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Preface

The Sri Lanka Library Review is a peer-reviewed journal published annually by
the Sri Lanka Library Association since 1962. The main objective of this journal
is dissemination of the information among scholars, educators and students in
the field of Library and Information Science, reflective practitioners in the
profession of information services and also among scholars and researchers in
related subject areas such information and knowledge management, education,
communication studies, and information policy.

This Journal is dedicated to publishing high-quality articles that describe the
most significant and cutting-edge research in all areas of Library and
Information Science. In addition to research articles, Sri Lanka Library Review
also publishes relevant review articles and concept papers. The unique feature of
this journal is that it publishes articles in all three languages, English, Sinhala
and Tamil. All articles published in Sinhala and Tamil language are
accompanied by an English abstract. As such, the journal aspires to be vibrant,
engaging and accessible, and at the same time integrative and challenging. In
this way, the journal aims to be the voice of the Sri Lankan Library and
Information Science community. To maintain quality of the journal, all types of
articles published in the Sri Lanka Library Review will be subject to the
journal’s double-blind review process.

Publishing of this Sri Lanka Library Review would have been an uphill task if
not for the invaluable assistance and courtesies rendered to me by a number of
persons, to whom I would like to express my deep appreciation.

First, I would like to especially thank and express my gratitude to all members of
editorial Committee for providing the dedicated support and feedback necessary
to develop and publish material of such consistent high quality. Special
appreciation is extended to all reviewers who have supported the journal by
reviewing and evaluating, all submitted manuscripts to the journal on a voluntary
basis. I gratefully appreciate the support extended to me in numerous ways by
the President, Sri Lanka Library Association and all members of Council and
Executive Committee which enable me to publish this journal on time. Authors
who contributed to the Sri Lanka Library Review are also acknowledged.
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It has been and still is a real pleasure and certainly a rewarding experience
serving as Editor-in-Chief of the Sri Lanka Library Review. Fulfilling editorial
obligations have not been a simple or easy task and I hope that you will overlook
any shortcomings and have enjoyed and benefited from all the published articles
in obligations at least as much as I did. I consider it is a great honor to be an
Editor-in-Chief of Sri Lanka Library Review, and I did my best to face all
challenges that confronted me and strived to increase the quality of the journal's
content.

All members of Sri Lanka Library Association are welcome to submit articles
within the aim and scope of the journal, for future issues of the journal. We
highly appreciate our readers’ feedback, so please share your ideas and thoughts
with us.

Neetha Damayanthi Peiris
Editor-in-Chief
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The Role of the Librarian in the Systematic Review Process

P.A.S.H. Perera!

Abstract

Evidenced-based practice is a process involving several stages in which the best
evidence on a given problem is identified and then applied to answer the relevant
question. Systematic Reviews (SRs) are considered as the best option to be used in
identifying the ‘best evidence’. Conducting a SR follows standard approaches of a
structured methodology. Being a rigorous and scientific approach, conducting SRs
needs a team of reviewers with expertise and skills for its successful completion.
Recent guidelines on SR procedure recommend an information scientist / librarian to
be included in the systematic literature review team, especially to undertake the search
for literature. In addition, recent literature reveals that the librarians / information
scientists have played varying roles in the SR process. Objective of this article is
therefore, to identify the nature of involvement of the librarian in the systematic
literature review process with a view to introducing this emerging role to Sri Lankan
LIS community. Author identifies many different roles for information specialists: as a
literature searcher, document supplier, reference manager, data extractor, report
writer, disseminator, project coordinator, communicator, organizer and even as a
project manager to a certain extent. If equipped with skills and expertise librarians can
be valuable research partners in the development and publication of systematic
reviews.

Keywords: Research Synthesis, Systematic Review Process, Systematic Search

Strategy, Librarian’s Involvement, Best Evidence, Information Retrieval
for SR

1. Senior Assistant Librarian, Medical Library, University of Peradeniya, Sri
Lanka. Email: sriyanip88@gmail.com
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Revision of Legal Deposit Legislation in Sri Lanka

Upali Amarasiri'

Abstract

The legal deposit legislation in Sri Lanka comprises 3 ordinances enacted during the
19" century and the early part of the 20™ century. Accordingly the printer of the
publication, was initially required to deposit 3 copies and subsequently 5 copies of
every printed publication with the Registrar of Books and Newspapers. During
colonial administration the Registrar of Books and Newspapers was a separate entity
under the overall supervision of the Chief Secretary. Just prior to granting
independence, the British created a range of departments decentralizing the functions
hitherto handled by the Chief Secretary’s Office. While they created the Department of
Government Archives to handle the work carried out by the Government Archivist,
instead of creating a separate entity, the office of the Registrar of Books and
Newspapers was placed under the Department of Government Archives, though there
was no relationship between the two subjects.

During the last few decades of the 20" century the Legal Deposit legislation has
changed dramatically. Instead of a mechanism of government supervision on the
publications it became an instrument of building national collections, publishing the
national bibliography and part of overall bibliographic control of a country. In
addition to this the legal deposit legislation had to confront new challenges created by
e-publications and the Internet. UNESCO, IFLA and CDNL played a leading role in
transforming the traditional legal deposit legislation to a modern one capable of
handling the new challenges. These organizations held international conferences,
launched special studies, organized professional meetings and discussions and
contracted special studies in this process which resulted in introducing a range of new
features to the legal deposit legislation.

As a result, one can witness either the introduction of new legal deposit legislation or a
revision of the old legal deposit legislation by most of the countries worldwide.
Unfortunately these changes have not been introduced to Sri Lanka. The National
Library & Documentation Services Board (NLDSB), SLLA and the Sri Lanka Book
Publishers Association agitated for modern legal deposit legislation as far back as
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1980s. Unfortunately the Department of National Archives (DNA) has not shown an
interest on the subject during all these years. Finally in 2012 the DNA appointed a
committee for the task, mainly due to the pressure of the NLDSB. The committee
released it’s 1* draft in 2015, which was examined by a committee appointed by the
NLDSB, in which the writer was a member. The committee found a number of
deficiencies in the draft including not having a brand new act of legal deposit, not
following the guidelines issued by UNESCO and not recognizing the role of the
NLDSB and the National Library. The NLDSB communicated the deficiencies to the
DNA but it accepted only some of the proposals sent by the NLDSB and showed a
reluctance to entertain the main proposals including introduction of a new law and
recognition of the role of the NLDSB and the National Library and the impact of the
legal deposit on the functions of these institutions. The paper discusses in detail the
current situation on the legal deposit system in Sri Lanka.

Keywords: Legal Deposit Legislation, National Library & Documentation Services
Board, Sri Lanka Naional Bibliography, National Bibliographic Control,
Deparment of National Archives

1. Director General, National Library & Documentation Services Board (1989-
2008),
Director, National Institute of Library and Information Sciences (2008-2014),
President, Sri Lanka Library Association (2009-2012)
Email: amarasiriupali22@gmail.com
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Usage and Challenges of Library Classification: An Overview of
Public Libraries in Manmunai Pattu Division, Batticaloa

B. Prashanthan'

Abstract

A Library could serve its users effectively only when the process to organize its of
information materials (arrangements of library documents) is systematically organized
and identified. In this background the integration of library classification play an
important role in the advancement of library information services. In this context this
paper discusses the usage of library classification system (DDC) in public libraries at
Manmunai Pattu Pradesha Saba (PS) Division, Batticaloa. The study used the survey
research and questionnaires, Observation has been used as the data collection
instrument. All six (06) public libraries in the Manmunai Pattu Division were regarded
as the study population. According to the result the overall level for the usage of a
classification system in the libraries need improvement. Further the study identified
three challenges (Technical challenges, Infrastructure challenges and Administrative
challenges) facing the effective use of the library classification system. As a whole it is
essential that the classificationsystem used in the libraries be improved to provide an
effective library services. Therefore this study suggests recommendation to upgrade the
current use of library classification.

Keywords: Library Classification, Information Organization, Public Libraries.

1. Senior Assistant Librarian, Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies,
Eastern University, Sri Lanka. Email: prashsh3y@gmail.com
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The Future of Sri Lankan Libraries'

Pradeepa Wijetunge”

Abstract

The libraries across the globe are forced to revolutionize their processes and practices
to accommodate the changes brought about by many social, economic, demographic
and technological factors and many countries have taken national level initiatives to
understand the impact of these changes upon their libraries. This paper highlights four
such initiatives adopted by the USA, UK, Australia and New Zealand and stresses that
Sri Lanka is yet to take any national level initiative to study the factors that will affect
the service paradigm of the libraries in future. While emphasizing some salient factors
on Sri Lanka’s education, ICT penetration and its rank in the global innovation index,
this paper accentuates that the professional LIS Associations and teaching bodies must
play a major role in identifying the challenges that will require fundamental changes
in the libraries, in order to survive.

Keywords: Future of Libraries, Sri Lanka, Challenges, Change

'An expanded version of the Keynote Address made at the inauguration of the Prof. Russell
Bowden Auditorium of the National Institute of Library and Information Sciences, University
of Colombo on 28" January 2017.

a. Librarian, University of Colombo, e-mail: librarian@lib.cmb.ac.lk

66



ESoIcs SN858e® € AL e8I, baSm »I DR
2002 B8R ©®1 Berision yedaw:

aols. 8. eumxsie Bedes'

A Sociological Study on the Historical, Philosophical and
Technological Factors that Contributed in the Establishment of the
Concept of Library

R.D. Ananda Tissa'

Abstract

Library is an institution that dates back to the beginning of human civilization. In
ancient times man attempted to inculcate wisdom and a sense of history to his future
generations. The expansion of private and public libraries in many countries from the
distant era reflects man’s urge and desire for knowledge. One strategy used by man
for ensuring happiness in his life was to be employed in reading. It was also
necessary to communicate beyond the limits of time and space. Information inflation
gave rise to the expansion of library services such as information awareness,
retrieval, distribution and as a consequence Library and Information Science
developed as an independent field of study evolving from sources of several related
disciplines.

Accordingly several historical, philosophical, technological and sociological factors
that contributed in the establishment of the concept of library could be recognized. It
gradually transformed into an institute that provides multi services on the basic of
historical, theoretical, technological, biological, ethical, cultural, philosophical,
linguistic, educational, political and economic factors. This article elaborates the
outcome of a research carried out from a new perspective which reveals the effect of
the above factors on the establishment of the concept of the library.

Keywords: Library, Library and Information Science, Library History, Library
Service, Social Epistemological Study

1. Senior Assistant Librarian, Gampaha Wickramarachchi Ayurveda Institute,
University of Kalaniya, Yakkala. Email: rdatissa@gmail.com
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Bibliometric Research on Children’s Literature in Sri Lanka
(2012 and 2013)

Iromi Menaka Wijesundara'

Abstract

Every contry produce their own literary work at different times on different themes and
in varying numbers. These books contain information on social, economic and cultural
situations, languages and government of a country during a particular period of a
time. In conducting this study on children’s work published in Sri Lanka, the Sri Lanka
National Bibliography was used as the data collecting tool with the objective of using
time, money and labour effectively. The children’s work contained in the Sri Lanka
National Bibliography published in 2012 and 2013 were used. Bibliometric method
was used as the methodology of the study.

In this study attention was focused on the quantity of the work, and all data and
information were analyzed through tablular and graphical methods etc. In compiling
children’s literary works priority is given to children’s fictions and minimum attention
is given to songs, children’s poems and drama. It was also concluded that translation
of children’s literature in the world is at a low level and publishers are not interested
in publishing children’s work.

The main recommendation of the study is to take necessary action to encourage
publishers to increase the publishing of children’s work by ensuring government
mediation and increasing of private sector contribution.

Keywords: Bibliometric Research, Sinhala Literature, Children Literture, Children
Fiction, National Bibliography

1. Library & Documentation Officer, National Library and Documentation
Services Board. Email: iromiwi@yahoo.com
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Problems Faced by Students Following Diploma Course in
Library and Information Science Conducted by
the Sri Lanka Library Association

K.K.G Wijeweeral
Abstract

The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) has been conducting Library Science
courses since 1961. The objective of this study is to identify the problems faced by
students following the Diploma Course in Library and Information Science conducted
by the SLLA and to suggest suitable solutions to those problems. A survey was
conducted in 2015 by using a questionnaire with closed and open ended questions.
Sinhala Medium final year students were selected for the study. The total population of
the study was 68 students. Twenty seven students were selected using random
sampling method. The reasons given for studying a library science course were
expecting a job, expecting a promotion in the present job and aiming to improve the
knowledge in library science. The majority were expecting a promotion in the present
job. Thirteen students have stated that main problem faced while following Level II
course was difficulty in finding reading material related to the course and same reason
given by sixteen students following the Level III course.

The diploma course would attract more students, if it is job oriented. Identifying new
trends in working environments and amending the course contents to suit them is also
important. It is also important to conduct the lectures as per the time table. Students
should be made aware of the library facilities available at the National Library and
also recommended book lists should be provided to students. The association should
intervene when the students find it difficult to get leave approved when engaging in
their projects.

Keywords:  Sri Lanka Library Association, Library and Information Science
Education, Library Science Students, Sri Lanka

1. Senior Assistant Librarian, Branch Library, Postgraduate Institute of
Medicine, Teaching Hospital, Peradeniya, Sri Lanka.
Email: wijeweerakgg@hotmail.com
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A Study on Current Status of Ola Leaf Manuscripts Collections
in Sri Lanka

P.M. Ayomi1

Abstract

Ola Leaf Manuscripts are very valuable sources of historical information in Sri Lanka
going back thousands of years. The palm leaf and talipot trees were used for writing
and leaves were prepared by a traditional technological process. This traditional art of
writing on the leaves was practiced mainly in Buddhist temple. There are large
collections of Ola Leaves in temples. Ola Leaf collections are seen in the University
Libraries, Department Libraries as well as in individual collection. It is of paramount
importane that the libraries preserve these collections but these librarie are facing
many problems in the conservation and preservation of Ola Leaf Manuscripts. The
government of Sri Lanka should take steps and give their support to solve the problem
of conservation and preservation of Ola leaf Manuscripts.

Keywords :  Ola leaf, Library, Preservation

1. Senior Assistant Librarian, Institute of Indigenous Medicine , University of
Colombo, Rajagiriya. Email: ayomimp@yahoo.com
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The Study of Library Collections of
Selected Advanced Technical Institutes

B.A. Priyani Balasuriya'

Abstract

A library is a treasure house of knowledge where information is gathered, stored and
provided to enhance the knowledge of the reader. The library collection is enriched
with knowledge and information stored in variety of resources. In this context, it plays
a significant role in the academic curriculum and this study is based on the evaluation
of library collection.

The Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education (SLIEAT) is one of the
leading government institutions in the higher education sector in Sri Lanka. It was
established by Parliament Act no 29 of 1995, and comes under the purview of the
ministry of higher Education.

There are 17 Advanced Technological Institutes operated by SLIATE island wide and
these institutes conduct a broad range of multi-disciplinary programs targeting at A/L
qualified student in Sri Lanka.

The main objective of this study thus, was to examine the library collection of the Sri
Lanka Institute of Advanced Technological Education that offer national diploma
courses in the country, under the control of Higher Education Ministry. Basically, the
organization, service and the nature of the libraries were considered. A comparative
study of the library collection and the courses conducted by the institutes plus the
system of updating, further gave a clear picture of the library highlighting the
imperfections which need attention thereby fulfilling the objectives of the study.

The research was conducted following the method of survey and the population was
students and the academic staff. This sample consisted of 250 diploma candidates from
the second academic year, 10 lecturers and the all members of library staff of the
Advanced Technological Institutes in the Western and Southern provinces.
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Though the users hold a satisfactory opinion towards the library collection, the study
revealed that there is a lack of library materials as it mainly consists of text books. The
information services are carried out by using traditional methods. Modern technology
such as internet is not used. There are shortcomings in updating and weeding of
library materials as well.

Identifying the imperfections appearing in the library collections, certain suggestions
have been made to overcome these and to upgrade the libraries to modern standards,
and to offer a better service to the reader.

From this study attempts have been made to identify the information resources, using
Internet facilities as well as services supplied by the libraries according to the
information regarding to the present era. Sugessions for library resources development
and improvement of the quality of its services have been made in this paper.

Keywords : Sri Lanka Institute of Advanced Technologies Institute (SLIATE),
Collection  Development, Acquisition, Collection ~ Management,
Information Services.

1. Librarian, Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration, Colombo 07
Email: priyani@slida.lk
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