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Inauguration of the Diploma in Library and Information Science in Level 1 (DIPLIS I) 2018 Batch

Baticaloa Centre Visit

Inauguration of the Diploma in Library and Information Science Level 1 offered by SLLA was held on 24thMarch 2018 
at the Auditorium of the National Library and Documentation Services Board, Colombo. The President of SLLA Mrs. S. 
Arulanantham, Education Officer Mrs.K.R.N. Harshani, Assistant Education Officer Mr. S. Gunathilake, some of the lecturers 
of the DIPLIS course and centre coordinators participated in this event.

The President of the Sri Lanka Library Association delivered welcome address. Education Officer introduced the DIPLIS 
Program in her address. Students of Colombo, Galle and Kandy centres and also students who wish to follow distance 
course also participated in the Inauguration ceremony.

SLLA Council Members Mrs. S. Arulalantham (President) and Mrs. K.R.N. Harshani (Education Officer) visited the Baticaloa 
Centre on 18th February 2018. The main objective of this visit was to meet the students who are following the Diploma 
in Library & Information Science (DIPLIS) offered by SLLA and also the teaching staff of the DIPLIS course in the Baticaloa 
Centre.  This was the third visit made by the office bearers to identify the problems faced by the students and lecturers 
with regard to infra-structure facilities, problems regarding teaching and learning activities. Discussions with students 
and staff were held separately and there was active participation by both students and teaching staff.  Mr. N. Ravikumar 
(Centre Coordinator) coordinated this event.
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IN THIS ISSUE

News	 	 								 01,	02,	05,	06,	08,		 	 SLLA	Council	&	Executive	Committee	Members						02																							
SLLA Strategic Plan              03-04                                       In Focus               07-08

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THIS ISSUE 
Group Activities              01-02            SLLA Council & Executive Committee Members    02            
SLLA Strategic Plan           03-04,  06             In Focus                                                               08            News    02, 04, 05- 07        
        

Sri Lanka Library Association, Organisation of Professional Associations, Sri Lanka,  275/75, Stanely Wijesundara Mawatha, Colombo 07, Sri Lanka, Tel/Fax: ++94-11-2589103, Email: slla@sltnet.lk 
The SLLA Newsletter is published quarterly by the Sri Lanka Library Association. 

An e-copy of this Newsletter is available at http://www.slla.org.lk/ 
 

 
 

GROUP ACTIVITIES 

   

  

 

A Regional Workshop on Using Social Media Networks and Google Apps to Provide  
Effective Library Services 

 A regional workshop was organized by the IT committee of SLLA on ‘Using Social Media Networks and 
Google Apps to Provide Effective Library Services’ for public librarians in Eastern Province on 04th May 2017 
at Computer Resource Centre, Batticaloa.  There were 43 public librarians participated in the workshop from 
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Kalmunai. Senior Assistant Librarians of Eastern University, Sri Lanka, Mr. M.N. 
Ravikumar and  Mr. T. Ramanan, served as  resource persons for  this workshop.  
 

 

 A Workshop on Information Searching from Internet for Government Librarians 

 The Government Library group of SLLA and NILIS (University 
of Colombo) organized a workshop on ‘Information 
Searching from Internet for Government Librarians’. This 
program was held on 08th May, 2017 at the National 
Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS), 
University of Colombo, with the participation of 27 
librarians from Government & Local Government 
institutions.  
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SLLA COUNCIL MEMBERS 2017/2018.

President: Mrs. S. Arulanantham*
President Elect: Dr. (Mrs.) N.D. Wijayasundara*
Immediate Past President: Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge*
Vice President: Dr. R.C.G. Gamage*
General Secretary: Ms. L. Amerasekera*
Asst. General Secretary: Mrs. I.M. Katipearachchi*
Treasurer: Mr. A. D. Nallathamby*
Education Officer: Mrs. K.R.N. Harshani*
Asst. Education Officer: Mr. K.G.S. Gunathilake*
Publications Officer: Mrs. N. D. Peiris*
Information & Public Relations Officer: 
             Ms. K.N.Samanthi*

Nominated Members for Council:
Dr. (Mrs.) W. Seneviratne 
Mr. P.B. Gallaba

Conveners of the Professional Groups:
Academic Libraries: Dr. (Ms.) C.N.K. Alahakoon 
Government Libraries: Ms. Urika Munasinghe
National Library: Mr. U. Amarasiri
Public Libraries: Mrs. V. Gangabadaarachhi
School Libraries: Mrs. Y. Geeganagamage
Special Libraries: Ms. S. Weerakoon
NACLIS Group: Dr. (Mrs.) N.D. Wijayasundara

* Executive Committee Members

Nominated Members for Executive Committee:
Mrs. D. Warnasuriya*
Mrs. S. Weerasinghe*  

(Continued from page 01)

Galle Centre Visit: Office bearers of SLLA, President Mrs. S. 
Arulanantham, President Elect Dr. (Mrs.) N. Wijayasundara and 
Education Officer Mrs. K.R.N.Harshani visited the Galle centre on 
25th of March 2018.

Mrs. Shanthi De Alwis, Administrative Secretary of SLLA from 1990 to 2018 
retired on 31st March 2018. Mrs. De Alwis, popularly known as Shanthi, 
joined SLLA in 1979 as a typist clerk. In 1990 she was appointed to the post 
of Administrative Secretary. During her long tenure, she managed the SLLA 
Office with her customary efficiency and good public relation skills. A farewell 
ceremony organized by the SLLA Council for her was held on 24.3.2018 at the 
SLLA Seminar Room. President Mrs. S. Arulanantham and former Presidents 
Mr. U. Amarasiri and Mrs. D. Andradi addressed the meeting and appreciated 
her service on behalf of the Council and the SLLA membership. Mrs. Edna 
Malkanthi spoke on behalf of the SLLA Office staff. 
We wish her a happy retirement

Farewell to Administration Sectratary of SLLA



3SLLA Newletter Vol. 34. No.03, 2018

uyck mqia;ld, lñgqj ^2016$17& fuu jevigyk hgf;a jHdmD;s 03la f;dard .;a nj;a tajd 

id¾:lj ksu fjñka mj;sk nj;a tu lñgqfõ le|jqïlre w;=re.sßh uyck mqia;ld,fha 

mqiA;ld,hdêm;sks fiõjkaÈ chisxy ñh i|yka l<dh' m<uq jHdmD;sh jk uyck mqia;ld, .Dy 

ks¾udK ie,iqï iy Pdhd rEm we;=<;a o;a; mokula ks¾udKh lsÍu hgf;a ±kg kùk uyck 

mqia;ld, f.dvke.s,s iy mqia;ld, ie,iqï 60la muK tl;= lr we;' fojk jHdmD;sh jk m<d;a 

iNd n, m%foaYhl we;s uyck mqia;ld,j, ;k;=re mqrmamdvq wOHhkh lsÍu hgf;a niakdysr 

m<df;a wod< f;dr;=re ,nd f.k we;'

f;jk jHdmD;sh jk uyck mqia;ld, lafIa;%hg wod< mqia;ld, m%ñ;s" kshuq jHjia:d tl;=jla 

±kg ilia lrñka mj;S' fï iu`. ISO, IFLA ixúOdk ksl=;a l< m%ñ;Ska fukau cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd 

uKav,h yd niakdysr m<d;a iNdfõ m%ñ;Ska o fõ' óg wu;rj fjk;a rgj, wod< wdh;k yd ixúOdk ksl=;a l< iudk 

m%ñ;Ska o /ialsrSug n,dfmdfrd;a;= fõ' fuu Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau Y%S ,xldfõ uyck mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha ixj¾Okhg 

iy kùlrkhg uy`.= w;aje,la nj chisxy ñh i|yka l<dh'

Y%S ,xldfõ mdi,a mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha úi|d.; hq;= .eg¨ rdYshla we;s nj;a" fuu .eg¨ ksrdlrKh 

fldg hym;aa" kùk mdi,a mqia;ld, fiajdjla i|yd Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.uh" cd;sl mqia;ld, 

yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav,h" NILIS wdh;kh" wOHdmk wud;HxYh" m<d;a mqia;ld, uKav, jeks 

wxY .Kkdjl ie,iqï iy.; taldnoaO m%h;akhla wjYH nj mdi,a mqia;ld, lñgqfõ ^2016$17& 

le|jqïlre pdkaokS fikr;a uy;añh iy ^2017$18& le|jqïlre huqkd .S.kf.a uy;añh i|yka 

lrhs' 

Y%S ,xldfõ mdi,a mqia;ld, i|yd m%ñ;s ud,djla ilia lsÍu iy mdi,a iy .=re mqia;ld,hdêm;ska 

i|yd wLKav jD;a;Sh ixj¾Ok jevigyka (CPD) ixúOdkh lsÍu Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau hgf;a 2016$17 mdi,a mqia;ld, 

lñgqj werUQ jHdmD;s fõ' tu jHdmD;s j¾;udk lñgqfõo iydh we;sj ±kg l%shd;aul flf¾' mdi,a mqia;ld, m%ñ;s i|yd 

we;=<;a l< hq;= m%Odk wxY ±kg y÷kdf.k we;' cd;sl mqia;ld,yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKAv,fha mdi,a mqia;ld, m%ñ;sj, 

ixfYdaOkh l< hq;= wxY o i,ld nef,a' tfiau fjk;a rgj,a .kkdjl mdi,a mqia;ld, m%ñ;s fukau IFLA iy IASL 

ixúOdkj, fï ms<sn| ks¾foaY o lñgqj úiska i,ld n,ñka isà'

´kEu ld¾hhla tluq;=j wêIaGdkYS,Sj isÿ lsÍu u.ska hym;a m%;sM, f.k fok nj mqia;ld, 

ix.ufha m<d;a mqia;ld, lñgqfõ ^2016-2017& le|jqïlre à' Ô' moauisß uy;d i|yka lrhs' Y%S 

,xldfõ m<d;a mqia;ld, fiajd i|yd wdo¾Y mqia;ld, m%{ma;shla ieliSfï ld¾hh fuu lñgqj 

Ndr f.k we;' ±kg wm rfÜ l%shd;aul jk m<d;a mqia;ld, m%{ma;s 04ysu hï hï wvqmdvq we;s 

w;r tajd ms<sn| wOHhkhla isÿ fldg jvd;a hym;a yd wdo¾Yu;a m<d;a mqia;ld, m%{ma;shla 

ilia lsÍug lñgqj wfmalaaId flf¾'

fuu`.ska ±kg l%shd;aul jk m<d;a mqia;ld, m%{ma;s ixfYdaOkh lr,Sug;a" wksl=;a m<d;a 05g w¨;ska mqia;ld, m%{ma;s 

y÷kajd§ug;a wjiaaaa:dj ie,fia' fï ms<sn|j ±kg m%Yakdj,shla u`.ska wod< m<d;a mqia;ld, uKav,j, l<uKldÍ;ajfha 

woyia ,nd f.k we;' tfiau uE;l§ meje;s m<d;a mqia;ld, fiajd iïuka;%Kfha § wod< .eg¨ ;jÿrg;a ildÉPd lr 

we;' ;ud wE; m<d;l fiajh lrk neúka lñgqfõ lghq;= iïnkaêlrKh lrk lñgq idudðl Wmd,s wurisß uy;dg 

ia;+;s lrk nj;a Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau id¾:l jQjfyd;a th rfÜ ish¨u mqia;ld, wxYj,g fukau Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, 

ix.ufha lS¾;skduhgo úYd, wdf,dalhla jk nj;a ta uy;d i|yka lf<Ah'

Y%S ,xldfõ m<d;a iNd n, m%foaYj, we;s uyck mqia;ld, i|yd fmdÿ fiajd jHjia:djla 

ilia lsÍu u`.ska ;u lñgqj ±kg úúO m<d;aj, wod< fiajd jHjia:dj, olakg ,efnk 

úIu;d yd ÿ¾j,;d u`. yrjd f.k jvd;a hym;a fmdÿ fiajd jHjia:djla ieliSug wfmalaId 

lrk nj mqia;ld, ix.ufha uyck mqia;ld, lñgqfõ ^2017$2018& le|jqïlre fld<U uyck 

mqia;ld,fha m%Odk mqia;ld,hdêm;skSs jreKS .`.nvwdrÉÑ ñh i|yka l<dh' úêu;a fmdÿ 

fiajd jHjia:djla fkdue;sùu ksid úúO m<d;a" mqia;ld,hdêm;ska n|jd .ekSfï § yd Wiia 

lsÍfï§ úúO ks¾kdhl fhdod .kakd nj;a th uyck mqia;ld, fiajdjg wys;lr f,i n,mdk 

nj;a weh i|yka l<dh'

Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha Wmdhud¾.sl ie,eiafï uq,a wÈhr id¾:lhs ^fojk fldgi&

uyck mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha ixj¾Okh iy kùlrKhg uy`.= w;aje,la

ish¨u md¾Yjj, ie,iqï iy.; taldnoaO m%h;akhla wjYHhs'

Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha lS¾;s kduhg úYd, wdf,dalhla

mqia;ld, ix.ufha yerjqï ,laIHhla

(Continued to page 04)

Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha Wmdhud¾.sl ie,eiaaaaau ^2016-2022&" 2016 jif¾ cQks ui Èh;a lrk ,§' 

j¾;udkfha fuu ie,eiau l%shd;aul ùfï m%.;sh ms<sn|j moaud nKavdrkdhl uy;añh wod< lñgqj, 

le|jqïlrejka iu`. isÿ lrk fuu idlÉPdfõ uq,a fldgi óg fmr l,dmfha m<úh' fuh wksl=;a 

lñgq le|jqïlrejka iu`. isÿ l< idlÉPdj, ixlaIsma; igykls'
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(Continued to page 03)

uyck mqia;ld, i|yd tl;= ixj¾Ok m%;sm;a;shla ieliSu ;u fojk jHmD;sh nj;a" úúO udÈ,sfha mdGlhkg fiajd 

imhk uyck mqia;ld, i|yd fun÷ tl;= ixj¾Ok m%;sm;a;shla ieliSu wNsfhda.hla nj;a th Y%S ,xldfõ ish¨u 

uyck mqia;ld,j,g m%fhdackj;a jkq we;s nj;a weh i|yka l<dh' fï i|yd wod< m¾fhaIK idys;Hh fukau ±kg 

l%shd;aul jk tl;= ixj¾Ok m%;sm;a;s wOHhkh lrk ,§' fuu jHmD;s folu ±kg ie,lsh hq;= m%udKhlg wjidk 

fldg wod< flgqïm;a ilia lr we;s nj;a weh jeäÿrg;a i|yka l<dh' Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, 

ix.ufha yerjqï ,laIHhlah hkak fmdÿ ms<s.ekSu nj;a" th id¾:lj l%shd;aul lsÍu u`.ska foaYSh mqia;ld, lafIa;%hg 

yd mqia;ld, jD;a;slhkag mq¨,a fufyhla isÿ l< yels nj;a .`.nvwdrÉÑ ñh i|yka l<dh'

le,Ksh úYajúoHd,fha mqia;ld, úoHd wxYfha fcHIaG lÓldpd¾h k§ld r;akndyq ñh äðg,a 

mqia;ld, jd;djrKh ms<sn| úfYaI lñgqfõ le|jqïlre fõ' äðg,a mqia;ld,j, jeo.;alu 

i,ld f,dalfha fndfyda rgj,a ta ta rgj,g iqúfYAIS äðg,a mqia;ld, m%;sm;a;s iïmdokh lr 

we;s nj;a" Y%S ,xldjgo tn|q m%;sm;a;s ud,djla iy äðg,a mqia;ld, jHqyhla y÷kajd§u ;u 

jHdmD;sfha wruqK nj;a r;akndyq uy;añh i|yka l<dh' 

±kg lñgqj f,dalfha fjk;a rgj, äðg,a mqia;ld, m%;sm;a;s iy jHqyhka wOHhkh lrñka 

Y%S ,xldj i|yd iqÿiq ie,eiqï ilia lrñka isà' ;u fojk jHdmD;sh jk mqia;ld, uDÿldx. ms<sn| foaYSSh NdIdj,ska 

m%ldYkhla m< lsÍfï m%Odk fya;=j mqia;ld, iajhxl%ShlrKh i|yd fuu uDÿldx.j, we;s ;SrKd;aul jeo.;alu;a" 

fuu úIh ms<sn|j we;eï mqia;ld,hdêm;skag we;s iSñ; wjfndaOh;a fõ' tu jHdmD;sfha lghq;= o iEfyk m%udKhla 

±kg wjika fldg we;' Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,iau id¾:l lr .ekSu i|yd ix.ufha ksrka;r kshdukh w;HdjYH nj;a" 

fuf;la wjOdkh fhduq fkdjQ ie,eiafï wfkl=;a jHdmD;s l%shd;aul lr,Sug bÈßfha§ idudðlhska Èß .ekaúh hq;= 

nj;a" weh ;jÿrg;a i|yka l<dh'

Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha mdGud,d yodrK YsIHhkaf.a wNsjDoaêh i|yd wod< wOHhk f,aLk 

isxy, yd fou< NdIdj,g mßj¾;kh lsÍu ;u lñgqfõ wNs,dYh nj tu lñgqfõ le|jqïlre 

ix.ufha wOHdmk ks,OdßkS fla' wd¾' tka' y¾IKs ñh i|yka l<dh' ix.ufha iNdm;s;=ñhf.a 

fhdackdjla wkqj wrUk ,o fuu jHdmD;sh i|yd wod< NdId ms<sn| ukd mßphla we;s 

mqia;ld,hdêm;Skaf.a iydh ,nd .ekSug woyia flf¾' wm ix.ufha ld,Sk wjYH;d ms<sônq 

flfrk iÔù f,aLkhla jk Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiaug wkql+,j ix.ufha lghq;= ilia lr 

.ekSu jeo.;a nj;a y¾IKs ñh jeäÿrg;a m%ldY lrk ,§'

Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,iqfï wdrïNl wÈhf¾ fï olajd id¾:l;ajh .ek i;=gqúh yels nj;a tys 

È.= ld,Sk id¾:l;ajh i|yd ix.ufha ish¨ úoaj;a lñgqj," ish¨u idudðlhskaf.a fukau 

by< l<ukdldß;ajfhaa wjxl Wkkaÿjla yd iduQysl m%h;akhla wjYH nj jHdmD;sfha wêlaIK 

lñgqfõ (COMAISP) le|jqïlre ä,auks j¾KiQßh ñh i|yka l<dh' ±kg uq,a wÈhr hgf;a 

werUqKq jHdmD;s 25ka 20l lghq;= wjika fjñka mj;sk nj;a" fojk wÈhr hgf;a ;j;a jHdmD;s 

15la wrUd we;s nj;a fuh úYd, id¾:l;ajhla f,i ;ud i,lk nj;a weh i|yka l<dh'

±kg isÿ flfrk jHdmD;s Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha m%Odk wxY .kkdjlu we;s jD;a;Sh .eg¨ yd wjYH;d b,lal 

lr f.k we;s nj;a ta u`.ska wod< jD;a;Sh lafIa;%j,g buy;a odhl;ajhla ,nd Èh yels nj;a weh i|yka l<dh' 

mqia;ld, ix.ufha  jD;a;Sh lghq;= fuu Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau u`.ska jvd;a by< ;,hlg f.k f.dia we;s nj;a ta 

ms<sn|j ish¨u idudðlhskag wjxlju i;=gq úh yels nj;a j¾KiQßh ñh ;jÿrg;a i|yka l<dh' 2018$19 jir ;=<§ 

±kg wrUd we;s ish¨u jHdmD;s wjidk fldg wod< lñgqj, ks¾foaY n,OdÍkag bÈßm;a lr,Sug ix.uh wfmalaId 

flf¾' fï u`.ska Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha b;sydifha m%:u jrg th foaYSh mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha wNsjDoaêh i|yd uyd 

mßudKfhka il%Shj ueÈy;a fõ' tfiau wfkl=;a jHdmD;sj,ska ix.ufha mßmd,kh Yla;su;a lr,Sug;a" th kùk úoaj;a 

jD;a;sl ixúOdkhla f,i jvd;a fyd|ska ixúOdkh lr,Sug;a n,dfmdfrd;a;= fõ' fuu cd;sl ld¾hhg iydh jk yeu 

fokdgu ;udf.a iy ;u lñgqfõ buy;a m%Yxidj ysñ jk nj j¾KiQßh ñh ;jÿrg;a i|yka l<dh'

jHdmD;sfha id¾:l;ajh i|yd ix.ufha ksrka;r kshdukh w;HdjYHhs

Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau ix.ufha ld,Sk wjYH;d ms<sìUq flrk iÔù f,aLkhla

foaYSh mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha wNsjDoaêh i|yd Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha uyd mßudK ueÈy;aùula
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Workshop on Library Automation for Teacher Librarians

Sri Lanka Library Association successfully organized a Workshop on “Library Automation for Teacher Librarians” at 
the Mahindodaya Technological Laboratory, Jaffna/Kondavil Hindu College on 15th March, 2018. The workshop was 
sponsored by Provincial Department of Education, Northern Province and coordinated by Mr. S Ketheeswaren, Senior 
Assistant Librarian, University of Jaffna. Altogether 45 participants from the school libraries functioning under the 
purview of the Provincial Department of Education, Northern Province have participated in the programmme. Mr. K. 
Selvan, Assistant Director of Education, Department of Education, Northern Province, Ms. S. Arulanantham President / 
Sri Lanka Library Association graced the event as guests. The Introductory speech was delivered by Ms. S. Arulanantham, 
Librarian, University of Jaffna. Mr. S. Ketheeswaren Senior Assistant Librarian, University of Jaffna and Mr. R. Kupeshan 
and Mrs. T. Jenan, Assistant Librarians, University of Jaffna served as resource persons.

The workshop covered many aspects of library automation including tools and computational environments required for 
automation of libraries using Koha Library system, Open source vs. proprietary / commercial library software, Machine 
Readable catalogue, Resource Description and Access (RDA). The Koha Library System was distributed to 42 computers 
in the client-server environment in the laboratory. Every participant was provided with hands on facilities on the koha 
system during their session time. In addition, they were allowed to practice on the same while in their schools and 
residence by connecting to the same koha system via a web hosting for three consecutive days. During the feedback 
session conducted at the end of the workshop participants expressed their satisfaction on the programme.
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Completion of the Sri Lanka National Bibliography (Retrospective Project)

Provincial Library Seminar

Refurbishment of National Library Building

The NLDSB held a seminar to celebrate the successful completion of its Retrospective National Bibliography project on 
13th March 2018 at the National Library. The Sri Lanka National Bibliography (Retrospective) provides bibliographic 
details of Sri Lankan publications of 225 year period from 1737 (the year printing was introduced to the country) to 1962 
(the commencement of the current Sri Lanka National Bibliography). The final volume of this momentous publication 
pertaining to 1941-1961 period was released in the event. Retrospective Bibliography project was initiated in 1992 and 
it took about 26 years to complete the massive project.  Those who contributed to the project were recognized by the 
NLDSB at this event.

A seminar on Provincial Library Services was held on 23rd February 2018 
at Sabaragamuwa Provincial Central Library, Ratnapura. It was organized 
by the Sabargamuwa Provincial Library Services Board (PLSB) and NLDSB. 
Representatives of the Provincial Library Services Boards of Sabaragamuwa, 
Central, Uva and North-Central provinces participated in the event. Dr. W. 
A. Abeysinghe, Chairman/NLDSB, Mr. W. Sunil, Director General/NLDSB and 
Mr. S. Kuruppuarachchi, acting Chairman, Sabaragamuwa PLSB addressed the 
seminar. The Keynote address of the seminar titled ‘The Provincial Library 
Service in Sri Lanka; it’s evolution and the way forward’ was delivered by  
Mr. U. Amarasiri, former Director General, NLDSB.

Presentations were made by Mr. S. Kuruppuarachchi, acting PLSB Chairman 
and Provincial Director of Education, Sabaragamuwa Province, Mr. A. 
Jayasuriya, Director Uva PLSB, Miss W. Dilrukshi, Director, North-Central PLSBs 
and a Representative of Central PLSB on the progress and challenges of the 
respective Provincial Library Services and the plans for future development. 
Three PLSBs (Central, Uva and Sabaragamuwa) have already established 
Provincial Central Libraries in newly built modern, sprawling buildings. In 
addition to the Central Library a number of other facilities including large 
auditorium with modern facilities, area for exhibition, public functions and 
seminars are also provided in the buildings. All the PLSBs have annual plans 
and some have Strategic Plans as well. Paucity of professional staff, funds are 
some of the challenges face by PLSBs at present.

Refurbishment of the National Library Building was commenced on 7th 
February 2018. Mr. S. Hettiarachchi, Secretary, Ministry of Education 
participated the inaugural ceremony of the project together with 
the senior architect of the ministry and staff of the NLDSB. A team of 
architects attached to the Ministry of Education prepared the designs 
for the refurbishment in consultation with the senior library staff of 
the NLDSB. The Rs. 250 million project is expected to be completed in 
mid 2019. The original building of the National Library of Sri Lanka was 
designed by UNESCO Consultant architect, late Prof. Michael Brawne 
in 1974 and the building work was completed in 1988. The NLDSB 
is planning to erect a new wing for the building after the current 
refurbishment project is completed.



7SLLA Newletter Vol. 34. No.03, 2018

The Department of Census and Statistics is the National 
Statistical office in Sri Lanka mainly responsible for collection and 
dissemination of statistical data requirements of the government 
especially for policy formation and decision-making and for other 
data users.

Library and Documentation Division, being one of the main 
technical divisions in the Department, plays a vital role in 
providing in the Department, plays a vital role in providing relevant 
information to enhance knowledge & of the departmental officers 
and thereby fulfilling vision & mission of the Department.

Library and Documentation division is responsible for acquiring published documents of the Department, preserving 
them and providing necessary information to Department officers, Government bodies, Government policy makers, 
researchers, university students, school students and the general public.

The Department library consists of a wide spectrum of documents containing main subject areas such as statistics, 
measuring methodologies, national accounts, inflation & price, MDG indicators, population, Education, Health, Income 
& Expenditure, poverty, Agriculture, labour force, industries, trade, sample surveys, computer technology, census 
history and global census data including sociology (general), Economic and Management and other large number of 
selected subject fields and also the special editions of census reports of United Nations which therefore can be called as 
an exclusive library among the rest.

The library has a collection of books, journals, acts, resources and CD resources at the collection DCS Library there are 
approximately 36,133 books spanning around a variety of subject areas. The library annually subscribes to foreign and 
local book titles recommended by the DCS staff.

This is fully automated library and library database to be launch shortly.

(Continued to page 08)

 
 IN FOCUS 

LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTAION DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS 
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(Continued from page 07)
LIBRARY AND DOCUMENTAION DIVISION OF THE DEPARTMENT OF CENSUS AND STATISTICS…
By accessing the digital library which functions as a part of this database, including very rare and old documents published 
in the department namely Sri Lanka’s first census “Census report 1871” and more than 400 copies including 145 statistical 
related newspaper articles and journal articles written by Dr. A.J Satharasinghe Director General of the Department Census 
and Statistics can be obtained from this database and also having the facility to download the complete copy of these 
documents. 

The Library has a depository of local newspaper articles in digital format that has been published on the subject of statistics 
since 2011.

The library also organizes 
awareness programs for school 
children regarding the function 
of the department and library 
provides information to the 
departmental officers and the 
activities of the library and its 
services.

Micro: BIT Workshop
Micro: BIT Sri Lanka user group and the Colombo Public Library have 
organized a Micro: BIT workshop on 20th January 2018 at the Children’s 
Library. Micro: BIT is a very small computer produced specially for the 
children for innovative programming. Micro: BIT user group donated 
10 Micro: BIT devices and10 books on Micro: BIT device. Micro: BIT 
user group conducted a demonstration on how to do programming 
using the device. Now Children can borrow Micro: BIT Kit and the book 
from the children’s library and can do the innovative programming.

Colombo Public Library : Mobile Library Services
On	a	request	made	by	the	Commanding	Officer,	SLAF	Station	Colombo,	the	mobile	library	unit	of	Public	Library	Colombo	
extended their service to Guwanpura Married Quarters Complex on Saturday 24th February. Once in two weeks this 
mobile unit will visit Guwanpura Welfare Shop premises car park by 1400hrs. Those who wish to collect new books or 
return	borrowed	books	can	do	so	at	this	time.	Any	special	interested	books	could	be	demanded	and	the	library	staff	will	
arrange the same on their next visit.

The concept and event 
coordination was done by 
Squadron Leader P Godage and 
the Regiment Staff of No.28 
Regiment Wing SLAF Station 
Colombo. The Chief librarian 
of Public Library, Officers and 
other ranks with their children 
attended in this event.

Mrs. Neetha Peiris – Convener                  Mrs. Dilmani Warnasuriya    Mrs. Thushari Seneviratne    

Dr. (Ms.) Champa Alahakoon          Mrs. Padma Bandaranayake                  Mr.   Subramanian Navaneethakrishnan
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