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GROUP ACTIVITIES

A Regional Workshop on Using Social Media Networks a
Effective Library Services

A regional workshop was organized by the IT committee of SLLA on ‘Using
Google Apps to Provide Effective Library Services’ for public librarians in Eastern P
at Computer Resource Centre, Batticaloa. There were 43 public librarians participated
Batticaloa, Trincomalee and Kalmunai. Senior Assistant Librarians of Eastern University, S
Ravikumar and Mr. T. Ramanan, served as resource persons for this workshop.

A Workshop on Information Searching from Internet for Government Librarians

The Government Library group of SLLA and NILIS (University
of Colombo) organized a workshop on ‘Information
Searching from Internet for Government Librarians’. This
program was held on 08™ May, 2017 at the National
Institute of Library and Information Sciences (NILIS),
University of Colombo, with the participation of 27
librarians from Government & Local Government

institutions.
(Continued to page 02)
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SLLA COUNCIL MEMBERS
2016/2017.

President: Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge*

President Elect: Mrs. S. Arulanantham™
Immediate Past President: Mrs. S. Weerasinghe*
Vice President: Mr. A. Nallathamby™*

General Secretary: Mrs. P. Bandaranayake™®
Asst. General Secretary: Mr. M. S. M. Shiham™*
Treasurer: Miss. L. Amerasekera®

Education Officer: Dr. R.C.G. Gamage*

Asst. Education Officer: Mr. H. P. Koralage®
Publications Officer: Mrs. N. Peiris*

Information & Public Relations Officer:
Miss. W. Kodituwakku™®

Nominated Members for Council:
Mrs. D. Warnasuriya

Mr. P.B. Gallaba

Conveners of the Professional Groups:
Academic Libraries: Mrs. C. Gunasekera
Government Libraries: Miss. S. Meegasmulla
National Library: Mr. N. S. J. Edirisinghe
Public Libraries: Mrs. S. Jayasinghe

School Libraries: Mrs. C. Senarath

Special Libraries: Mr. B. G. N. Kumarasinghe
NACLIS Group: Mr. T. Ramanan

Provincial Group: Mr. T.G. Padmasiri

* Executive Committee Members
Nominated Members for Executive Committee:

Dr. (Mrs.) N. D. Wijayasundera
Mrs. V. Gangabadaarachchi

Ranganathan's 5 Laws of Library Science:
1. Books are for use.
Every reader his/her book.

Every book its reader

2
3
4. Save the time of the reader.
5

A library is a growing organism.
S. R. Ranganathan

Year 2017 is 125" Birth Anniversary of
Prof. Shiyali Ramamirtham Ranganathan.
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(Continued from page 01)

A Workshop on Information Searching from Internet for

Government Librarians.....

Dr. (Mrs.) Pradeepa Wijetunga (President SLLA & Librarian of University
of Colombo), Mr Prasanna Ranaweera, Director of NILIS and the

Resource person Mr.

Neluka

Karannagoda (Assistant Librarian

/Systems), University of Colombo and Ms. Sumithra Meegasmulla
(Government Library Group Convener of SLLA & Chief Librarian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs) were present at the inauguration ceremony.
Members of Government Library Group Mrs. Dolitha Andradi, Mrs.
Yanika Nandasena and SLLA’s School Library Group convener, Mrs.
Chandani Senarath too were present.
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If you want to be a reference
librarian, you must learn to
overcome not only your shyness but

also the shyness of others!
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Seminar on Progress Review of the Implementation of the Strategic Plan (2016-2022) of
Sri Lanka Library Association

eminar organized by the COMAISP to assess the progress of the implementation of SLLA Strategic Plan was held at
he OPA Auditorium on 24.05.2017. President Dr. (Mrs.) Pradeepa Wijetunge delivering welcome address thanked
the COMAISP for organizing this important event to evaluate the progress of the Strategic Plan. She said that in the
57 year history, this is the first Strategic Plan of the SLLA, which will play a pivotal role in expanding and modernizing
the SLLA. She thanked the Conveners and the members of different groups and committees who are engaged in
executing important projects at the initial phase of implementation of the plan. While appreciating the efforts of the
COMAISP, she stressed the importance of support of the entire membership for the success of the project and the
necessity of strengthening the financial base of the SLLA.

Mr. Upali Amarasiri, Member/COMAISP and Convener/SPSDC made a presentation titled ‘SLLA Strategic Plan
(2016-22), progress of the 1% year and the plan for the 2" year’. After the presentation the Conveners or their
representative of the project teams presented the progress of the projects. According to progress reports majority
of the projects are progressing well and others too are expected to improve their performances within a short
period of time.

At the seminar the 2™ phase of the implementation of the
Strategic Plan was also discussed. It was also revealed that
COMAISP is planning to commence the 2™ phase at the
beginning of 2017/18 academic year. The President has already
written to the national and provincial library authorities to join
the project. On the invitation of the SLLA, the representatives of
the NLDSB and Dept. of Library & Information Science, University
of Kelaniya attended the seminar. SLLA has already extended an
open invitation to the entire membership requesting to take part
in the project and expects a new batch of professionals

volunteering to carry out projects in the next phase.

Mr. P. B. Gallaba, who chaired the two sessions
in the absence of Convener/COMAISP
expressed his appreciation for the contributions

made by everyone to make the seminar a
success. He mentioned that the initial phase of
the implementation of the Strategic Plan is a
huge success so far with 26 projects in progress
and invited all the Conveners and members of
the groups to work professionally to achieve
the expected targets.
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International Conference on Knowledge Resources and Library Technologies

Around 20 Sri Lankan LIS professionals presented their research findings at the
’International Conference on Knowledge Resources and Library Technologies’
held on 24" 25" February, 2017 at Barathidasan University, India.
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40 Libraries Automation Projects : Mawathagama, Kotahena and Nawalapitiya Public Libraries

are Automated with Koha

Mawathagama Pradeshiya Saba Public Library, Kotahena Public Library and Nawalapitiya Pradeshiyasaba Public
Library, are the first 3 automated public libraries under the automation project targeted to empower 40 public
libraries island wide with modern technology. These three libraries have shown the dedication and strength of their

staff members by successfully completing project targets within 3 months and inaurgurated the services to the
public.

The Project is expected uplift the quality of the library services by
adhering to the international standards. Well established Open
Source Software was used for the project to ensure the its
sustainability. Librarians are learning by practice during the project
training period by going through a vigorous self training session
with support of the Library Services of the Open University of Sri
Lanka who is the learning library technology consultancy service
provider Sri Lanka. The project is supporting 30 public libraries
which represent all districts in Sri Lanka.

Mawathagama Public Library: All staff members with administrative officers and the project team

Discussion with the Minister: The Minister of Provincial Councils and Local Government had invited the ’40
Libraries Automation Project team’ of the Open University of Sri Lanka for a discussion of the progress of the

project.
Project Coordinators Dr. W. Senevirathna, Mrs. R. Amarasekara
and Mr. H. Balasooriya (Project leader) participated in the | \

discussion. After the discussion, a situation analysis of the public r~
library sector was presented by the project team, the Hon.
Minister instructed the project team to submit a concept paper
to restructure the public library sector and to establish a model
access centre for e-books as soon as possible. The Open
University of Sri Lanka hopes to discuss this crucial ministerial
proposal with all the stake holders including the National Library
& Documentation Services Board, Prominent public librarians and

with the Sri Lanka Library Association.
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Seminar on Quality Management, 5S and File Management

Operational Manual for SLLA Office Group of the Committee on Monitoring and Assisting in the Implementation of the
Strategic Plan —COMAISP organized an awareness seminar on ‘Quality Management, 5S and File Management’ for the
Sri Lanka Library Association office staff on the 05" of June 2017.

The resource persons were Mr. H. M. P. B. Herath Management
Consultant, formerly at Sri Lanka |Institute for Development
Administration, Mrs. T. Abeysekera, Senior Research Scientist, Industrial
Technology Institute and Mrs. H.N.K. Dissanayake, Senior Assistant
Librarian, University of Peradeniya . Mr. A. Nallathamby and Mr. K. K. G.
Wijeweera represented the Committee for the Operational manual for
SLLA office group. Mrs. P. Bandaranayake, Secretary to the SLLA Council
and Executive Committee was also present. They shared their experiences
and contributed with valuable suggestions for future activities of the
Operational Manual for SLLA office group at the discussion.

Appreciation - Dr. (Ms.) Anusha Wijayaratne

Dr. (Ms.) Anusha Wijayaratne, Senior Assistant Librarian,
colleague, researcher, mentor and friend passed away on 12- *
03-2017. o

She joined the library, Open University of Sri Lanka as an Assistant Librarian in the year 2000. Dr. Anusha was
a Visakhian and graduated from the Open University of Sri Lanka in 1998 with a BSc. Second Upper in Bio
Sciences and obtained Diploma in LIS from SLLA in the same year. She completed her Masters Degree in
Library and Information Sciences from the University of Colombo, Faculty of Graduate Studies in 2004. Then
she proceeded to Malaysia to read for her Ph.D. in 2006 and completed in 2009.

She had authored many publications in refereed and peer reviewed journals and also attended many local
and foreign conferences during the past 17 years. Dr. Anusha won several reputed awards such as the Blok
Memorial scholarship for the best performance in the first and intermediate examinations at the SLLA and the
SLLA Gold Medal for the most outstanding student of the year, in 1998.

She also rendered her services as a visiting lecturer at NILIS for the Masters students of Library & Information
Sciences. She held the post of Associate member of the SLLA since 2003 and was appointed to serve in several
committees.

A courageous and dedicated academic, Dr. Anusha never gave up, and despite the illness she suffered,
managed to achieve many goals in life. Although she is no longer with us, she has left a great legacy which
shows us the way to persevere, no matter the circumstances.

May she attain the Supreme Bliss of Nibbana !
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The book written by Mr. W.R. Gamini Silva, titled @ @oa908 getmmic @9 B
eoo; Swwz ooy v’ is  an eye opener to the Library and
Information Services in Sri Lanka. It is clear and well-presented text and it sets out
to enliven the readers to understand the various types of libraries, their roles and
functions, their management and the services provides. The launching ceremony
was held on 23 March 2017 at the Auditorium, National Library and

Documentation Services Board.

SIZL. 0. MHEM ¢ BZO)

The book comprises of six chapters. The first and second chapters are on National Libraries. This chapter covers
historical development of national libraries with their services. The third chapter is on School Libraries and the
fourth chapter describes the purpose, the historical perspective and the development of Public libraries in Sri
Lanka tracing their origin from Pothgul Vihara libraries of ancient times. The chapter on special libraries is quite
significant as it deals comprehensively with twenty four special libraries in Sri Lanka. Information on networks in
specialized fields are systematically provided with accuracy.

The author of the book, Mr. Gamini De Silva is a very qualified and experienced librarian and an impressive
teacher in Library and Information Science.

GeSE O denes - by Mr. G.R. Padmasiri
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8 oo gedubnys tetdmaBm ¢T@c : ®E B w@ide gregeds - by Ms. Muditha Ankumbura

Muditha Ankumbura who is a Senior Assistant Librarian of University of the Visual and Performing Arts, Colombo and
also a cooporate member and lecturer of SLLA has published her first research book titled & e gaobos
E30EIDaD IO D& &2 e3@2e5es eI .

This book based on her studies of MSSc research in Library and
Information Science in University of Kelaniya.

This book consists of seven chapters. First part of the book discusses
the Concept of Intangible Cultural Heritage (ICH), History and
Background of studying and safeguarding of ICH in the world and Sri
Lanka as well. The second part of this book reveals the Intangible
heritage of Sri Lanka with reference to a small group of people known
as “Rodee " or "Gaadi".
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IN FOCUS

GENUMHLD CLUITHl [BIN6VSLD
Chunnakam Public Library

wmpliumentes  GLIBTL s el d8s  wmd  mafledmbs 10 SHGomr  Bmy OCstensvailsd asesienmall  LyCsad
sTenlILBSSBE. QUIFCsaoneaigd aslsmod eB@l Lf6ss Fmuulmen Hmevenod GCFwesITES BT (B
leNBIGHOMBH.  RHT  HWEVHIOUTET  &ID  (PeIIMI  SHleweT  BITVBHBIB6T — FiGdiHBlD, 2 (Bellsy, 6JIoTeney  PHul
LyCpamIBeTlsy STemIlILGSGBEI. ROUBBIGT FieeMebld GUTHIBHTVSED LITHTN BIeVHIOTEF OFUIBLGS GBS

AQueursipTevsoTaigh 1964.10.01b Hadh SCUTHDHU DTFTHIS DIFHLIT FHm. Opeled Omuiely, OCFer Ly
BTHIBIGID  HHOWTITD  SHWhEH  aUSSILUILE. b HIHOTRIH Hoidl  LIICHFHmae elmeHd  GFulub
aHUIB LI HEVSHHIL L BIBEHTLTSHID FHensll BIevshisEhTLTE0D LIfess wwoHseien — sHsvel CFWBUTL BHESLD,
Felpd, HOTEFFTT, LeHUTL (B elenjFFob@d o Hal al[haSlEmg.

QbETVSTRIH Hongl Oursielipralener &L bsd 20140 WG WeF FABUuTsd OsTewil Mol 61 CuTeT alipm
EHTUSTTSHSIONSE @@ ML wevsdJulld Geueluill L &l. RbETVESHSHer Fpliumenr Carenaluienans HHmHHB CesTam
Leiieu@mID H&HIsen &b BIVSSHHBE Senl_bHLIGILIBBE.

1. Bxfw mErevspld BHFAW yelemauTdssd Femuwb Semswibaml 2007 feHewy 2710 HaHuledmbas — Hyb-2
BI6VBTSE @b BIEVED SHIWPWTHSUIULBF FTamSD eIpmE s Ceenyalsaalill L gl

2. Up8xss waseflen ome alhsHs, LBBID HEad CHL6d FHpwenr LIalmdbs OFuilaiHemer GBTHHLOTHS
Osreni(h o WITHy HTevd CremaubuiTeienms BLTHHF CFLaSBEGHF OFulh LBIGMIIBSTE RBHTVSHHIHBE
Cardlw mmevsHEHen Fplish SpeiBaren AT elmas 20090 e auphs Ceenyeilsbasli L g.

3. Gxfw wlLHHesd WamHugs elpHBEG Oxfley OQFIWNLLG 2 6TEpTIT. & OTHT  DHIDFHID, HoMeLll
LIBV&BMEVBHHIDH(PID Qenenibgl “ Foujenr Lgeuy “ ellmsl 201310 ouewi® eupmid Gdbenyel sl L g,

4. QILEHG LISHTIHH DiH FBhd BIeVsHHBETE alhH Hevall Sewwsafleamed 201310 ewiB  aIpHIS)
Omenyelldaslil L gl

5. Bxdw ey wrh Hapelst QUIBLG CHFAW ETVE YPSUIAITHH FMLWILD, H6Va DIEDIDFHLD
@ewemipal 2007, 2009, 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014, 2015 «@u yewihseney eurdlliy 1T  lHEHIH6NT
QURHIBS Csemrellsbslill L .
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