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Preface 
 
The Sri Lanka Library Review is a peer-reviewed journal published annually by 
the Sri Lanka Library Association since 1962. The main objective of this journal 
is dissemination of the information among scholars, educators and students in 
the field of Library and Information Science, reflective practitioners in the 
profession of information services and also among scholars and researchers in 
related subject areas such information and knowledge management, education, 
communication studies, and information policy. 
 
This Journal is dedicated to publishing high-quality articles that describe the 
most significant and cutting-edge research in all areas of Library and 
Information Science. In addition to research articles, Sri Lanka Library Review 
also publishes relevant review articles and concept papers. The unique feature of 
this journal is that it publishes articles in all three languages, English, Sinhala 
and Tamil. All articles published in Sinhala and Tamil language are 
accompanied by an English abstract. As such, the journal aspires to be vibrant, 
engaging and accessible, and at the same time integrative and challenging. In 
this way, the journal aims to be the voice of the Sri Lankan Library and 
Information Science community. To maintain quality of the journal, all types of 
articles published i n  the Sri Lanka Library Review will be subject to the 
journal’s double-blind review process. 
 
Publishing of this Sri Lanka Library Review would have been an uphill task if 
not for the invaluable assistance and courtesies rendered to me by a number of 
persons, to whom I would like to express my deep appreciation. 
 
First, I would like to especially thank and express my gratitude to all members of 
editorial Committee for providing the dedicated support and feedback necessary 
to develop and publish material of such consistent high quality. Special 
appreciation is extended to all reviewers who have supported the journal by 
reviewing and evaluating, all submitted manuscripts to the journal on a voluntary 
basis. I gratefully appreciate the support extended to me in numerous ways by 
the President, Sri Lanka Library Association and all members of Council and 
Executive Committee which enable me to publish this journal on time. Authors 
who contributed to the Sri Lanka Library Review are also acknowledged. 

.
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It has been and still is a real pleasure and certainly a rewarding experience 
serving as Editor-in-Chief of the Sri Lanka Library Review. Fulfilling editorial 
obligations have not been a simple or easy task and I hope that you will overlook 
any shortcomings and have enjoyed and benefited from all the published articles 
in obligations at least as much as I did. I consider it is a great honor to be an 
Editor-in-Chief of Sri Lanka Library Review, and I did my best to face all 
challenges that confronted me and strived to increase the quality of the journal's 
content. 
 
All members of Sri Lanka Library Association are welcome to submit articles 
within the aim and scope of the journal, for future issues of the journal. We 
highly appreciate our readers’ feedback, so please share your ideas and thoughts 
with us. 

Neetha Damayanthi Peiris 
Editor-in-Chief 
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The Role of the Librarian in the Systematic Review Process 

P.A.S.H. Perera1 

  

Abstract 

Evidenced-based practice is a process involving several stages in which the best 
evidence on a given problem is identified and then applied to answer the relevant 
question. Systematic Reviews (SRs) are considered as the best option to be used in 
identifying the ‘best evidence’. Conducting a SR follows standard approaches of a 
structured methodology. Being a rigorous and scientific approach, conducting SRs 
needs a team of reviewers with expertise and skills for its successful completion. 
Recent guidelines on SR procedure recommend an information scientist / librarian to 
be included in the systematic literature review team, especially to undertake the search 
for literature. In addition, recent literature reveals that the librarians / information 
scientists have played varying roles in the SR process. Objective of this article is 
therefore, to identify the nature of involvement of the librarian in the systematic 
literature review process with a view to introducing this emerging role to Sri Lankan 
LIS community. Author identifies many different roles for information specialists: as a 
literature searcher, document supplier, reference manager, data extractor, report 
writer, disseminator, project coordinator, communicator, organizer and even as a 
project manager to a certain extent. If equipped with skills and expertise librarians can 
be valuable research partners in the development and publication of systematic 
reviews.  
 
Keywords: Research Synthesis, Systematic Review Process, Systematic Search 

Strategy, Librarian’s Involvement, Best Evidence, Information Retrieval 
for SR  
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Y%S ,xldfõ kS;suh ;ekam;= kS;s ixfYdaOk l%shdj,sh 

Wmd,s wurisß1 

 

Revision of Legal Deposit Legislation in Sri Lanka 

Upali Amarasiri1 

 

Abstract      

The legal deposit legislation in Sri Lanka comprises 3 ordinances enacted during the 
19th century and the early part of the 20th century.  Accordingly the printer of the 
publication, was initially required to deposit 3 copies and subsequently 5 copies of 
every printed publication with the Registrar of Books and Newspapers.  During 
colonial administration the Registrar of Books and Newspapers was a separate entity 
under the overall supervision of the Chief Secretary.  Just prior to granting 
independence, the British created a range of departments decentralizing the functions 
hitherto handled by the Chief Secretary’s Office.  While they created the Department of 
Government Archives to handle the work carried out by the Government Archivist, 
instead of creating a separate entity, the office of the Registrar of Books and 
Newspapers was placed under the Department of Government Archives, though there 
was no relationship between the  two subjects.  

During the last few decades of the 20th century the Legal Deposit legislation has 
changed dramatically.  Instead of a mechanism of government supervision on the 
publications it became an instrument of building national collections, publishing the 
national bibliography and  part of overall bibliographic control of a country.  In 
addition to this the legal deposit legislation had to confront new challenges created by 
e-publications and the Internet.  UNESCO, IFLA and CDNL played a leading role in 
transforming the traditional legal deposit legislation to a modern one capable of 
handling the new challenges.  These organizations held international conferences, 
launched special studies, organized professional meetings and discussions and 
contracted special studies in this process which resulted in introducing a range of new 
features to the legal deposit legislation. 

As a result, one can witness either the introduction of new legal deposit legislation or a 
revision of the old legal deposit legislation by most of the countries worldwide.  
Unfortunately these changes have not been introduced to Sri Lanka.  The National 
Library & Documentation Services Board (NLDSB), SLLA and the Sri Lanka Book 
Publishers Association agitated for modern legal deposit legislation as far back as 
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1980s.  Unfortunately the Department of National Archives (DNA) has not shown an 
interest on the subject during all these years.  Finally in 2012 the DNA appointed a 
committee for the task, mainly due to the pressure of the NLDSB. The committee 
released it’s 1st draft in 2015, which was examined by a committee appointed by the 
NLDSB, in which the writer was a member. The committee found a number of 
deficiencies in the draft including not having a brand new act of legal deposit, not 
following the guidelines issued by UNESCO and not recognizing the role of the 
NLDSB and the National Library.  The NLDSB communicated the deficiencies to the 
DNA but it accepted only some of the proposals sent by the NLDSB and showed a 
reluctance to entertain the main proposals including introduction of a new law and 
recognition of the role of the NLDSB and the National Library and the impact of the 
legal deposit on the functions of these institutions. The paper discusses in detail the 
current situation on the legal deposit system in Sri Lanka. 

 Keywords: Legal Deposit Legislation, National Library & Documentation Services 
Board, Sri Lanka Naional Bibliography, National Bibliographic Control, 
Deparment of National Archives 
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Usage and Challenges of Library Classification: An Overview of 

Public Libraries in Manmunai Pattu Division, Batticaloa 
 

B. Prashanthan1 

 
Abstract 

A Library could serve its users effectively only when the process to organize its of 
information materials (arrangements of library documents) is systematically organized 
and identified. In this background the integration of library classification play an 
important role in the advancement of library information services. In this context this 
paper discusses the usage of library classification system (DDC) in public libraries at 
Manmunai Pattu Pradesha Saba (PS) Division, Batticaloa. The study used the survey 
research and questionnaires; Observation has been used as the data collection 
instrument. All six (06) public libraries in the Manmunai Pattu Division were regarded 
as the study population. According to the result the overall level for the usage of a 
classification system in the libraries need improvement. Further the study identified 
three challenges (Technical challenges, Infrastructure challenges and Administrative 
challenges) facing the effective use of the library classification system. As a whole it is 
essential that the classificationsystem used in the libraries be improved to provide an 
effective library services. Therefore this study suggests recommendation to upgrade the 
current use of library classification. 
 
Keywords: Library Classification, Information Organization, Public Libraries. 
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The Future of Sri Lankan Libraries1 

 
Pradeepa Wijetungea 

 
 

Abstract 
 
The libraries across the globe are forced to revolutionize their processes and practices 
to accommodate the changes brought about by many social, economic, demographic 
and technological factors and many countries have taken national level initiatives to 
understand the impact of these changes upon their libraries. This paper highlights four 
such initiatives adopted by the USA, UK, Australia and New Zealand and stresses that 
Sri Lanka is yet to take any national level initiative to study the factors that will affect 
the service paradigm of the libraries in future. While emphasizing some salient factors 
on Sri Lanka’s education, ICT penetration and its rank in the global innovation index, 
this paper accentuates that the professional LIS Associations and teaching bodies must 
play a major role in identifying the challenges that will require fundamental changes 
in the libraries, in order to survive. 
 

Keywords: Future of Libraries, Sri Lanka, Challenges, Change 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                           
1An expanded version of the Keynote Address made at the inauguration of the Prof. Russell 
Bowden Auditorium of the National Institute of Library and Information Sciences, University 
of Colombo on 28th January 2017. 
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Introduction 

Review of LIS literature in the global context indicates that the future of 

libraries is a topic which has drawn the attention of many LIS practitioners as 

well as professional bodies. Although many Asian and European countries have 

discussed the issue, I have selected four such major initiatives from the UK, 

USA and New Zealand to present here. The Libraries of the Future Project 

(LotF), in the UK2 identified eight factors that affect and shape the future of 

libraries. Current economic crisis which reduces the budgets, cheap and 

pervasive ICT, acceptance of digital content, search and navigation 

predominantly by the users as a result of the development of Internet, need for 

information literacy as an essential skill, Authorship of non-conventional 

material (slide decks, podcasts, videos and book chapters), more and more 

reliance on ICT -based teaching and learning, and research paradigm 

shifting towards more online resources and analysis and simulation tools, were 

identified as strong factors which require transformation of libraries in the 

future (Curtis et al., 2011).  

 

Similarly, the Center for the Future of Libraries3, established under the 

American Library Association (ALA, 2014) has identified 24 different trends4 

that will affect the future of libraries and categorized them under seven major 

                                                           
 
2 The Academic Libraries of the Future project (LotF) is sponsored by the British Library (BL), 

the Joint Information Systems Committee (JISC), Research Information Network (RIN), 
Research Libraries UK (RLUK) and the Society of College, National and University 
Libraries (SCONUL). 

3The Center for the Future of Libraries, works to: 
 Identify emerging trends relevant to libraries and the communities they serve 
 Promote futuring and innovation techniques to help librarians and library professionals 

shape their future 
 Build connections with experts and innovative thinkers to help libraries address emerging 

issues. 
4 Visit  http://www.ala.org/transforminglibraries/future/trends#Organization and Classification 
of Trends for the detailed list of trends.  
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mqia;ld,h ia:dms;ùfï oS n,mE ft;sydisl" od¾Yksl yd ;dCIKsl 
idOl ms<sn| iudc úoHd;aul m%fõYhla 

 

wd¾' ã' wdkkao ;siai1 

 

A Sociological Study on the Historical, Philosophical and 
Technological Factors that Contributed in the Establishment of the 

Concept of Library 

R.D. Ananda Tissa1 

Abstract 

Library is an institution that dates back to the beginning of human civilization. In 
ancient times man attempted to inculcate wisdom and a sense of history to his future 
generations. The expansion of private and public libraries in many countries from the 
distant era reflects man’s urge and desire for knowledge. One strategy used by man 
for ensuring happiness in his life was to be employed in reading. It was also 
necessary to communicate beyond the limits of time and space. Information inflation 
gave rise to the expansion of library services such as information awareness, 
retrieval, distribution and as a consequence Library and Information Science 
developed as an independent field of study evolving from sources of several related 
disciplines. 

Accordingly several historical, philosophical, technological and sociological factors 
that contributed in the establishment of the concept of library could be recognized. It 
gradually transformed into an institute that provides multi services on the basic of 
historical, theoretical, technological, biological, ethical, cultural, philosophical, 
linguistic, educational, political and economic factors. This article elaborates the 
outcome of a research carried out from a new perspective which reveals the effect of 
the above factors on the establishment of the concept of the library. 

Keywords: Library, Library and Information Science, Library History, Library 
Service, Social Epistemological Study 
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Biblion (Gk.)  fmd;" .%J:h 
Bibliopegist  fmd;a ne÷ï l,dlre  

Bibliophage  .scq f,i fmd;a wkqNjhg .kakd ;eke;a;d 
Bibliophile  .%J: wkqrla;l" .%J: wNsfrdapl" fmd;a ,eÈhd 

^zfmd;a.=,a,dZ fyj;a fmd;aj,g fnfyúka ,eÈ ;ek;a;d& 
Bibliophobe  fmd;aj,g ìhla olajkakd 
Bibliophobia  .%J: NS;sldj ^fmd;aj,g Nhùu&  
Bibliophothor  fmd;a úkdY lrkakd fyda fmd;a kdia;slrkakd 
Bibliopole   ÿ¾,N .%J: fjf<ka|d  
Bibliopolism   ÿ¾,N .%J: fj<|du 

Biblioriptos  fmd;a iEu;eku ùislrkakd 
Bibliotaphe  fmd;a iÕjkakd fyda fmd;a j<,kakd 
Biblioteca (Ita.) mqia;ld,h  
Biblioteka (Rus.)  mqia;ld,h 
Bibliotheca (Gr.) mqia;ld,h  
Bibliothecar    mqia;ld,hdêldÍ 
Bibliothecarian   mqia;ld,hdêldÍ 
Bibliothecarius   mqia;ld,hdêm;s 
Bibliothecary    mqia;ld,h 
Bibliothecaire   mqia;ld,hdêm;s 
Bibliotheco     mqia;ld,h 
Bibliothek (Ger.)  mqia;ld,h 
Bibliotherapy  .%J: Ñls;aidj  
Bibliotheque (Fr.) mqia;ld,h 
Bibliosoph  fmd;aj,ska {dkh ,nd.ekSu 
Bibliosopher  fmd;aj,ska {dkh ,nd.kakd 
Bibliosopilism .%J: wkqfrdapkh ^m;fmd;g we;s wdorh fyda fmd;a 

lsheùu& 
Bibliotics  f,aLk øjH ms<sn| úoHd;aul ú.%yh 
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Y%S ,xldfõ isxy, NdIduh <ud m%nkaO lD;s ms<sn| 
.%ka:ñÓl wOHhkhla ^2012 iy 2013& 

 

bfrdañ fïkld úfÊiqkaor1 

 
Bibliometric Research on Children’s Literature in Sri Lanka 

(2012 and 2013) 
 

Iromi Menaka Wijesundara1 

 
Abstract 

 

Every contry produce their own literary work at different times on different themes and 
in varying numbers. These books contain information on social, economic and cultural 
situations, languages and government of a country during a particular period of a 
time. In conducting this study on children’s work published in Sri Lanka, the Sri Lanka 
National Bibliography was used as the data collecting tool with the objective of using 
time, money and labour effectively. The children’s work contained in the Sri Lanka 
National Bibliography published in 2012 and 2013 were used. Bibliometric method 
was used as the methodology of the study.  
 
In this study attention was focused on the quantity of the work, and all data and 
information were analyzed through tablular and graphical methods etc. In compiling 
children’s literary works priority is given to children’s fictions and minimum attention 
is given to songs, children’s poems and drama. It was also concluded that translation 
of children’s literature in the world is at a low level and publishers are not interested 
in publishing children’s work.  
 
The main recommendation of the study is to take necessary action to encourage 
publishers to increase the publishing of children’s work by ensuring government 
mediation and increasing of private sector contribution. 
 

Keywords: Bibliometric Research, Sinhala Literature, Children Literture, Children 
Fiction, National Bibliography 

  
 

1. Library & Documentation Officer, National Library and Documentation 
Services Board. Email: iromiwi@yahoo.com  
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idrdxYh 

 

rgl iudchl úúO ld, mßÉfÊohkays§ úúO f;audjka Tiafia idys;H l,d lD;s 
úYd, ixLHdjla ìysfõ' hï ksYaÑ; ld, mrdihla ;=< rgl mej;s iudÔh" wd¾Ól 
iy ixialD;sl ;;ajhka fuka u ta ta jljdkqj, tu iudchkays mej;s NdIdj" tys 
iajNdjh yd fjkiaùï o ck ú{dkh yd tys l%shdldrs;ajh o fuu lD;s ;=< 
wka;¾.;h' Y%S ,xldfõ isxy, NdIdfjka m< jQ <ud lD;s ms<sn| j fuu wOHhkh 
isÿflf¾' m¾fhaIKh ksYaÑ; b,lal Tiafia fufyhùug Y%S ,xld cd;sl .%ka: 
kdudj,sh o;a; /ia lsÍfï fuj,u f,i fhdod .kakd ,§' 2012 iy 2013  j¾I fol 
;=< m%ldYs; Y%S ,xld cd;sl .%ka:kdudj,sfha i|yka jk ish¨u <ud .%ka: fuu 
m¾fhaIKh i|yd fhdod .kakd ,§' wOHhk l%ufõoh f,i .%ka:ñÓl l%ufõoh 
Ndú; lr we;' <ud .%ka:j, .=Kd;aulNdjh ms<sn|j fkdj tajdfha 
m%udKd;aulNdjh ms<sn| muKla wjOdkh fhduqlrñka" ,nd.;a ish¨u o;a; iy 
f;dr;=re j.=" m%ia:dr u.ska úYaf,aIKh lrk ,§' ta wkqj <ud idys;Hh lD;s 
ks¾udKfha § m%ldYs; lD;s  w;r <ud m%nkaO i|yd m%uqL;ajhla ,efnk w;r <ud 
.S;" <ud lú iy <ud kdgH lD;s m%ldYkh i|yd wjOdkh wju nj;a ks.ukh ùh' 
<ud lD;s m%ldYkfha §  f,dal idys;Hhfha m%lg <ud lD;s mßj¾;kh b;d wju 
uÜgul mj;sk nj;a" <ud idys;Hh lD;s m%ldYkh ioyd m%ldYk wdh;k ue,slula 
olajk nj;a ks.ukh úh' tu ks.uk  wkqj <ud lD;s m%ldYkfha § <ud .S;" <ud 
lú iy <ud kdgHh lD;s m%ldYkh Èßu;a lsÍug;a <ud idys;Hh lD;s m%ldYkhg 
rcfha ueÈy;aùu iy fm!oa.,sl wxYfha odhl;ajh jeälsÍug lghq;= iïmdokh 
l<hq;= nj;a m%Odk fhdackd f,i bÈßm;alrk ,§'  
 

uQ,sl mo( .%ka:ñ:sl m¾fhaIK" isxy, idys;Hh" <ud idys;Hh" <ud m%nkaO" cd;sl 
.%ka: kdudj,sh' 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1'  mqia;ld, iy m%f,aLk ks,Odß - cd;sl mqia;ld, yd m%f,aLk fiajd uKav,h  
Bfï,A( iromiwi@yahoo.com 
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ye¢kaùu 

—idys;iH Njx idys;Hï˜ iys; nj idys;Hh hs' fuys § iys; nj hkq úYaùh 

úIh lafIa;%h hkakhs' óg ix.S;h" k¾;kh" flál;dj" i|eia ldjH" ksi|eia 

ldjH" .oH kdgH iy oDYH ldjH wd§ ish¨u oE wh;a fõ' fï ish,af,au iys; 

nj idys;Hh f,i ie,fla' iudchla iqfmdaIs; lsÍug" kuHYS,s lsÍug iy 

wjÈ lsÍug idys;Hhfhka jk fufyh wmuKh' Wiia idys;Hhlska 

yev.eiqKq iudchla ìysùu kj ÈhqKq ixialD;shlg yd W;a;Í;r udkj 

YsIagdpdrhlg fodr.=¿ újr lsÍuls' idys;Hh riúkaokh f,dl= l=vd ldf.;a 

uki m%fndaOu;a lsÍug bjy,a fõ' iïNdjH lD;Skaf.a ir, ixialrKj, isg" 

mska;+r fmd;a" iqrxÕkd l;d" ke<ú,s .S;" Wmud l;d" cklú" ck.S iy 

lgjyf¾ tk l;kaor wd§ jYfhka fï ish,a,u <ud idys;Hh f,i y÷kajkq 

,efí' orejka i|yd ,shfjk lD;s uQ,sl jYfhka fldgia folls' tkï" mdG 

.%ka: iy w;sf¾l .%ka: jYfhks' mdG .%ka: hkq orejdf.a wOHdmkhg 

iu.dój hk rcfha ks¾foaYs; .%ka:hs' w;sf¾l <ud m%nkaO  idys;Hh m%Odk  

fldgia y;rla hgf;a ú.%y l< yel' tkï <ud m%nkaO l:d" <ud .S;" <ud 

lú iy <ud kdgH jYfhks'  

idys;H Ndú;h rgl m%Odk ixj¾Ok o¾Ylhla fõ' j¾;udk f;dr;=re 

iudcfha m%Odk ia:dkhla idys;H .%ka: m%ldYkhg ysñfõ' ;dlaIKfha YS>% 

j¾Okh iudcfha <ud .%ka: m%ldYkfha j¾Okhg fya;= fõ' udß ñhqishia 

ys.skaia ue;s‚h 1910 §  m%:u <ud .%ka:h m%ldYhg m;al<dh' t;eka isg 

j¾;udkh olajd furg <ud .%ka: m%ldYkh úúO iajrEmfhka j¾Okh ù we;' 

isxy, idys;Hfha úfYaI m%ldYk odhl;ajhla ,ndfok <ud lD;s ms<sn| úêu;a 

ú.%yhka olakg fkd,efí' tksid <ud idys;H .uka l< hq;= ud¾.h fyda th 

fjkia l< hq;= wdldrh ms<sn| j fyda wjfndaOh f,aLlhdg fuka u 

m%ldYlhg o  m%udKj;a mßÈ ,nd.; fkdyel' tu wjfndaOh hï uÜgulg 

fyda we;slr,Sug fuu  2012$2013 j¾Ij, <ud .%ka: m%ldYkfha úúO me;slv 

úYaf,aIKhg  ,la lsÍu u.ska isÿfõ' 
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Problems Faced by Students Following Diploma Course in 
Library and Information Science Conducted by 

the Sri Lanka Library Association 
 

K.K.G Wijeweera1 

Abstract 

The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) has been conducting Library Science 
courses since 1961. The objective of this study is to identify the problems faced by 
students following the Diploma Course in Library and Information Science conducted 
by the SLLA and to suggest suitable solutions to those problems. A survey was 
conducted in 2015 by using a questionnaire with closed and open ended questions. 
Sinhala Medium final year students were selected for the study. The total population of 
the study was 68 students.  Twenty seven students were selected using random 
sampling method. The reasons given for studying a library science course were 
expecting a job, expecting a promotion in the present job and aiming to improve the 
knowledge in library science. The majority were expecting a promotion in the present 
job.  Thirteen students have stated that main problem faced while following Level II 
course was difficulty in finding reading material related to the course and same reason 
given by sixteen students following the Level III course.  

The diploma course would attract more students, if it is job oriented. Identifying new 
trends in working environments and amending the course contents to suit them is also 
important. It is also important to conduct the lectures as per the time table. Students 
should be made aware of the library facilities available at the National Library and 
also recommended book lists should be provided to students. The association should 
intervene when the students find it difficult to get leave approved when engaging in 
their projects. 

Keywords:  Sri Lanka Library Association, Library and Information Science 
Education, Library Science Students, Sri Lanka 

 

 

1.  Senior Assistant Librarian, Branch Library, Postgraduate Institute of 
Medicine, Teaching Hospital, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.  
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Introduction 

Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA), which has been conducting Library 

Science courses since 1961, is the pioneer of library science education. Students 

following the Diploma Course in Library & Information Science (DIPLIS) at 

the SLLA will soon get the opportunity of registering for the Library Science 

Degree Course conducted by the Open University of Sri Lanka. Therefore, it is 

the most suitable time to investigate the problems faced by students following 

the DIPLIS course conducted by the SLLA. 

As a lecturer of DIPLIS for more than eleven years I have personally discussed 

their problems with the students. However, this is my first attempt to do a 

methodical survey to find out their problems and suggest suitable solutions. 

As per Michael Buckland (1986) Education for librarianship in the next century 

will depend on how librarianship evolves. Education for librarianship in the 

next century will depend on what librarians make of library services in the near 

future. 

Muhammad Tayyab Alam Bukhari
  

et. al. (2010) made a study on the use of 

library by the students of Foundation University College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences, Rawalpindi. The importance of library as an institution has been 

realized. It was concluded that the majority of the students hesitated to use the 

library because of the problems they faced during its use. Lack of books, lack of 

organizational set up and lack of space and other physical facilities were the 

major factors associated with the lesser use of library. 

Wilson. O. Edegbo (2011), who made a survey on curriculum development in 

library and information science education in Nigerian Universities. Library and 

information science education in Nigeria, has come a long way. Since the first 
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9. Problems faced by you when following the 2nd  year course  (Tick off 
the relevant box/boxes)          

(i) Difficulty in understanding the lectures related to the course 

(ii) Less opportunity to engage in projects related to the course  

(iii) Difficulty in finding reading material related to the course 

(iv) Other (Please mention) 

 

10. Methods followed to solve problems faced 

First Year 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Second Year 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

11. Your suggestion, if any, to improve these courses 

……………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 

……………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………… 
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Y%S ,xldfõ we;s mqiafld< tl;=j,  
j¾;udk ;;aa;ajh ms<sn| wOHhkhla 

 
mS'tï' wfhdAñ1 

 

A Study on Current Status of Ola Leaf Manuscripts Collections  
in Sri Lanka 

 
P.M. Ayomi1 

 

Abstract  

Ola Leaf Manuscripts are very valuable sources of historical information in Sri Lanka 
going back thousands of years. The palm leaf and talipot trees were used for writing 
and leaves were prepared by a traditional technological process. This traditional art of 
writing on the leaves was practiced mainly in Buddhist temple. There are large 
collections of Ola Leaves in temples. Ola Leaf collections are seen in the University 
Libraries, Department Libraries as well as in individual collection. It is of paramount 
importane that the libraries preserve these collections but these librarie are facing 
many problems in the conservation and preservation of Ola Leaf Manuscripts. The 
government of Sri Lanka should take steps and give their support to solve the problem 
of conservation and preservation of Ola leaf Manuscripts.     

 Keywords :    Ola leaf, Library, Preservation   
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Colombo, Rajagiriya. Email: ayomimp@yahoo.com 
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idrdxYh 

Y%S ,dxflah b;sydifha isg j¾;udkh olajd fkdkeiS mj;sk f,aLk udOHhla jka 
fka mqiafld<h' ;, yd ;,a .ia Wmfhda.S lr f.k ms<sfh<  lr .kakd mqiafld<h 
u; ,sùu tla;rd l,djls' ta i|yd ukd yqrejla fukau oekqula wjYHh' uq,ald,Skj 
mkai,a wdY%s;j mej;s mqiafld< fmd;a tl;+ka miq ld,Skj úYajúoHd, mqia;ld," 
wdh;k" fomd¾;fïka;= yd fm!oa.,sl tl;+ka jYfhka fjka ù mj;S' ,xldfõ rÑ; 
mqiafld< fmd;a úfoAYSh rgj, mqia;ld,j,o ;ekam;a lr we;' mqiafld< fmd;a 
tl;+ka we;s mqia;ld, fuu tl;+ka /l .ekSfï § ixrCIK .eg¨j,g uqyqK fohs' 
mdrirsl idOl u; yd lDñka f.ka mqiafld<hg isÿjk ydksh wju lr .ekSu i|yd 
úúO ixrCIK l%u wkq.ukh lsßug mqia;ld,j,g isÿ fõ' ixLHdxlrKh (Digitize) 
lsÍu" ialEka lsÍu hk wdoS  kùk ;dlaIK l%ufõo wkqj mqiafld< fmd;ays wka;¾.; 
±kqu u;=mrmqr i|yd ixrCIKh l< yel' fï i|yd wjYH WmlrK ñ,oS .ekSug 
m%;smdok mqia;ld, i;= fkdùu o .eg¨jls' j¾;udkfha o jkúg fuu w.kd" jákd 
mqiafld< fmd;a tl;+ka wkd.; mrmqr Wfoid /l .ekSfï Ndr¥r ld¾hh mejÍ 
we;af;a mqia;ld,j,gh' tneúka mqia;ld, m%;smdok jeäs lr wjYH WmlrK ñ,oS 
.ekSug;a" ,xldfõ úúO ia:dkj, ;ekam;a lr we;s mqiafld< fmd;a tl;+ka 
ixrCIKh lsßug os.=ld,Sk jev ms<sfj,la ilia lsrSug rch ueosy;a ùSu wjYHh'  

uQ,sl mo (mqiafld< fmd;A" mqia;ld," ixrËKh,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1'  fcHIaG iyldr mqia;ld,hdêm;s> foAYSh ffjoH úoHd wdh;kh" fld<U 
úYaj úoHd,h" rdc.srsh' Bfï,A( ayomimp@yahoo.com 
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idrdxYh 

Y%S ,dxflah b;sydifha isg j¾;udkh olajd fkdkeiS mj;sk f,aLk udOHhla jka 
fka mqiafld<h' ;, yd ;,a .ia Wmfhda.S lr f.k ms<sfh<  lr .kakd mqiafld<h 
u; ,sùu tla;rd l,djls' ta i|yd ukd yqrejla fukau oekqula wjYHh' uq,ald,Skj 
mkai,a wdY%s;j mej;s mqiafld< fmd;a tl;+ka miq ld,Skj úYajúoHd, mqia;ld," 
wdh;k" fomd¾;fïka;= yd fm!oa.,sl tl;+ka jYfhka fjka ù mj;S' ,xldfõ rÑ; 
mqiafld< fmd;a úfoAYSh rgj, mqia;ld,j,o ;ekam;a lr we;' mqiafld< fmd;a 
tl;+ka we;s mqia;ld, fuu tl;+ka /l .ekSfï § ixrCIK .eg¨j,g uqyqK fohs' 
mdrirsl idOl u; yd lDñka f.ka mqiafld<hg isÿjk ydksh wju lr .ekSu i|yd 
úúO ixrCIK l%u wkq.ukh lsßug mqia;ld,j,g isÿ fõ' ixLHdxlrKh (Digitize) 
lsÍu" ialEka lsÍu hk wdoS  kùk ;dlaIK l%ufõo wkqj mqiafld< fmd;ays wka;¾.; 
±kqu u;=mrmqr i|yd ixrCIKh l< yel' fï i|yd wjYH WmlrK ñ,oS .ekSug 
m%;smdok mqia;ld, i;= fkdùu o .eg¨jls' j¾;udkfha o jkúg fuu w.kd" jákd 
mqiafld< fmd;a tl;+ka wkd.; mrmqr Wfoid /l .ekSfï Ndr¥r ld¾hh mejÍ 
we;af;a mqia;ld,j,gh' tneúka mqia;ld, m%;smdok jeäs lr wjYH WmlrK ñ,oS 
.ekSug;a" ,xldfõ úúO ia:dkj, ;ekam;a lr we;s mqiafld< fmd;a tl;+ka 
ixrCIKh lsßug os.=ld,Sk jev ms<sfj,la ilia lsrSug rch ueosy;a ùSu wjYHh'  

uQ,sl mo (mqiafld< fmd;A" mqia;ld," ixrËKh,  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1'  fcHIaG iyldr mqia;ld,hdêm;s> foAYSh ffjoH úoHd wdh;kh" fld<U 
úYaj úoHd,h" rdc.srsh' Bfï,A( ayomimp@yahoo.com 
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ye¢kaùu 

i;aj f,dalfha wkH cSúkaf.න් udkj j¾.hd fjfiid yªkd .ekSfï uqLH 

,CIKh ලන්නන් NdIdjhs' th NdIdKh yd f,aLkh jYfhka fohdldrhls' 

f,aLkh ìysjkafka NdIdfõ mYapd;a M,hlaa jYfhks' neìf,dakshdj" ñirh" 

iamd[a[h jeks rgj, bmerKs ì;= is;=jïj, ksrEms; Ñ;%dCIlr f,aLkfha 

wd§;u iajrEmh m%lg lrk nj mqrdúoHd u;h fõ' miqj ixfla;dCIr" 

YíodCIr" කුCoaCodCIr jeks wCIr l%u fõo Ndú; jQ nj ie,fla' tfukau 

fudfydkacodfrda yrmamd YsIagdpdr hq.fha Ñ;%dCIr úYaùh f,aLkfha m%drïNh 

njo ±lafõ ^idikOc ysñ" 2013&' Y%su;a i¾j m,a,S rdO l%sIaKd olajk mßÈ 

fcHd;sI Ydia;%fha iy udhd Ydia;%fha fukau f,aLkfhao wdrïNh wdishdjhs 

^idikOc ysñ" 2013&' wfYdal rc;=ud úiska msysgqjk ,o Ys,d ia:ïN yd m¾j; 

,smsj, ,shk ,o nyq;r wCIr n%dyaóh wCIrj,g wh;ah' 

b;sydifha uq,skau yuqjk Ys,d f,aLkj, b;sydih l%s'mQ 20 jk ishji olajd 

wE;g Èj hhs' tajdfhka úúO ixfla;" rEm rgd" wCIr" igyka wdÈh o bkamiqj 

zmemsriaZkï jQ ng .fia m;%j,ska ,nd .;a memsria m;% o f,aLklrKhg 

Wmfhda.S lr.;ay' miqj Tjqyq me;,s f,i ilid .;a ueá ;yvq"  ;eá o ta 

i|yd Wmfhda.s lr .;ay' ^rEnisxy" 2012& Ök cd;slhka úúO .ia j, fld<" 

fmd;= f,aLklrKhg uq,a ld,Skj fhdod.;a w;r miqj mn¿ o ish 

f,aLklrKhg fhdod f.k we;' l%s'mQ' 202 § Ökh zykaZ rdcH ld,fha§ 

lvodis ksmojQy' l%s'j 1440 § c¾uka cd;sl fcdaka .=gekan¾.a uqøK hka;%hla 

Wmfhda.S lrf.k f,aLk msgm;a ksmoùu wdrïN lsÍu" f,aLklrKfha 

fõ.j;a ÈhqKqjla we;s ùug fnfyúka bjy,a úh ^rEnisxy" 2012&' 

Ys,d mqjre" ueá mqjre" ,S m;=re" j,x ;yvq" WK m;=re" frÈ" jegfla iy 

.fvd,a ආදි ia:djr udOHhka yereKq fldg isxy, f,aLkh Wfoid Ndú; lළ 

;j;a Mla cx.u udOHhla jkafka ;,a fld<h ^idikOc ysñ" 2013&' 

 ol=Kq yd w.aksÈ. wdishdkq rgj, lvodish y÷kajd §ug fmr m%Odk jYfhka 

,sùug .kakd ,o f,aLk udOH f,i mqiafld< i|yka l< yelsh' Y%S ,xldjg 

lvodis Ndú;h y÷kajd ÿkafka l%s'j' oyih jk ishjfia uqyqÿ nv m%foaY w,a,d 
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Wiia ;dlaIKsl wOHdmk wdhkhkays mqia;ld, tl;+ka 
ms<sn| wOHhkhl a 

 
î'ta' ms%hdks nd,iQßh1   

 
 

The Study of Library Collections of  
Selected Advanced Technical Institutes 

 
B.A. Priyani Balasuriya1 

 
 

Abstract 

A library is a treasure house of knowledge where information is gathered, stored and 
provided to enhance the knowledge of the reader. The library collection is enriched 
with knowledge and information stored in variety of resources. In this context, it plays 
a significant role in the academic curriculum and this study is based on the evaluation 
of library collection. 

The Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education (SLIEAT) is one of the 
leading government institutions in the higher education sector in Sri Lanka. It was 
established by Parliament Act no 29 of 1995, and comes under the purview of the 
ministry of higher Education. 

There are 17 Advanced Technological Institutes operated by SLIATE island wide and 
these institutes conduct a broad range of multi-disciplinary programs targeting at A/L 
qualified student in Sri Lanka. 

The main objective of this study thus, was to examine the library collection of the Sri 
Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education that offer national diploma 
courses in the country, under the control of Higher Education Ministry. Basically, the 
organization, service and the nature of the libraries were considered. A comparative 
study of the library collection and the courses conducted by the institutes plus the 
system of updating, further gave a clear picture of the library highlighting the 
imperfections which need attention thereby fulfilling the objectives of the study.  

The research was conducted following the method of survey and the population was 
students and the academic staff. This sample consisted of 250 diploma candidates from 
the second  academic year, 10 lecturers and the all members of library staff of the 
Advanced Technological Institutes in the Western and Southern provinces. 
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Though the users hold a satisfactory opinion towards the library collection, the study 
revealed that there is a lack of library materials as it mainly consists of text books. The 
information services are carried out by using traditional methods. Modern technology 
such as internet is not used. There are shortcomings in updating and weeding of 
library materials as well. 

Identifying the imperfections appearing in the library collections, certain suggestions 
have been made to overcome these and to upgrade the libraries to modern standards, 
and to offer a better service to the reader. 

From this study attempts have been made to identify the information resources, using 
Internet facilities as well as services supplied by the libraries according to the 
information regarding to the present era. Sugessions for library resources development 
and improvement of the quality of its services have been made in this paper. 

 
Keywords : Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced Technologies Institute (SLIATE),  
                   Collection Development, Acquisition, Collection Management,                        

Information Services. 
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idrdxYh 

j¾;udk f;dr;=re iudch ;=< ffokslj b;d úYd, m%udKhlska ìys jkakdjQ oekqu 
w;am;a lr.ksñka ixúOdkh fldg .nvdlr wjYH mqoa.,hkayg fnod yßkq ,nk 
m%Yia; wdh;kh f,i mqia;ld, y÷kd .kq ,efí' mqia;ld, yd Bg wkqnoaê; 
wdh;khkays f;dr;=re fiajdkays m%Odk ld¾hNdrh jkqfha mqoa.,hkaf.a wOHdmk 
lghq;= ioyd odhl;ajh ,nd oSu w;r Tjqkaf.a úfõlh yd iudcdkqfhdackh ioyd 
myiqlï i,id Èuhs' fï ksid mqia;ld, l<ukdlrKfha ld¾hNdrh úh hq;af;a 
mdGlhdg wjYH f;dr;=re läkñka ksjerÈj ,nd§u i|yd mq¿,a jYfhka ìysjkakdjq 
f;dr;=re uq,dY% y÷kdf.k tajd w;am;a lrf.k mdGlhdg wjYHjQ úg ,nd§uh' ta 
wkqj mqia;ld, iïm;a tl;=j ms<snoj m¾fhaIK lsßu mqia;ld, yd mdGl hk 
fomd¾Yjhgu jeo.;ah' ˜YS% ,xld Wiia ;dlaI‚l mqia;ld,hkays tl;=j ms<sn| 
wOHhkhla˜ hk ud;Dldj mdol lr .ksñska lrk ,o fuu wOHhkh Wiia 
;dlaI‚l wOHdmk wdh;k mqia;ld,hkays f;dr;=re iïm;a tl;=j ms<sn|j lrkq 
,nk u;= wOHhkhka ioyd jeo.;a jkq we;' 

Wiia wOHdmkh i|yd Y%S ,xldfõ ;sfnk m%uqL;u wdh;khla jk Y%S ,xld Wiia 
;dlaIK wOHdmk wdh;kh Wiia wOHdmk wud;HdxYfha úIhh m:h hgf;a mj;sk 
jHjia:dms; uKav,hls' mYapd;a oaú;Sl uÜgñka Wiia ;dlaIK wOHdmkh m%j¾Okh 
lsÍu flakaø.; lrñka ;dlaIK úIhhkag yd jHdmdr wOHhkh úIhhkag wod<  
ämaf,daud mdGud,dj,ska fuu wdh;kh iukaú; fõ' Èjhsk mqrd Wiia ;dlaIK 
wdh;k (Advanced Technological Institute - ATI& ody;la ^17& fï jk úg msysgqjd we;' 
;jo fuu wdh;kh Y%S ,xldfõ wOHk fmdÿ iy;sl m;% W' fm< iu;a isiqka b,lal 
lr f.k ;dlaIK mdGud,d mj;ajdf.k hdug lghq;= lrkq ,efí' 

Wiia ;dlaI‚l wOHdmk wdh;k mqia;ld, wdrïN lr oekg oYl follg wdikak 
ld,hla .; ù we;;a" Wiia ;dlaI‚l wOHdmk wdh;k mqia;ld, ms<sn|j fukau  
f;dr;=re iïm;a tl;=j ms<sn|jo úêu;a wOHhkhla lsßu w;HdjYH lreKlaj ;ssfns'  
tu ysoei msrúu Wfoid lrk ,o  Wla; m¾fhaIKh u.ska  Wiia ;dlaI‚l wOHdmk 
wdh;k mqia;ld,hkays tl;=j ixúOdkh ù we;s wdldrh iy tu tl;=j  j¾;udkfha 
tu wdh;kj, mj;ajkq ,nk mdGud,dj,g wod<j f.dvke.Ss we;s wdldrh;a tu 
tl;=j hdj;ald,sk fjñka ixj¾Okh jk wdldrh ms<sn| f;dr;=re bÈßm;a lr 
we;sjd fukau ;j ÿrg;a ixj¾Okh lr .eksug wod< fhdackd o bÈßm;a lr we;' ta 
wkqj fuu m¾fhaIKfha  mrud¾:h jQfha YS% ,xld Wiia ;dlaIK wdh;k 
mqia;ld,hkays we;s f;dr;=re iïm;a tl;=j  úu¾Ykd;aulj .fõIKh lsßu jeo.;a      
fõ'         

wOHhkfha myiqj yd iSñ; ld, mrdih i,ld n,d Y%S ,xldfõ oekg ls%%shd;aul jk 
Wiia ;dlaIK wOHdmk wdh;k ody; w;=frka ol=Kq iy niakdysr m<d;a foflys 
msysá Wiia ;dlaIK wOHdmk wdh;k muKla m¾fhaIKh i|yd fhdod .kakd ,È' 
f;dard .kq ,enQ Wiia ;dlaI‚l wOHdmk wdh;kj, mdGud,d yodrkq ,nk 
ämaf,daud wfmalaIlhska w;=frka fojk j¾Ifha wOHhk lghq;=j, ksr;jk 
ämaf,daud  wfmalaIlhka foiSh mkyla ^250& la" lÓldpd¾hjreka oyhla ^10& la wyUq 
f,i f;dard .;a w;r mqia;ld, ld¾h uKav,h iSñ; jQ neúka ishÆu ld¾h uKav,h 
tkï oyhla ^10& iukaú; kshe¢hla fuu wOHhkh ioyd f;dard .kakd ,È' 
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fuu wOHhkh u`.ska tlS mqia;ld,j, we;s ú{dmk iïm;a (Information Resources) 
y÷kd .ekSug;a wka;¾cd, ^Internet& myiqlu Ndú;h ms<sn`oj fukau mqia;ld, u.ska 
mj;ajd f.k hkq ,nk fiiq fiajdjka ms<snoj wOHhkh lsÍugo yels jQ w;r 
j;auka hq.fha f;dr;=re wjYH;djkag wkqj tlS mqia;ld, iïm;a ixj¾Okh lsÍug;a 
fiajdjkays .=Kd;aulNdjh j¾Okh lr .ekSug;a wod, fhdackd fuu wOHhk u.ska 
bÈßm;a lsßug W;aidy lrk ,§' 
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yeÈkaùu 

1995 wxl 29 orK md¾,sfïka;= mk; u.ska 1995 foieïn¾ ui 01 Èk Y%S ,xld 

Wiia ;dlaIK wOHdmk wdh;kh (Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced 

Technological Education – SLIATE) msysgqjd we;' fuu wdh;kh wOHlaI 

ckrd,ajrfhl= hgf;a md,kh jk fuu Wiia wOHdmkh i|yd Y%S ,xldfõ 

;sfnk m%uqL;u wOHdmk wdh;khla jk w;r Wiia wOHdmk wud;HxYfha 

úIhh m:h hgf;a mj;sk jHjia:dms; uKav,hls' mYapd;a oaú;Shsl uÜgñka 

Wiia ;dlaIK wOHdmkh m%j¾Okh lsÍu flakaø.; lrñka ;dlaIK úIhhkag 

yd jHdmdr wOHhkh úIhhkag wod< ämaf,daud mdGud,dj,skao iukaú;h' 

Wiia ;dlaIK wdh;k ody;la hgf;a ^17& ^Advanced Technological Institute - 

ATI& Èjhsk mqrd msysgqjd we;s w;r fuu Wiia ;dlaIK wOHdmk wdh;k yd 

wxYj, Wiia cd;sl bxðfkare" Wiia cd;sl .KldêlrK" Wiia cd;sl 

l<ukdlrK" Wiia cd;sl jHdmdr mßmd,kh" Wiia cd;sl f;dr;=re ;dlaIK" 

Wiia cd;sl ;dlaI‚l" Wiia cd;sl bx.%Sis" Wiia cd;sl jHdmdr uQ,H yd Wiia 

cd;sl wdydr ;dlaIK wd§ ämaf,daud mdGud,djka ls%shd;aul fõ' 

 

fjkia jk wd¾Ól ixj¾Ok wjYH;d i|yd Ys,amSh uÜgfï ;dlaIKOdÍka 

mqyqKq lsÍu Wfoid ia:dms; Ys% ,xld Wiia ;dlaIK  wOHdmk wdh;k j, 

mqia;ld,j, wruqKq jkqfha tu ;dlaIK wdh;kj, mj;ajdf.k hkq ,nk 

mdGud,djka yodrkq ,nk ämaf,daud wfmalaIlhskaf.a bf.kqï ls%hdj,sfhaÈ 

wjYHjk f;dr;=re imqrd,Su ioyd fukau b.ekajSu ls%hdj,sfha ksr;  

lÓldpdrhjrekag ;u wOHhk lghq;= j,È  wjYH kj oekqï yd m¾fhaIK 

ms,sn|j ld,Sk f;dr;=re wjYH;d bgqlr,Suh' fuysÈ Bg wod<j  wjYH uqøs; 

fmd;a m;a fukau úoHq;a f;dr;=re udOHho we;=<;a tl;=jla f.dv k.d .eksu 

yd mqia;ld, ld¾h uKav,fha iydh ,nd.ksñska tu mqia;ld, mßYSs,kh 

lrk mdGlhskaf.a wOHdmkh" f;dr;=reuh" m¾fhaIKuh yd úfõlh  yd 

ffoksl f;dr;=re wjYH;d imhd .eksug wod< fiajdjka iemhSuh' ta wkqj 

Wiia wOHdmk wdh;k mqia;ld, u.ska tls wOHdmk wdh;kj, ämaf,daud 

wfmalaIlhska yd lÓldpd¾hjrekaf.a f;dr;=re wjYH;d bgq lsßfusÈ  tu 

mqia;ld, i;= iïm;a tl;= ms<sno wOHhkhla lsßuo jeo.;ah' mdGlhd 

fidhk f;dr;=re ioyd m%udKj;a mqia;ld, iïm;a tl;=jla Wiia ;dlaI‚l 


