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Covid-19 Exit Strategy for Libraries

SLLA was a partner in preparing the 'Covid-19 Exit
Strategy for Libraries in Sri Lanka' which was published
by the National Institute of Library and Information
Sciences (NILIS), University of Colombo in April this
year. National Library and Documentation Services
Board, Sri Lanka National Archives, were other partners
who joined with NILIS in this work.

Libraries are special places of public contact highly
exposed to infections in general. The total number of
libraries in Sri Lanka exceeds 8000. However, their
exposure to Covid-19 virus is different by type of
library, and contextual differences. Although the 1176
public libraries serve all social strata, there are
considerable differences in resources, staff, and
readership. Demographics vary widely among different
provinces. In this context, it would be difficult to
execute a single recommendation that applies to all.

The scope of the publication is limited to an exit
strategy from the effects of Covid-19. It proposes three
phases of exit. The period of each phase will depend on
the epidemiological data and government circulars
issued from time to time. The necessity for the
involvement of library and information professionals in
the planning and management of the disaster situation
was stressed. The document can be downloaded from
web (www.nilis.cmb.ac.lk).
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Dr. Nayana Wijayasundara, President of the Sri Lanka
Library Association (SLLA), Dr. Nadeera Rupesinghe,
Director General of the Sri Lanka National Archives,
(SLNA), Mr. W. Sunil, Director General of the National
Library and Documentation Services Board (NLDSB)
and Mr. Udaya Cabral, Head of the Conservation
Division of the NLDSB represented the partner
organizations.

Dr. Pradeepa Wijetunge, Dr. M.N. Kaumal and Dr.
Chandrika Nanayakkara from the University of
Colombo were other members of the special
publication committee. Valuable guidance on health-
related concerns are given by Professor Indika
Karunathilake, President of the Sri Lanka Medical

Association  (SLMA), Dr.
KV.C. Janaka, Consultant il 11
Physician, Sri Jayewardene i”
pura General Hospital and ;
Dr. Mahen Kothalawala. | I
Consultant  Microbiologist,

Exit Strategy

National Hospital - Kandy.  fom Covid-19

Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Acting for Libraries

Director of NILIS coordinated = in Sti Lanka

the publication process. S
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NVQ for Library Science Courses S G LLELE LS S22
President: Dr. (Ms.) N. D. Wijayasundara

Immediate Past President: Ms. S Arulanantham
President — Elect: Dr. Ruwan Gamage
Vice President: Mr. Anton D Nallathamby

SLLA is in the renewal of registration at the Tertiary and
Vocational Education Commission (TVEC) to obtain the NVQ
qualification for its courses..Thls is a necessny'f.or t.he initiation of ] G Vs M Amresclele
the process to map existing SLLA qualifications to NVQ Asst. General Secretary: Mrs. K. R. N. Harshani

Qualifications at Levels 5 and 6. Treasurer: Mrs. Varuni Gangabadaarachchi

. . L Education Officer: Dr. (Ms.) C. N. K. Alahakoon
Meanwhile, in parallel to this, the TVEC has initiated a process to Assistant Education Officer: Ms.K. N. Samanthi

incorporate the Library Sector in the National Competency pbiication Officer: Mr. M. Norman Ravikumar
Standards (NCS). When the process is complete, it is expected t0  |nformation & Public Relations Officer:
open new avenues for the staff engaged in libraries. According to  Ms. Priyadarshani Hemakumara

Fhe NVQ .C|rcular 20?9—01, staff Wlt.h long experlence'and engaged e FE A

in supervisory functions can obtain NVQ Level 5 via the Mature  p . demic Libraries: Dr. Ananda Tissa
Candidates' Route. It is equal to the Diploma offered after comaisp: mr. Upali Amarasiri

completion of Level 1 of the three-tier Diploma/Higher Diploma Government Libraries:

offered by SLLA. Ms. Sumithra Meegasmulla

. o ) ) ICLIS: Mr. M. Norman Ravikumar
On 24" June 2020, there was a meeting in this regard, with the National Library: Mr. Wijaya Premadarshana

Acting Director-General of the Tertiary and Vocational Education provincial Libraries: Mr. P B Gallaba
Commission (TVEC), Mr. JADJ. Jayalath. Dr. Ruwan Gamage, Public Libraries: Mr. Vijith Jayasinghe
President-Elect represented the SLLA and the National Institute of Special Libraries: Ms. Yamuna Weeraratne
Library and Information Sciences (NILIS), University of Colombo. School Libraries: Ms. Chandani Senerath
Dr. Namalee Suraweera, Head - Department of Library and pNominated Council Members:
Information Science, University of Kelaniya, and Ms. Thushara pr. (Ms.) Pradeepa Wijetunge
Abeysekara, Head of the Library Science Unit of the Open Ms. Shivanthi Weerasinghe

University of Sri Lanka also attended the meeting. Nominated Ex-Co Members:

Dr. (Mrs) Wathmanel Seneviratne

Online Lectures for HDIPLIS SLEEAIS e kS

Due to the lockdown of the country for COVID19 pandemic, the face-to-face classes for the Higher Diploma in
Library and Information Science (HDIPLIS) course also was suspended since 15" March 2020. The Council of the
SLLA unanimously decided to conduct lectures through online for the level Il students of the course. Online
lecture materials were prepared by calculating the remaining lectures for level Il and those were distributed
among the relevant lecturers of each and every centre to prepare the course materials. Also the lecturers were
asked to prepare the modules in Sinhala and Tamil Medium. The online materials were prepared in presentation
slides and voice recordings. These materials were uploaded by the Web Coordinator to the SLLA web page and
students were asked to access the modules via SLLA website.

In order to make the students aware of the educational updates, the Education Office of SLLA has created
Whatsapp groups for each and every level and medium of the course, and through those groups the students
have been communicated on educational matters.

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________ CONGRATULATIONS

EBhai Kahan Singh Nabha Library, Sri Guru Gobind Singh College, Chandigarh , India organized one day;
| International Webinar on ‘Information Dissemination During and After COVID19 Pandemic: Perspectives from!
ilndia and Sri Lanka’ on 4th June 2020. Sri Lankan insights were presented by Dr. Nayana Wijayasundara,;
|L|brar|an University of Sri Jayewardenepura (President, Sri Lankan Library Association) and Mr. ManUJa.
IKarunarathne Head, National Science Library and Resource Centre. i

'Dr Pradeepa Wijetunge, Librarian, University of Colombo conducted a webinar on 'Challenges imposed on.
i | Libraries by COVID-19 and the new normal service paradigm’ organized by EBSCO on 27" May 2020. i

!
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Donation by Asia Foundation to SLLA

SLLA received donation of sanitization kits from the Asia
Foundation for the use of lecturers and students following
educational programmes conducted by the SLLA. On behalf of
Mrs Dinesha de Silva Wikramanayake, the country representative
of the Asia Foundation, Mr. Anton Nallathamby (Vice-President of
the SLLA) has donated these kits to the President of SLLA Dr.
Nayana Wijayasundara, at the SLLA office. Ms. Lilamani
Amerasekara General Secretary and Dr. Ruwan Gamage,
President-Elect of the SLLA also took part in the event. These kits
are dispatched to all 06 study centers of HDIPLIS programme.

Donation of Protective Materials to NLDSB

The Asia Foundation has donated self-protective instruments and

materials worth one million rupees to the National Library and
Documentation Services Board on 10" June 2020 to distribute
among the public libraries in Colombo district. Face masks, face
shields, surgical and rubber gloves, water based and alcohol
based disinfection are some of the items donated that will help to
protect library personnel as well as readers and prevent the
spread of COVID-19. These materials will be distributed for the
public libraries in Colombo district as it has been identified as one
of the high risk areas for spreading Covid-19. Mrs. Dinesha de Silva Wikramanayake, Country Representative of
Asia Foundation presented the donation to Mr. W. Sunil, Director General of National Library and
Documentation Services Board at the library premises. Mr. Anton Nallathamby, Director- Book Programs of Asia
Foundation also participated in the event.

ICLIS 2020 Cancelled

International Conference on Library and Information Science (ICLIS) 2020 which was scheduled to be held on 25t

June, 2020 has been cancelled by taking into account the safety SLLA Publication Committee

health regulations, travel restrictions and the prevailing situation in
Mr. M.N. Ravikumar (Publication Officer)

Ms. Ruwini Kodikara

the country due to COVID19 outbreak. However ICLIS committee
offered an opportunity for the authors who submitted full papers to

the conference to publish their articles in Sri Lanka Library Review. Dr. Ruwan Gamage

Dr. G.R. Padmasiri
Ms. Thanuja Ranawella

I We thank all Council members, SLLA members and SLLA office :
E staff for the valuable support rendered in releasing four successful
' issues of SLLA Newsletter for the executive year 2019/20 '| Ms. Givon Yanika Nandasena
5 i| Ms. D.G.S. Malkanthi

Mr. S. Navaneethakrishnan

If undelivered please return to:

Sri Lanka Library Association, To:
OPA Center,

275/75, Stanly Wijesundara Mawatha,

Colombo 07.
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