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President’s Message

It is my great pleasure and privilege to send this message to our membership as the newly elected
president of the SLLA for 2016-2017. SLLA has played a predominant role in the LIS education and
professional development of its membership for more than half a century. | wish to extend my
sincere appreciation and gratitude to all the Past Presidents and Council members for driving SLLA
towards its goals.

The SLLA has played a very active role not only in the national context but also in the international context by being a
member of IFLA since 1974. SLLA has always valued sustaining national librarianship and broadening the professional
horizons through information exchange at national and international domains. The strength of the SLLA is the co-
operation extended by its membership.

During the current year SLLA has planned a series of programmes not only to contribute towards the academic and
professional development of the Library and Information Professionals of the country but also to make a contribution to
the general citizens of the country fulfilling the social responsibility of the librarians. | strongly believe that the SLLA
could make a greater contribution for the sustainable development of the country through the active participation of
the membership, especially serving in the rural and underprivileged districts.

The Council and myself as the President, consider it’s our prime duty to work towards achieving the goals of the SLLA
and we are happy and proud to lead our Association in a rapidly changing and challenging environment and | am looking
forward to your continuous support. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you think that you can make a positive
contribution towards the sustainable development of the country through our Association...

- Dr. (Mrs.) Pradeepa Wijetunge PhD; FSLLA; FCILIP -

56" Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Sri Lanka
Library Association was held on 24" June 2016 at the Sri
Lanka Foundation (SLF), Colombo 07. Chief Guest, Prof.
Lakshman Dissanayake, Vice Chancellor, University of
Colombo and Guest of Honor, Mr. Keith Davies, Country
Director, British Council, Sri Lanka addressed the
gathering at the inauguration ceremony.

Prof. Lakshman Dissanayake highlighted in his guest
speech that libraries has a pivotal role to play in
empowering the citizens of the country by providing vital
information.
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SLLA COUNCIL MEMBERS
2016/2017.

President: Dr. (Mrs.) P. Wijetunge™

President Elect: Mrs. S. Arulanantham®
Immediate Past President: Mrs. S. Weerasinghe*
Vice President: Mr. A. NaIIathamby*

General Secretary: Mrs. P. Bandaranayake™
Asst. General Secretary: Mr. M. S. M. Shiham™
Treasurer: Ms. L. Amerasekera™

Education Officer: Dr. R.C.G. Gamage™

Asst. Education Officer: Mr. H. P. Koralage®
Publications Officer: Mrs. N. Peiris*

Information & Public Relations Officer:
Ms. W. Kodituwakku™®

Nominated Members for Council:
Mrs. D. Warnasuriya

Mr. P.B. Gallaba

Conveners of the Professional Groups:
Academic Libraries: Mrs. C. Gunasekera
Government Libraries: Ms. S. Meegasmulla
National Library: Mr. N. S. J. Edirisinghe
Public Libraries: Mrs. S. Jayasinghe

School Libraries: Mrs. C. Senarath

Special Libraries: Mr. B. G. N. Kumarasinghe
NACLIS Group: Mr. T. Ramanan

Provincial: Mr. T.G. Padmasiri

* Executive Committee Members

Nominated Members for Executive Committee:

Dr. (Mrs.) N. D. Wijayasundera
Mrs. V. Gangabadaarachchi
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Mr. Keith Davies, Country Director, British Council, Sri Lanka said that
there will be a mixture of both physical presence and the digital space in

contemporary libraries.

At the AGM, Ms. H.N.K. Dissanayake was awarded the “fellowship” of the
Sri Lanka Library Association. Scholarships and awards were distributed
for the academic years 2014/2015 & 2015/2016 to students who
followed the Diploma in Library & Information Science (DIPLIS) and
Course on Library Automation (COLA) conducted by Sri Lanka Library

Association.

Mrs. Harshani N.K, Dissanayake received the
“Fellowship” of Sri Lanka Library Association
at the AGM on 24" June 2016.

Awards Received for the Best Performances in the Diploma in Library & Information Science (DIPLIS)
and Course on Library Automation (COLA)

Received Gold Medal I Certificate
for the Best Student in Level I1Tof
DIPLIS
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National Conference on Library Information Science (NACLIS) 2016

Twelfth National Conference on Library & Information Science (NACLIS) 2016 was held at Sri Lanka Foundation, Colombo 07, on 23™
June 2016 on the theme of "Marching towards excellence: Contributions of LIS professionals in building a better society"”. NACLIS is an
annual event aimed at promoting professional and academic experiences among librarians and information professionals in Sri Lanka,
organized by the Sri Lanka Library Association. Chief Guest, Prof. Gunapala Nanayakkara, HRD Consultant, Ministry of Education
delivered keynote address on “Towards a cultured knowledge society”. Eleven (11)
papers were presented by Library professionals at the conference and Mrs. Deepali
Talagala was the convener of NACLIS 2016.

Papers Presented at National Conference on Library & Information Science
(NACLIS) 2016
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e The impact of libraries in international schools in the effective delivery of curricula
and student performance — M. A. N. Sarojini
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e Faculty awareness and knowledge about open access and institutional repositories:
a case study at University of Peradeniya — Chamani Gunasekera

e Information professionals for future library career in knowledge society —
Rev. Bodagama Sumana
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e Documentation of cultural heritage of Batticaloa District of Sri Lanka: With special
reference to digitization of palm leaf manuscripts - a project . - S. Santharooban,
T. Ramanan and M. N. Ravikumar

e A bibliometric assessment of research literature on Ebola virus disease based on
Scopus database - Komathy Murugathas and S. Navaneethakrishnan

e Role of libraries in achieving the sustainable development goals in Sri Lanka —
S.M.V.N.K. K.S. Wickramasinghe
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Adieu Professor Piyadasa Ranasinghe (1949-2016)

Ranasinghe Arachchige Piyadasa Ranasinghe, who died on 4 August, 2016, donned many a hat at the University of Kelaniya,
namely Senior Professor, Department of Library and Information Science, Director, Research Centre for Social Sciences, and
Director, Palm Leaf Manuscript Research Centre. He had the distinction of being the first de jure Professor of Library and
Information Science in Sri Lanka, and the first Emeritus professor in the Sri Lankan LIS profession. Apart from his expertise in his
profession, he was one of the well-known scholars in Sri Lanka who started his career as a Lecturer in the Department of
Sinhala, University of Kelaniya. Just before turning to librarianship, he had served as an Assistant Editor of the Sinhala
Dictionary where he had the rare opportunity to work under Prof. D. E. Hettiarachchi, a renowned oriental scholar and
lexicographer. His library career began in 1979 after being appointed as Assistant Librarian of the University of Sri
Jayawardenepura. In 1990 he returned to the University of Kelaniya as a Senior Assistant Librarian and the Head, Department of
Library and Information Science of the university. Thereafter there was no looking back on the cultivated path of professional
fame and achievements. He won an Australian Government Scholarship in 1992 to join the School of Information, Library and
Archival Studies of the University of New South Wales, Australia. There he earned M.Lib. Research Degree under the supervision
of highly acclaimed scholars Prof. Boyd Rayward and Dr. Jack Nelson. His thesis “Sri Lanka National Bibliography and the
Bibliographical Tradition of Sri Lanka” was accepted as the first serious research on bibliographical tradition and the
bibliographic control of Sri Lanka. He came back to serve as the Acting Librarian of the University of Kelaniya from 1994 till he
became the founder Librarian of the newly established Rajarata University of Sri Lanka in 1996. He developed the library system
in the university from the scratch. University of Kelaniya invited him in 1998 to rejoin as the Head the Department of Library
and Information Science, he had arrived at his terra firma. He nurtured the department as one of the best academic
departments of the university and done of the highly recognized library education centre in the country. Soon he was elevated
to the post of Professor and remained as the Head of the Department for more than 10 years to lead its destiny and groom his
junior colleagues. He has left his indelible footprints for his successors.

His scholarship was multi-faceted. Apart from library and information science he had researched into the areas of indigenous
knowledge, Buddhism, manuscripts, and intangible cultural heritage. In 2001-2002 he was the recipient of the most prestigious
Japan Foundation Senior Fellowship for research on the Sources of Japanese Studies at Saga University, Japan in collaboration
with Urata Yoshikazu, Professor of Humanities. In 2012 he served as a visiting Professor in the Digital Library Learning
Programme at University of Parma, Italy. Also he served as an expert in developing the Curricula for the training course on
Building Strong Library Associations (BSLA) of IFLA, The Hague, in 2009. After retirement from Kelaniya in 2014, he was invited
to serve as the Library and Information Professor of the Nagananda International Buddhist Studies Centre, Sri Lanka, and also
continued as director of the palm leaf research Centre at Kelaniya. Kelaniya was unwilling to let him go.

As a prolific writer more than 10 monographs, nearly 70 articles on Library and information science and related subjects are to
his credit. He skillfully translated five literary works and four works on other subjects from different languages. Apart from
membership of the UNESCO Memory of the World Project he chaired a number Committees in the National Library and
Documentation Services Board of Sri Lanka. He brought laurels to the university as the Coordinator of the First International
Conference on Social Sciences held in 2008 in the University of Kelaniya. For the services he rendered for success of this
Conference he was awarded the “Most Outstanding Promoter of International Relations in the University”. He served with
distinction as President of Sri Lankan Library Association for the term 2007-2009. In nutshell his contributions for the
advancement of library science in Sri Lanka are path breaking. Indeed all the respects and admiration of his students, colleagues
and seniors, and his professional achievements were reflected in a voluminous festschrift* presented to him in a highly
attended function on his retirement in 2014.

His multidisciplinary and meritorious achievements in broader areas of education, culture, libraries and international
cooperation were recognized in the Asian Library Leaders Life Time Achievement Award (ALL-LTAW)-2014. In his sudden
demise the country has lost an outstanding scholar, Kelaniya an able teacher and education administrator, and we a warm
friend, a wise counsel and an anecdotal conversationalist on how to live life well.

By Prof. M. P. Satija, Guru Nanak Dev University, India.

student of DIPLS won the “Outstanding
ernational Conference on Library and
was held in Kyoto, Japan from July 12-14,

“Library manager’s decision making in
niversity libraries”

ndeavors...
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Inauguration of Japanese Corner at the Colombo Public Library

As many Sri Lankans, especially the youth who are interested in studying the
Japanese culture and language, do not have easy access to literature on Japan. In
this context, embassy of Japan donated 500 books on Japanese literature and
various subjects related to Japan to Colombo public library. This collection is
arranged separately at the special reference section of the library. Japanese
Solidarity Association and Lanka Japan Friendship Society facilitated this corner by
donating book cupboards, reading tables and a computer. Inauguration ceremony
of the Japanese corner was held on 10™ August 2016 under the patronage of HE
Kenichi Suganuma, ambassador of Japan to Sri Lanka and Mr. V.K.A. Anura,
municipal commissioner.

Paper Presented at IFLA by Mr. Prasanna Ranaweera

Mr. Prasanna Ranaweera, Director of National Institute of Library &
information Sciences (NILIS) presented a paper on “Impact of domestic
information management on the students’ achievement level in the
community of ‘Dodamgolla’ school, Sri Lanka” at IFLA 2016 — Access to
information for sustainable communities, Asia and Oceania Session, August
13-19, Colombus, USA, 2016.
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GROUP ACTIVITIES

Guest Lecture on Metadata

The Academic and National Library Groups of SLLA jointly organized a guest
lecture on “Metadata in the linked open data environment — basic
concepts and some metadata projects for non-traditional library
resources”. The guest speaker was Professor Shigeo Sugimoto attached to
the Faculty of Library, Information and Media Science, University of
Tsukuba, Japan. Professor Sugimoto is an expert in metadata related
technologies and has been involved in the Dublin Core metadata initiative
since late 1990s. He discussed about the findings learned in his metadata
centric projects.

This guest lecture was held on 18"
August 23, 2016 at the National Library
and Documentation Services Board,
Colombo. Mr. W. Sunil, Director
General of the delivered the welcome
remarks while Dr. (Mrs.) Pradeepa
Wijetunge, President of the SLLA
delivered the vote of thanks and
presented a memento to the speaker as
a token of appreciation.

Human Library is a novel concept in which some experts have a closer
interaction with the participants and have a discussion on a specific subject. One
or more experts will be invited to talk and there will be closer dialogue between
the experts and the participants than in a conventional lecture. The main target
group was those who do not usually come in to a library in search of information,
yet who needs information.

Human Library Program held at Athurugiriya

The first human library program was held at Athurugiriya, Thaldiyawala
community center on 25" September 2016 and 66 villagers actively participated.
Six human books (resource persons) enriched with knowledge of cancer, diabetes
and arthritis diseases were shared their information (knowledge) with readers
(participants). This was a collaborative effort of the Public Libraries Group of the
SLLA with support of Athurugiriya Public Library and the Deutsche Gesellschaft
Fur Internationale Zusammenarbeit (GIZ). This programme was co-ordinated by
Mrs. Sewwandi Jayasinghe, Convener of the Public Libraries Group.

Regional Workshop on
No Budget, 215t - 2274 November

National Institute of Library & Information Sciences (NILIS), Univ
Cultural Institute) — Colombo, is organizing a Regional Workshop on “New
with low cost or no budget” to be held on 21-22 November, 2016. Resource Person
at the Freie Universitaet Berlin.

Target audience: University, Public, School and special library professionals from South Asia and South East Asia.
Registration: Rs 5000.00 (local) / USD 100 (overseas) — On first come first served basis Maximum no. of participants will be 40.
For more Details - Contact: Dasuni Abayasingha Tel: +94-112 507150 Email: info@nilis.cmb.ac.lk Web site: http://www.nilis.cmb.ac.lk

6 SLLA Newsletter Vol. 33. No.01, 2016



7SN HTevas elPliyentjey mBlmieusLd
l&ﬁ 8o 88a¢ ¢1503 88e® ©em®
[ FOUNDATION FOR LIBRARY AWARENESS
oL

Breva alifiliyemey Mpieus uSSTeus SpewiB Bevmey FHplyelpr 13-15, g_emev, 2016.

Brevas  alflliyewijey BoeussHar HFTl5 Bevmeney werell L Fply MlowessT o i wrgw 1310 HeHpsed
1510 dHadeueny wmp OQurgBTevs LIBTLEH WeviLubdHed Boeuss SHmeveu] Hih &  HeUbHE ([HEI6EwT6H
SHMeVEMLOUTD BMLOUDMMET. SLTLUBTeT Howelsd LTS alBHA@ITS WD I L TFTEIS HUT Hb. B
GouzbTwEeaT SeUTHEHLD, Ooenyeu  elBhIHaTs (peremmer GlewenGanbsy Cupmdfluy .o CorsarsTend
SeufsEp Fpiy elmbHaTsents GsTIOWL THETFMU BHTVS LFHL BIVST SHHOS.0uHen]. SHIGUSTITUIFS,
wlLeseniy QuTgl HILVES BIVST HH. FreuswiLes, S LTmenFCFamen QUITHIBHTVS HIVEHT  Hh. D66l
sevald  sTmewiwer E.S.P. pragsdend oH6wny sevpba Osmewi(h SAplissery. dCragL mrevs GFemeuwmerny
Qamenyaily’ Haswaled @uie] QUDD HITEVEHTHNTS H(H.61610.LUTENVET6, HHSH cTarevadd FjGeuerveuyer, HmLod.
gL Gewteroeufl umevdmisd, Hm. Bs.BCewiory, Hm. ele0.SWUMHTHET pFCWTT OCsenyalsbsiul Leny. OHTLIHSI
mrevd  aliflliyewiyey BmeussHer HIFTUHS Beomeneu (peiadil L “smeHHment  Soly  weofler  Geuefuil®  elpm
BLOUDMG.  HHWeled MSHTERIL6D MOWSHDMITLTE (PVMVSHHAN0 HMWHS LHMAHEH LITLFTeN60HEHESE
seom  &wony  guoruigw  Quuprodwimer  mEIevEeT  SeuefiliyF  QFuwlulLer. SuEasHmeT  BuTLigserfey
QeumMIuTL 19UIUTBHEHEBHTERT FTRHIMIHID CULDERIGHEVIL 63T (LPHEVTID BT6T Bapesel RefCs menmeymmet.

@rewiLmd BT alpralsd wrdm euiaeTCanmflar Qurgl BHTVE FHflFar HaWaled mEHY BHaIOL LT FTNEVMUIF
Bgimed 70 mewIUTHEET  HVBGH OCBTERILFILST  HwEsGHw  eurdsy udealemen  CnOsTEwI(h  HITVBHHE0
SBIBSHFHOUD QuOMIS OsTewiLery. cpemmd mrefar NFsTer Bawans SmwhHBHHS HIVESH HIMMUIE(HHST6T
RHBTET HHaueMBMaT QFwevgalsd WMHLILTERT aueouIl UTLFTemesmend Cajbs pFflwl HITLVSTH6T, HITeLHL
QurmiiiuTenyser, QUTH HIVEBTHOT 2 6TeNLEIGTE &omf 51 Guy HevbgH OsTewiLery. GQFuwevfealsd
PoeussHer  sriumeny  Hmwd. WSTHSH00 DIGNTAIHSD DeUTHeT  SHEHeuePFHneaiar (paamw  GHNEHs
B(HSSIMTUWIeT  aUPBIF@ITT.  WTDIUTERIL  LeOEmenssnds F68radl o gal mrevsrsenmer  Hm.5.Csdereauyes
BOTHE. (HHod). enwo. lFTHHUST WLOHMID  WTHLILTERIL  LOSMVSHBINS (PEHTMWHSH L  FHSUILBHH0D
FHIMMSHHMeVT H(H.R.TL6widD SpBCUTHD BBLDAN6D &(HHHIMTHENEN  GUPHIE6I].

Program on Grading of Public and School Libraries: New Trends and International Standards

A two day programme on “Grading of public and school libraries: new trends and international standards” was held by the
National Library and Documentation Services Board on 12th and 13th July 2016 in collaboration with Uva Province Library Services
Board. The programme was conducted at District Central Library, Badulla and District Central Library, Monaragala. About 380
participants including local government heads, public library officers, principals and school library staff attended. Mr. U. Alahakoon
of the National Institute of Library and Information Science, Mr. A. S. Jayasooriya, Mr. M. Jayasundara and Mr. S. Liyanarachchi of
the National Library and Documentation Services Board conducted the practical and theoretical sessions. A group of officials
including Mrs. Manel Ratnayake, Chairman, Uva Provincial Library Services Board also participated for the occasion.
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IN FOCUS

Library ANC Education

American Education Center Ltd. operating under the brand name ‘ANC Education’
is one of the largest private education conglomerates in Sri Lanka.

The ANC library comprises of the undergraduate library, postgraduate library,
group discussion area and the e-learning centre. The library offers a rich
collection of tangible and digital formats across a broad spectrum of disciplines.
The collection comprises nearly 10,000 books based on the subjects Computer
and Information Technology, Philosophy, Psychology, Social Sciences, English ' =

Language and Literature, Science and Technology, Art and History. The library also u I.!‘L' ‘
has a large collection of fictions and also its collection comprises of DVDs, ST 7
periodicals and newspapers. Library materials can be accessed through its online : J .
catalogue and library collection can be accessed only by the students, the faculty
and employees of ANC Education Ltd. The qualified library staff is always available

to help the users to fulfill their information needs.

While reading for degrees, students at ANC have opportunities to access to the resources of their partner universities. ANC
library has provided access to ‘elibrary USA’ which provides thousands of ebooks, ejournals and information on the US
education system to all faculty and students of ANC through the American Centre Library. ANC Library also provides Wi-Fi
access to aid learning and research activities.

The ANC library always maintains high quality in its operations and the standard expected
by international universities and provides a supportive learning experience to its users. It
plays an essential role in maintaining the quality of academic programs at ANC and
providing quality international tertiary education to Sri Lankan students. ISO 9001:2008
Quality Management System is currently in operation at ANC. [Contacts: No.308-310, R. A.
De Mel Mawatha, Colombo 03, T.P. 011 4 514 415 (EXT:129), Email: library@ancedu.com]

IN FOCUS
The SLLA Publication Committee intends to highlight one library with its special
features in each Newsletter. If you wish others to know about your library,
please email a write-up accompanied with photographs to the Publication
Officer (pubofficer.sllal617 @gmail.com)
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Request for News Items PUBLICATION COMMITTEE
SLLA Newsletter is a bulletin intended to cater to the SLLA membership, students of SLLA and all others Mrs. Neetha Peiris - Convener
connected with Library and Information Services. Its main aim is to exchange and disseminate news and views
among the membership. The contents include SLLA activities, professional and educational matters, international . -
training events, conferences, seminars, workshops etc. Please co-operate with the Publication Officer by sending Mrs. Thushari Seneviratne

articles, news items, new appointments etc. related to the Library and Information Science field to be published in Mrs. Sunethra Kariyawasam

the next issue of the SLLA Newsletter, and henceforth. Mrs. Mohamed Majeed Mashroofa
Publication Officer (pubofficer.slla1617@gmail.com) Mr. Subramanian Navaneethakrishnan

Mrs. Dilmani Warnasuriya
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