sri  Lanka Library
Association and the National Library and
Documentation Services Board held a two day
Training program on October 24 and 25 for 110
Public Librarians from across the country.

The training program was conducted by
two senior library professionals from the National
Library of Singapore, focusing on developing and
implementing innovative library programe and
services that would strengthen the public
librarians’ knowledge and skills in designing and
applying initiatives to enhance literacy skKills,
reading habits and bilingualism among children
and youth.

Vijita de Silva Research Award

The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) is pleased to
announce the ‘Vijita de Silva Research Award’ the annual
research award for the best research in Library and
Information Science (LIS) field in Sri Lanka. The award
will offer Rs. 50,000.00 in cash with a certificate. In the
event, there are two equally good researches, both parties
will receive Rs.25,000.00 each. Details of the award
including eligibility criterion and application procedure
have already been distributed among the members of the
SLLA, which is available in the SLLA website too. SLLA
Council earnestly requests all LIS professionals to submit
their recent researches for this prestigious award. The first
Vijita de Silva Research Award will be presented at the
inauguration of the 54™ SLLA AGM in June 2014.
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New Director General of the NLDSB

Mr. W. Sunil has been appointed as the
new Director General of the National
Library and Documentation Services
Board (NLDSB) recently. He has more
than fifteen years of experience at the
NLDSB and he served as a Deputy
Director of the NLDSB prior to the
appointment as the Director General. Mr
Sunil obtained an Honours degree in
Sinhala from University of Colombo and
a Masters degree in Library and
Information Science from the University
of Malaya, Malaysia. He has been an
active member of the SLLA and is
currently  holding the position of
Education Officer of SLLA. We wish
him all success.

Workshop on CAS

SLLA Continuous professional Group 2013/14
is Organizing a workshop on Current
Awareness Service Products & Material Design
“This workshop is scheduled to be held on 28 th

NILIS Director Retires

Mr Upali Amarasiri has retired from
NILIS, University of Colombo on
23.02.2014 after serving two terms as the
Director from 2008 February. Introduction
of new courses in  Information
Management, Archival Science, ICT,
extending postgraduate education facilities
to SLLA Diploma and Associateship
holder and Kelaniya University LIS Higher
Diploma holders and senior working librarians, attracting foreign students
and students from the private sector, improving infrastructure facilities,
collaboration with foreign universities, introduction of CONL is, NILIS
consultancy services project in LIS field, laying foundation for degree
programmes in LIS, Information Management and information Audit fields,
initiating the NILIS annual research symposium are some of the major
achievements of NILIS during Mr Amarasiri’s tenure. Mr Amarasiri also
served as the President/SLLA from 2009 to 2012 and successfully conducted
the golden jubilee celebrations of the SLLA in 2010 with participation of the
President/IFLA and the Presidents of the Library Associations of SAARC
Countries. He was also instrumental in introducing an official attire/cloak for
the SLLA members and also launching the Vijita de Silva Research
Fellowship of SLLA. Mr Amarasiri earlier served as the 3 Director/Director
General of NLDSB (1989-2008) and also as the founder National Librarian
(1990-2008) of the country.

March 2014.
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Mr. Prasanna Ranaweera has been appointed as
the new Director of the National Institute of
Library and Information Sciences, (NILIS)
University of Colombo, Sri Lanka. Before
appointment to the present post, Mr.
Ranaweera was employed as a Senior Lecturer
at the same Institute. Prior to joining NILIS,
he was employed as an Asst Librarian at the

University of Sri Jayewardenepura and at the National Library of
Sri Lanka, which has enabled him to gain 22 years of professional
experience in the field. His research interests are in the areas of
information literacy skills among the University students, and
Information center management. He has published several
Journal Articles and presented a large number of conference
papers locally and internationally. His academic background
includes B.A. (Hons), Master of Arts, and Masters in Library and
Information Sciences, while also being a PhD scholar. He is a
qualified university lecturer, having successfully completed the
Certificate of Teaching in Higher Education, and also holds the
Diploma in Advanced English for Administration and Academic
Purposes from the University of Colombo.
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Mr N Amarasinghe, former Director, Sri Lanka National Library Services Board
(SLNLSB), (present NLDSB) and the founder Head, Department of Library and
Information Science, University of Kelaniya, passed away in August 2013. Mr
Amarasinghe joined the public service as an Assistant Archivist at the Department of
National Archives.Later he served at the Junior University College in Dehiwala and
Peradeniya University library. Mr Amarasinghe joined SLNLSB in 1976 as the second
Director of the organization and served till 1988. He served as the Education Officer and
a lecturer of SLLA for a long time. After leaving the SLNLSB he joined the University
of Papua New Guinea. With his demise Sri Lanka lost a pioneering bibliographer,
excellent teacher in the Library and Information Science (LIS) field and a quality
librarian.

/ . SLLA Education Programme - \ /

Revision Seminar Sri Lanka Library Review \
The SLLA annual revision seminar was . o
held on 25th January 2014 at NLDSB The SLLA is receiving the abstracts and papers for
auditorium. SLLA level 1 students the next issue of Sri Lanka Library Review, the
attached to centres in Kandy, Galle and professional journal of SLLA. The deadline for
Colombo participated at the seminar. submitting research articles is 30th April
2014.Please contact the Publication Officer on
Examinations malibrary@gmail.com or 0112-868914 for further
information
SLLA DIPLIS Level-I examinations was

held on 1st & 02nd of March 2014 at \ j
Lumbini Vidyalaya, Colombo. /
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IFLA World Library and Information Congress
80th IFLA General Conference and Assembly

16-22 August 2014, Lyon, France

Congress theme: Libraries, Citizens, Societies: Confluence for

Knowledge
More information regarding the 80th IFLA General Conference and Assembly will be
available on this website: http://www.ifla.org/conferance
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