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Senake Bandaranayake library classification system for archaeology (SBC)
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Abstract

Senake Bandaranayake library classification system is based on the Library
collection of the Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology (PGIAR), University of
Kelaniya. It was introduced by Emeritus Professor Senaka Bandaranaike in
1987. It has formulated its own classification system to suit the needs of a small
to medium scale library. Archaeology is a multi-disciplinary subject. Therefore
the use of a general classification system was problematic when organizing a
specialized collection, such as archaeology. The Dewey Decimal Classification
(DDC) and the Universal Decimal Classification (UDC) are the most widely
used classification systems in the world. It is observed that neither the DDC nor
UDC is suitable to classify an archaeological collection of this nature. There is
no other generally accepted scheme for a special collection such as
archaeology. Therefore, Prof. Senake Bandaranayake has decided to formulate
its own classification scheme to serve the needs. This classification system is
designed mainly for the purpose of organizing a collection of archeology and
related subjects, giving priority to Sri Lanka. This makes it easier for the reader
to access the information they need.For over 30 years, this classification system
has been used by the Postgraduate Institute of Archaeology to organize their
library collection. However, this classification has not been discussed in the
field of Library Science in Sri Lanka. The main objective of this article is to
introduce the Senaka Bandaranayake classification system for archaeology and
to get suggestions and ideas from the library community.

Keywords: Library Classification; Subject classification; Archaeology; Sri
Lanka
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AB  RELIGION

SUMMARY OF CLASSES

ABA Religion — general

ABB Comparative religion

ABC Primitive religions

ABD Archaic religion

ABE Living religion
ABE.Bu Buddhism -General
ABE.Bu.Ca Canonical texts/ commentaries
ABE.Bu.Hi History Buddhism and life of Buddha
ABE.Bu.Mo Monasticism and clergy
ABE.Bu.Ph Philosophy, Doctrine
ABE.Bu.Ri Rituals
ABE.Bu.So Sociology of Buddhism
ABE.Bu.In Institutions, Temples

++ Same system of division as in ABE.Bu should be
applied to other living religions if there is sufficient
material in the collection to merit subdivision.

ABE.Ch Christianity
ABE.Cn Confucism
ABE.Hi Hinduism
ABE.Ja Jainism
ABE.Ju Judaism
ABE.Ta Taoism
ABF Religious institutions - non specific
ABG Religious ritual, symbolism -  non specific
ABH Sociology of religion — non specific
ABI Mythology- General
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BB ARCHAEOLOGICAL THEORY AND HISTORY
BBA General works
BBB Archaeological theory and methods
BBC Archaeological history

BBD Cognitive archaeology

BC TECHNIQUES
BCA Archaeological techniques — general
BCB Data generative techniques
BCB.Do Documentation techniques- Archaeological photography,
aerial photography, photogrammetry, drawing and
illustration, photo documentation.
BCB.Ex Excavation
BCB.Pr Prospecting techniques
BCB.Su Survey, Field survey etc.

BCC Classificatory techniques

BCD Analytical techniques

BCD.Da Data processing, mathematics and archaeology etc.
BCD.La Laboratory analytical techniques, Physical & Chemical etc.

BCE Chronometric techniques (i.e. all science based dating
techniques, geological, botanical, physical and chemical etc.)
BCF  Publication, report writing etc

oz (Table)
B o000 @8wiests o O ey dods D6 ©IDD O grD. e®OBsS
9890es IR DDDIRD @D DD DR 8OO e3:DVITB DE DUD.

SPECIAL TABLE FOR INDIVIDUAL COUNTRIES

SRI LANKA
3608 AD History and civilization
3608 ADA General

++++ For prehistoric period see BF

3608 ADB Early historic period (Early and Middle and Sigiriya periods)
3608 ADC Middle historic period (Late Anuradhapura and Polonnaruva period)
3608 ADD Later historic period (1) Period of shifting capitals

3608 ADE Later historic period (2) Kotte period
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