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Human Library at Independent Square, Colombo on 6th November on 
“Sports and Exercise for Health” 
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What is the Human Library? 
The Human Library is designed to promote an inclusive way to challenge prejudice 
through social contact. 
 
Just like in a real library, a visitor to the Human Library can choose a Book from a 
range of titles. The difference is that Books are people, and reading is a conversation. 
Social contact is known to be among the best ways to challenge prejudice, and the 
Human Library enables it to flourish. The Human Library provides a safe environment 
for people to engage in conversation within a framework of respect, and with the 
permission to respectfully ask questions and share experiences. The dialogue that the 
Human Library facilitates has the potential to challenge prejudice, stigma and 
discrimination (http://humanlibraryuk.org/human-library/). 
 

 

 

  

 GROUP ACTIVITIES 
 

 

Five human books including a Senior Medical officer, Consultant physician Ayurvedic 
Medicine, Physiotherapist, Injury Manager, Tape Applicator attended this event along with 
the Council members and some members of the SLLA in despite bad weather. The staff of 
the Colombo Public Library served all attendees with a delicious hot ‘Kola Kenda’. This 
event was conducted in collaboration with the Colombo Public Library, University of 
Colombo Library and GIZ.  
 (Continued to page 03) 
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Seminar on Strategic Plan (2016-2022) of Sri Lanka Library Association 
A half a day seminar on the implementation of the SLLA Strategic Plan (2016-2022) was held on 8th February 2017 at the 
OPA auditorium. Members of the SLLA Professional groups, Committees, Special Committees appointed by the SLLA which 
are responsible for the implementation of the plan and Council members attended the seminar. The Committee of 
Monitoring and Assisting in Implementation of the Strategic Plan (COMAISP) organized the seminar. Dr. (Ms) Pradeepa 
Wijetunge, President/SLLA, inaugurated the function by lighting the traditional oil lamp with other dignitaries and also 
delivering the welcome address. She thanked COMAISP for organizing the seminar which is invaluable in discussing and 
sharing the plans and strategies in implementing the Strategic Plan. Ms. Shivanthi Weerasinghe, Immediate Past President 
and Ms. Dilmani Warnasuriya, Convener/COMAISP also addressed the inaugural session.  

 

In the main session, Mr. Upali Amarasiri (Convener/Strategic Planning & Strategic Directions Committee - 2014/16) made a 
presentation titled ‘Challenges in implementation of the SLLA Strategic Plan’ where he discussed the challenges and 
difficulties in implementation the Strategic Plan and how to overcome them. 

Then Ms. Iromi Wijesundara (Convener, Special Committee on Membership Development) presented a proposal on how 
SLLA can implement the membership drive. Ms. Harshani Dissanayake (Convener, Special Committee on preparation of an 
Operational Manual for SLLA office) made a presentation on Preparation of Operational Manual for the SLLA Office. Then 
Ms. Wathsala Kodituwakku (Convener, Information & Public Relation Committee), Ms. Sunethra Perera (Convener, Special 
Committee on Developing Digital Archives at the SLLA), Mr. Daminda Manamperi (Convener, Social Affairs Committee) 
followed with their action plans of respective Committees. Later Mr. Upali Amarasiri (Convener, Special Committee on 
Preparation Job Descriptions for SLLA Council members and Terms of Reference for the SLLA Professional Groups and 
Committees) and Mr. Punchi Banda Gallaba (Convener, Special Committee on Advocacy) made presentations on the action 
plans in implementing the Strategic Plan. 
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After each presentation a lively discussion 
took place and suggestions were made for 
further improvement of the action plans. 
Ms. Dilmani Warnasuriya (Convener/ 
COMAISP) proposed the Vote of thanks at 
the end of the seminar. 

 
 

SLLA COUNCIL MEMBERS 
2016/2017. 
President: Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge* 

President Elect: Mrs. S. Arulanantham* 

Immediate Past President: Mrs. S. Weerasinghe* 

Vice President: Mr. A. Nallathamby* 

General Secretary: Mrs. P. Bandaranayake* 

Asst. General Secretary: Mr. M. S. M. Shiham* 

Treasurer: Miss. L. Amerasekera* 

Education Officer: Dr. R.C.G. Gamage* 

Asst. Education Officer: Mr. H. P. Koralage* 

Publications Officer: Mrs. N. Peiris* 

Information & Public Relations Officer:  
Miss. W. Kodituwakku* 
 

Nominated Members for Council: 

Mrs. D. Warnasuriya 

Mr. P.B. Gallaba 

 

Conveners of the Professional Groups: 

Academic Libraries: Mrs. C. Gunasekera 

Government Libraries: Miss. S. Meegasmulla 

National Library: Mr. N. S. J. Edirisinghe 

Public Libraries: Mrs. S. Jayasinghe 

School Libraries: Mrs. C. Senarath 

Special Libraries: Mr. B. G. N. Kumarasinghe 

NACLIS Group: Mr. T. Ramanan 

Provincial: Mr. T.G. Padmasiri 

 
* Executive Committee Members 

Nominated  Members for Executive Committee: 

Dr. (Mrs.) N. D. Wijayasundera 
Mrs. V. Gangabadaarachchi 
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Inauguration  ceremony  of  Diploma  of  Library  &  Information  Science  (DIPLIS)  Programmed  offered  by  Sri  Lanka  Library 
Association was held on 25th February 2017 at the Seminar Room of National Library & Documentation Services Board. 
Acting Education Officer, Mrs, 

S.Weerasinghe, Council members and 
the teaching faculty participated in 
this event. Students registered for 
DIPLIS programmed at Colombo, 
Kandy, & Galle Centers attended. 
Jaffna, Batticaloa and Badulla centers 
held the inauguration in respective 
centers. 

 Ehyf jfty; tpQ;Qhd bg;Nshkh ghlnewp –kl;lk; 1 ,w;fhd 
Muk;g epfo;T 
Inauguration of DIPLIS Programme of SLLA: Ceremony Held at Jaffna 
 

 

 
,yq;if Ehyfr;rq;fj;jpd; aho;g;ghz epiya 
xUq;fpizg;ghsH jpUkjp nghw;nry;tp =uQ;rd; 
jiyikapy; ,lk;ngw;w ,e;epfo;tpy; aho;g;ghz 
gy;fiyf;fofj;jpd; gpujk EhyfUk; ,yq;if Ehyfr; 
rq;fj;jpd; njupTepiyj; jiytUkhd =fhe;jyl;Rkp 
mUshde;jk;> aho;g;ghz nghJEhyj;jpd; Muk;gfhy 
Ehyfuhg; gzpGupe;j jpUkjp &gtjp eluhrh> aho;g;ghz 
nghJEhyf EhyfH jpUkjp Rfe;jp rjhrpt%Hj;jp> 
Ehyftpay; tpupTiuahsHfs; jpU nr.gj;kehjd; 
jpU.K..rpd;duh[h MfpNahu; kq;fytpsf;Nfw;wp epfo;it 
Muk;gpj;J itj;jdu;. ,e;epfo;tpy; fw;ifnewpapidj; 
njhlu;tjw;Fg; gjpTnra;j khztu;fs; kw;Wk; 
tpupTiuahsu;fs; fye;Jnfhz;ldu;. 

 

 

 

,yq;if Ehyfr; rq;fj;jhy; elhj;jg;gLk; Ehyf jfty; tpQ;Qhd 

bg;Nshkh ghlnewp – kl;lk; 1 ,w;fhd Muk;g epfo;T 11-03-2017 k;jpfjp 

fhiy 9.00 kzp;f;F aho;;g;ghzk; nghJEhyf Nfl;NghH $lj;jpy; 

eilngw;wJ. 

  
Inauguration of DIPLIS Programme of SLLA: 
Ceremony Held at Colombo 
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Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau l%shd;aul lsÍu werfò 
 

Y%S ,xld mqia;ld, ix.ufha Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau ^2016-22& l%shd;aul lr,Sfï uq,a wÈhr f,i tys 
olajd we;s jHdmD;Ska 25 la l%shd;aul lr,Su" ix.ufha úoaj;a lñgq iy úfYaI lñgq u.ska wdrïN lr 
we;' fuu jHdmD;Ska nyq;rhla bÈß udi 4-8 ld,h ;=< wjika lsÍug kshñ; fõ' 
 
Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiqï iïmdokh;a" tajd ukdj l%shd;aul lr,Su;a f,dj m%Odk mqia;ld, ix.ï 
ish,a,u mdfya ;u lafIA;%hg yd idudðlhkg Wmßu fiajd iemhSu i|yd;a" ;u lghq;= kùlrKh iy 
id¾:l lr .ekSu i|yd;a fmdÿfõ wkq.ukh lrkq ,nk l%ufõoh fõ' 2016 wm ix.ufha jd¾Isl uyd 
iNdfõ§ iïu; jQ ix.ufha fuu m%:u Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau u.ska idïm%odhslj bgqlrkq ,nk jD;a;Sh 
lghq;=j,ska Tíng f.dia" mq¨,a mrdihla ;=< me;sr mj;akd foaYSh mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha .eg¨ j,g 
wduka;%Kh lr,Sug;a" tajd i|yd úi÷ï fiùug;a" ta iu.u mqia;ld, ix.uh ;jÿrg;a Yla;su;A 
lr,Sug;a wjia:dj ,nd § we;' ix.ufha úoaj;a lñgq iy úfYAI lñgq fuu wjia:dj Woafhda.su;aj 
ms<s.ekSu iy ta wkqj Wkkaÿfjka lghq;= lsÍu wkd.;h ms<sn| iqn ksñ;s fõ' 
 
fuu fM;sydisl ld¾hh i|yd ix.ufha ks,OdÍka iy úoaj;a lñgqj,g wu;rj" ta ms<sn| Wkkaÿjla 
olajk ish¨u idudðlhkg wjia:dj ,nd§u wod< wêlaIK lñgqfõ iy md,l uKav,fha wfmalaIdj 
fõ' ix.ufha jD;a;Sh lghq;=j,g M,odhs f,i odhl ùug fndfyda idudðlhka Wkkaÿjla ±lajQj o" 
fuf;la meje;s fmdÿ .eg¨jla jQfha ta i|yd meyeÈ,s" ksYaÑ; jevigykla fkdue;sùu fõ' fuu Wmdh 
ud¾.sl ie,eiau u.ska foaYSh mqia;ld, lafIa;%fha iEu wxYhlau mdfya wdjrKh flfrk mq¨,a 
jevigykla o" th l%shd;aul lr,Su i|yd hdka;%Khla iy wruqo,a o imhd we;' 
 
Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau l%shd;aul lr,Sug odhlùfuka ix.ufha fcHIaG idudðlhkg ;u yelshdjka yd 
jD;a;Sh w;a±lSï lafIa;%fha Wkak;sh i|yd ,nd§ug;a" ld,hla ;siafia meje;s .eg¨ úi§ug iydh 
ùug;a" ie,eiafï we;s ÿn,;d fmkajd § th jeäÈhqKq lr,Sug;a" fuu fiajdjka ;=<ska i;=gla iy wd;au 
;Dma;shla ,nd .ekSug;a wjia:dj ie,fia' wod< jHdmD;Ska l%shd;aul lr,Sug iydhùu u.ska ix.ufha 
wfkl=;a idudðlhkag o tu`.ska isÿjk fmdÿ hym;g wu;rj" kj ±kqu yd w;a±lSï ,nd .ekSug;a" 
cd;sl uÜgfï jHdmD;s l<ukdlrKh ms<sn| wjfndaOhla ,nd .ekSug;a" ;u jD;a;Sh iy kdhl;aj 
l=i,;d j¾Okh lr .ekSug;a wjia:dj ie,fia' 
 
Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,eiau l%shd;aul lsÍu i|yd odhl ùug leu;s idudðlhka m<uqj ie,eiau wOHhkh 
fldg ;uka iyNd.sùug leu;s wxYh" wod< Wmdh ud¾. iy ta i|yd fhdað; jevigyka y÷kd .; hq;= 
fõ' ;j;a idudðlhka 3-5 olajd ixLHdjla iys;j lñgqjla msysgqjd f.k Tjqka iu`. o idlÉPd fldg 
jHdmD;sh i|yd o< l%shdldÍ ie,eiaula ilia lr .ekSu ó<`. mshjrfõ' lñgqjg wjYH wfkl=;a 
idudðlhska yÿkd .ekSu i|yd wêlaIK lñgqfõ iydh wjYHkï ,nd .; yel'  
 
wk;=rej ;u jHdmD;sh ms<sn| flá ye|skaùula iu`. wod< l%shdldÍ ie,eiau" lñgq idudðlhka ms<sn| 

f;dr;=re" wëlaIK lñgqjg (COMAISP) bÈßm;a l<hq;= fõ' wëlaIK lñgqfõ ks¾foaY i,ld n,d 
wod< úfYaI lñgq i|yd wkque;sh ,nd §u md,l  uKav,fha ld¾hNdrh fõ' jHdmD;shg iyNd.sjk 
ish¨u lñgqj, wod< jD;a;Sh Wmfoia" u`. fmkaùï iy fjk;a iydhhka wëlaIK lñgqj u.ska iemfha' 
úfYaI{ Wmfoia fyda ;dlaIKsl iydh wjYH wjia:dj,§ tajd imhkq ,efí' Wmdh ud¾.sl ie,iqu 
l%shd;aul lsÍfï § idudðlhka ;u odhl;ajh yels;dla ÿrg .re fiajdjka f,i ,nd§u wfmalaId flf¾' 
fjk;a wjYH úhoï i|yd fuu jHdmD;sh fjkqfjka fjkalrwe;s wruqo,ska uqo,a ,nd .; yel'  ta 
i|yd wdrïNfha § whjeh f,aLkhla ilia fldg wêlaIK lñgqfõ iy md,l uKav,fha mQ¾j wkque;sh 
,nd .; hq;= fõ'  
 

fuu jHdmD;shg iïnkaOùfï lghq;=j,§ hï iydhhla wjYHkï wëlaIK lñgqfõ le|jqïlre ä,auKS 

j¾KiQßh uy;añh (dilmani1.warnasuriya@gmail.com) fyda tys idudðlhka jk Ysjka;s ùrisxy uy;añh 

(shivanthiweerasinghe@yahoo.com) fyda Wmd,s wurisß uy;d ^amarasiriupali22@gmail.com) fj;ska 
úuish yel'  
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Auspicious Start for SLLA Strategic Plan 
The SLLA Strategic Plan (2016-22) got off to a promising start with 25 projects submitted by the Professional Groups & Committees 
and Special Committees of the SLLA. All projects are drawn from different key action areas of the Strategic Plan. Majority of the 
projects have already commenced and all are expected to be completed within the next 4 to 8 months.  The under mentioned 
projects were approved by the monitoring committee (COMAISP) and SLLA Council. 
 
Projects 
National Library Group: (Convener – Mr. N. S. J. Edirisinghe) ‘Translation of 6 professional articles published in IFLA Journal on 
innovative National Library Services and Practices in 6 countries to assist in the modernization of the National Library of Sri Lanka’. 
 
Academic Library Group: (Convener – Ms. C. Gunasekara) ‘Promotion of the SLLA Membership in the Academic Library Sector’. 
 
Special Library Group: (Convener – Mr. B. G. N. Kumarasinghe) ‘Organizing a Webinar Series for the members of the Special Library 
sector for their capacity building’. 
 
Government Library Group: (Convener – Ms. S. Meegasmulla) ‘Preparation of an Operational Manual for the Government Libraries 
in Sri Lanka’.  
 
Public Library Group: (Convener – Ms. S. Jayasinghe) Project 1: ‘Develop a database on the architectural designs and photographs of 
modern Public Library buildings and interior designs’, Project 2: ‘Create a data base on library cadre vacancies of Municipal Councils, 
Urban Councils and Pradeshiya Sabhas; A pilot project covering two districts or a province’, Project 3: ‘Develop a collection of Library 
Standards, Guidelines, Legislations relevant to the Public Library sector issued by government, local government and provincial 
council authorities in Sri Lanka and the International agencies, organizations e.g. IFLA, UNESCO and other major Library Associations 
and authorities in other countries’. 
 
School Library Group: (Convener – Ms. C. Senarath) Project 1: ‘Preparation of an Operational Manual for School Libraries in Sri 
Lanka’, Project 2: ‘Conducting a series of Continuous Professional Development (CPD) programmes for School Librarians and Teacher 
Librarians’, Project 3: ‘Develop a set of Library Standards for the School Library sector in Sri Lanka’. 
 
Publication Committee: (Convener – Ms. N. Peiris) Translation of following IFLA publications in to Sinhala and Tamil. (1)‘Guidelines 
for Planning and Digitization of Rare Books and Manuscripts collections’, (2)‘IFLA School Library Guidelines’ (3) ‘IFLA Guidelines for 
Continuing Professional Development: Principles and Best Practices’,(4) ‘Statement of International Cataloguing Principles (ICP)’.  
 
Information & Public Relation Committee: (Convener – Ms. W. Kodituwakku) Project 1: ‘Launch an e-newsletter, e-mail groups to 
enhance SLLA’s Public Relation’, Project 2:  ‘Set up a Social Media group to promote SLLA and its activities’, Project 3: ‘Issue regular 
Press/media Releases on behalf of the SLLA’.  
 
Social Affairs Committee: (Convener – Mr. P. D. Manamperi) ‘Conducting training programmes on Social Media’.  
 
Provincial Library Group: (Convener – Mr. T. G. Padmasiri) ‘Formulation of a model Provincial Library Ordinance for Sri Lanka’ 
(Subject to submit a revised proposal). 
 
Special Committee on Membership Development: (Convener- Ms. I. Wijesundara) Project 1: ‘Develop a database on non-SLLA LIS 
professionals in the country’, Project 2: ‘Produce promotional posters on SLLA to use in the membership drive campaign’.  
 
Special Committee on preparing job description for SLLA Council members and Term of Reference (ToR) for SLLA Professional 
Groups and Committees’: (Convener- Mr. U. Amarasiri) Project 1: ‘Preparation of job descriptions for SLLA Council members’, 
Project 2: ‘Preparation of ToR for SLLA Professional Groups and Committees’. 
 
Special Committee on developing a digital archives at SLLA: (Convener – Ms. S. Perera) ‘Develop a Digital Archives at SLLA through 
digitizing the SLLA official records, Publications, NACLIS proceedings etc., digitizing the Acts, Circulars and other relevant documents 
pertaining to all LIS sectors in Sri Lanka and acquiring soft copies of relevant publications of UNESCO, IFLA, IASL and other leading 
Library Associations’.  
 
Special Committee on Preparation of Operation Manual for the SLLA Office: (Convener – Ms. H. Dissanayake) ‘Preparation of an 
Operation Manual for SLLA Office to enhance the productivity of the SLLA Office’. 
 
Special Committee on studying the expansion of the non-corporate membership of SLLA and Simplification of Application and 
Acceptance procedure of SLLA Associate Membership: (Convener- Dr. Mrs. N. Wijesundera) Project 1: ‘Submit proposals on how to 
expand the non-corporate membership of SLLA, Project 2:‘Make proposal to simplify the application and acceptance procedure of 
obtaining the SLLA Associate Membership’. 
 
Special Committee on Advocacy: (Convener- P.B. Gallaba) ‘Launch Advocacy Programmes on issues related to the LIS field in the 
country’. 
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 “Guru Puja” for the Teachers of SLLA 

Students of the Sri Lanka Library Association who 
sat for final examination of the Diploma Course 
felicitated the Lecturers with “Guru Puja” on 12 
November 2016 at the SLLA Auditorium. They 
offered a plaque to each lecturer and all lecturers 
offered words of advice to students to develop 
their career in the field of library and information 
science.    

 

The portrait of late Mr. N. Amarasinghe, 
former Director, Sri Lanka National Library 
Services Board (SLNLSB) (present NLDSB) was 
unveiled on 16.02.2017 at the National 
Library. Family members of late Mr. 
Amarasinghe participated at the event with 
other invited LIS professionals and the staff of 
the NLDSB. Mr. Amarasinghe served as the 
Director/SLNLSB from 1976 to 1988.  
 

  
He was the founder Head, Dept. of Library & Information Science, Kelaniya University (1973/74) and the founder 
Editor of the Ceylon National Bibliography (1962/63). He also served as the Education Officer and in the teaching 
panel of the SLLA in 1970s and 1980s. Mr. Upali Amarasiri, former Director General of NLDSB delivered the keynote 
address of the event. 
 

Unveiling of Portrait of Late Mr. N. Amarasinghe 

 

 

The Academic Libraries Group of SLLA has organized a workshop on “Stock Verification in University Libraries” on 27th 
January, 2017 at the Seminar Room of the University of Colombo Library. Mr. S. Mayadunne, Former Auditor General 
and Mrs. T. S. Jayasooriya, Bursar, University of Colombo, served as Main Resource persons of the workshop.   
 

Workshop on Stock Verification in University Libraries 

 

GROUP ACTIVITY 

  

 

The main objective of the workshop was to draft 
a policy for the UGC to adopt on Stock 
Verification in University Libraries and it was able 
to draft a policy for Stock Verification in the 
University Libraries in the evening session of the 
workshop.  There were 38 participants including 
Librarians and Senior Assistant Librarians from 14 
state Universities and 2 private institutions. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 

 Open Invitation to SLLA Membership 
The SLLA Council and COMAISP cordially solicit the support and cooperation of the SLLA membership in the implementation of the 
SLLA Strategic Plan (2016-22).As all of you are aware, the SLLA Strategic Plan which was prepared by a special committee with the 
active support of the SLLA membership was unanimously approved at the 2016 SLLA AGM.  This is the first such plan in the 57 year 
history of our association and the SLLA needs the enthusiastic support of all its members, especially those senior members with long 
experience and expertise in implementation of the plan. 
 
The Professional Groups and Committees of the SLLA are taking the initiative of implementation with the assistance of a number of 
Special Committees. Their enthusiasm and eagerness towards the project is praiseworthy as 25 projects related to the plan have 
already been launched by the above groups and committees. 
 
Those who are keen to join the project can do so in the following ways. 

a) Study the Strategic Plan, identify the Key Action Area you are interested, the relevant strategy or strategies and proposed 
action/actions from the Plan. 

b) Make certain that those have not already been selected by other groups/committees. 
c) Identify a group of members who has similar interests or the necessary expertise and enthusiasm for the identified project 

and form a Special Committee. The membership can be between 3 to 5 persons. 
d) Inform Ms. D. Warnasuriya, Convener, COMAISP (email - dilmani1.warnasuriya@gmail.com) of the composition, objectives 

and proposed Plan of Action of the committee. 
e) If you are not in a position of identifying the rest of the committee, COMAISP can assist you by proposing suitable members. 
f) The Convener/COMAISP will inform you the decision of the SLLA Council in the shortest possible time. 

The other method of joining the project is helping the Professional Groups, Committees and Special Committees who have already 
launched projects. For this purpose you may contact the respective Conveners of the groups or committees. 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 IN FOCUS  
Athurugiriya public library established in 1979 under the Athurugiriya ‘gamsaba’ (Village Council), Kaduwela Pradeshiya Sabha 
&now Kaduwela Municipal Council.The Athurugiriya Public library Operates 6 days a week. The library is providing, reader 
services such as lending library, reading room, reference section, childrens’ section, study room  facility, discussion facility, 
mobile library service, community Information service, Internet facility,  branch library facilities and play role as a community 
gathering place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Lending library has nearly 50,000 thousand books on every subject in Sinhala, 
English and Tamil languages. 
 
Reference Section’s door is open to everyone, free of change. The section 
provides a facility to read books to study room user. 
 
Childrens’ sections open to under 12 years old users. Every month, operates a 
creative activity (Athkampaya/Creative hour) to the Children members. 
 
The Kaduwela Municipality dwellers who are unable to visit the library or any 
of the branch libraries are served by the mobile library service. There are six 
mobile service points in rural areas. 
 

 
Athurugiriya Public Library launches different programs to improve reading habits of children and adults in the council area 
throughout the year and also organizes extension services. 
 
The Athurugiriya Public library was awarded 1st place as the Best Public Library -2016 in Colombo District, organized by the 
Local Government Department of Western Province and also received the same award for the years 2014 and 2015. This  
library received a special commendation award of the National Productivity Award – 2015, organized by the National 
Productivity Secretariat. 
 
 

 

   

Athurugiriya Public Library 
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 A Giant Step towards Library Automation in Sri Lanka: 30 Public Libraries Automation Project by the Open 
University of Sri Lanka funded by the World  Bank, Australian Government and the Government of Sri Lanka 

 The Sri Lankan public library sector has been stagnated with the conventional technologies introduced in 1980s and, 
starved for the leadership of the modern technology. There were individual systems working on library automation in 
an isolated manner which does not provide adequate support for the public library sector to move forward 
independently. The niche has been filled by The Open University of Sri Lanka to empower the 30 public libraries 
around the country through its automation project.  
 

 

Thirty (30) public libraries selected for the project have 
been offered the essential equipment such as a Barcode 
Scanner, a Barcode Printer, a Desktop Computer and a 
Server Computer which is customized with the KOHA 
Library Management Software (LMS) after considering the 
individual requirements of each and every library. The 
project also provides the necessary training, support and 
moral support to public library staff for the successful 
completion and maintenance of the LMS. Currently the 
librarians are working in their full strength to achieve the 
targets set by the University for the Project. Active project 
period is 4 months and at the end of the period, library is 
expected to activate their circulation function with bar-
corded electronic member cards.  
 
The Project model was developed based on the experiences gained through 10 pilot projects, which includes popular 
libraries in Sri Lanka such as the Colombo Public Library and the Kandy Public Library. Another important goal of the 
project is the exposure and the use of modern technology in libraries keeping sustainability in mind.    At present staff 
members of 30 libraries are working hard to achieve the project goal.   The project is expected to complete by the 31st 
of May 2017.  
 

 
Ceremony of Server distribution for public librarians was held on the  30th March, 2017; The photo represents 

public librarians, resource persons Dr. W. Seneviratne, Mrs. R. Amarasekara and Mr. H. Balasooriya and the 

Guest of Honours, the Vice Chancellor and the Deputy Vice Chancellor of the Open University of Sri Lanka. 

 

The project is coordinated by the 
Librarian OUSL, Dr. W. Senevirathne 
and Deputy Librarian Mrs. Ramani 
Amarasekara and the team is lead 
by Mr. Harsha Balasooriya, Senior 
Assistant Librarian (Systems). 
 
For further details of the project 
please contact No. 011 - 4285415 
 

 Naming the NILIS Auditorium as “Prof. Russell Bowden Auditorium” 
The National Institute of Library & Information Sciences 
(NILIS), University of Colombo organized a special 
ceremony on 28th January 2017, to name the NILIS 
auditorium as “Prof. Russell Bowden Auditorium”, in 
memory and appreciation of Prof. Russell Bowden’s 
services to NILIS, and to the library sector in Sri Lanka. The 
Chief Guest at the naming ceremony was His Excellency 
Mr. James Dauris, British High Commissioner to Sri Lanka. 
The Vice Chancellor, University of Colombo, Prof. L. 
Dissanayake and other distinguish invitees attended the 
event. Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge, Librarian, University of 
Colombo, delivered the keynote address and Mr. P. 
Ranaweera, Director, NILIS, proposed vote of thanks. 
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If undelivered please return to :             To : 
 

Sri Lanka Library Association 
275/75, OPA Centre 
Stanley Wijesundara Mawatha 
Colombo 07 
Sri Lanka 

 
 
 

PUBLICATION COMMITTEE 
  Mrs. Neetha Peiris – Convener  Mrs. Dilmani Warnasuriya    Mrs. Thushari Seneviratne     
  Mrs. Sunethra Kariyawasam   Mrs. Mohamed Majeed Mashroofa  Mr.   Subramanian Navaneethakrishnan 
 

Next Phase of Implementation of the SLLA Strategic Plan 
 
As the next phase of the implementation of the Strategic Plan, the SLLA is exploring the following. 
 

a) Get the involvement of the general membership of the SLLA especially senior members and former office 
bearers of SLLA who have long experience in project work and close links with SLLA 

An open invitation is sent to all SLLA members (it appears in this newsletter) inviting them to volunteer for the 
implementation phase of the Strategic Plan. They can form Special Committees and select projects from the Strategic 
Plan and inform COMAISP and obtain approval of the Council. They could also inform the COMAISP of their preferred 
area or strategies of the Strategic Plan and get its assistance to form a Special Committee. Alternatively they can join the 
existing committees, groups or special committees and help them to implement the projects. 
 

b) Get the involvement of major LIS organizations in the country 
The SLLA will solicit the support of NLDSB/National Library, NILIS, Dept. of Library & Information Science of the Kelaniya 
University, Provincial Library Services Boards, School Library Development Unit, Ministry of Education, National Colleges 
of Education, where Library & Information Science is taught and other relevant authorities to implement the Strategic 
Plan. These organizations could take on one or more projects of the Strategic Plan, particularly those relevant to their 
organization or area of work. 
 

c) Encourage LIS students to select some topics/areas of the Strategic Plan for their research work 
As certain areas of the Strategic Plan need in depth research, SLLA is keen to invite LIS students, especially those who 
follow postgraduate courses in all LIS education institutions to select some areas of the Strategic Plan as their research 
project.  
 
As indicated earlier all those who join the implementation of the Strategic Plan will receive professional assistance and 
guidance from the monitoring committee, COMAISP. In addition, expert, technical assistance too can be arranged as 
and when necessary. They can also use the funds allocated for the implementation of Strategic Plan with prior approval 
of the COMAISP and the SLLA Council. 
 
 

The Health Literature, Library and Information Services (HeLLIS Network   
Sri Lanka) organized 5 days training course and study tour at Mahidol 
University Library and knowledge Center in Thailand from 06th to 10th 
February 2017. Members of HeLLIS network, Mr. S. Premarathne (Senior 
Asst. Librarian, University of Peradeniya), Mrs. K. Murugathasan (Senior 
Asst. Librarian, University of Jaffna), Ms C. K. Gamage  (Senior Asst.  
Librarian, Institute of Indigenous Medicine, University of Colombo), Ms. T. 
Sridharan (Senior Asst. Librarian, PGIM, University of Colombo), Ms. 
Manjula (Librarian, NHS, Kaluthura), Ms. N. T. K. Narangoda (Planning & 
programmed Officer, ET & R) were attended for this study tour.  This event 
was sponsored by World Health Organization (WHO) Sri Lanka.               

Study Tour at Mahidol University Library and Knowledge Center in Thailand 
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