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Message from the President, SLLA

I am very happy to forward this message as the President of the Sri Lanka Library
Association (SLLA) for the conference proceedings of the National Conference
on Library & Information Science (NACLIS) 2022, organized annually by the
SLLA.

Library & Information Science professionals need to play an important role in
the education process by making people aware of innovations as well as emerging
trends in the global scenario and motivating the use of information, skills, new
knowledge and wisdom. Among the solutions available to capture and address
these needs, research takes precedence. Accordingly, since the year 2003, the Sri
Lanka Library Association has been encouraging the members of the association for conducting
research and presenting them nationally and internationally.

Maintaining high-quality professional standards requires research and development in Library &
Information Science (LIS). SLLA encourages researchers in LIS by educating the members in research
methodology, assisting them in various aspects to conduct research and publish them, and awarding
research grants and awards. Research is also essential for the development of libraries and to improve
the professional qualifications of members. Special appreciation should be recorded for the tireless
contributions of the Conference Chair, Dr. Tharanga Ranasinghe, and members of the NACLIS
Committee in organizing the 17th Annual NACLIS in 2022. As SLLA strives to attain sustainable
development in 2030 along with other national and international bodies such as the Sustainable
Development Council of Sri Lanka (SDCSL) and IFLA, | am confident that the deliberations of this
conference will definitely contribute to empowering Sri Lankan libraries and librarians for a
sustainable future.

| take this opportunity to thank the Chief Guest, Guest of Honour, Keynote Speaker as well as all the
paper presenters, session chairs, panel of reviewers and editors, and all the participants. | especially
thank the NACLIS Committee of SLLA for successfully organizing this event. | also thank the Council
and Executive Committee Members of SLLA as well as the staff of SLLA for all the support extended.

I wish the Annual National Conferences on Library & Information Science (NACLIS) 2022 a great
success!

Dr. R. D. Ananda Tissa
President
Sri Lanka Library Association



Message from the Chief Guest

It is indeed a great pleasure for me to write this message on the occasion of the
National Conference on Library and Information Science 2022 (NACLIS 2022)
under the theme "Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future™, organized by
the Sri Lanka Library Association. The Annual Research Symposium organized by
the Association has particular significance in the fields of Library and Information
Science. It provides an opportunity for academics; researchers, policymakers, and
other interested parties to share their views on mutually rewarding topics, and to
obtain constructive feedback on their work from experts in the various disciplines.

&
o=
High-quality research activities add value, status, and glamour to the professional/academic

institution's role as a center of research and learning. High quality research contributes to nation-
building, and has international impact.

Let me take this opportunity to thank the Council of the Sri Lanka Library Association 2021/22 and
the conference committee for their praiseworthy effort in making this conference a reality. | am
confident that this year’s symposium will challenge and inspire you, and will enhance the opportunities
for new knowledge, collaborations, and friendships.

Professor Senaka Rajapakse
Director

Postgraduate Institute of Medicine
University of Colombo



Message from the Conference Chair

| am honored to serve as the Conference Chair of the 17th National Conference
on Library and Information Science (NACLIS) 2022 organized by the Sri
Lanka Library Association (SLLA). Being one of the prominent academic
events on library and information science (LIS) taking place in Sri Lanka, the
annual NACLIS creates an opportunity for scholars and professionals in LIS
to share their thoughts, knowledge, and opinions.

NACLIS 2022 provides a unique experience to both presenters and
participants as it is held as a virtual conference amidst the post-pandemic
economic crisis in Sri Lanka. This year’s conference theme “Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable
Future” aligns with United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals for 2030. There are twelve (12)
abstracts accepted for presentation at this conference, representing diverse topics of LIS and they are
divided into two (02) technical sessions. Contributors of the papers are from different parts of Sri
Lanka and represent various fields of study. Most significantly, papers are presented in all three
languages used in the country making this conference a truly national event.

Professor Senaka Rajapakse, Chair Professor of Medicine as well as the Director of the Postgraduate
Institute of Medicine, University of Colombo, is an internationally recognized academician as well as
a research scientist, will address the gathering at NACLIS 2022 as our Chief Guest today. We are
fortunate to have Ms. Chamindry Saparamadu, Director General of the Sustainable Development
Council of Sri Lanka (SDCSL) who provides leadership to the SDCSL in achieving the 2030 Agenda
for Sustainable Development in Sri Lanka. The audience will have the opportunity to listen to the
keynote address by Dr. Ravi Fernando, an internationally renowned entrepreneur as well as a specialist
in sustainable development. Our heartfelt thanks go to the Chief Guest, Guest of Honour, and Keynote
Speaker for accepting our invitation to grace the event.

My gratitude is extended to the SLLA President, General Secretary, and the other Council members
for their support and guidance extended to make this event a possible and successful one. | must thank
all the presenters and co-authors for contributing to the NACLIS 2022 with their research papers. |
take this opportunity to thank the panel of reviewers, editors, and session chairs for their valuable
contributions. Finally, I appreciate the teamwork of SLLA’s LIS Research Group and NACLIS 2022
Organizing Committee to make this event a reality.

| wish all presenters and participants a fruitful session and a memorable experience.

Dr. W.M.T.D. Ranasinghe
Conference Chair
NACLIS 2022
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Social Networking Platforms for Visual and Performing Arts Education

G.F. Yasanthini'” and S. Santharooban?
" Assistant Librarian, Swami Vipulananda Institute of Aesthetic Studies, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.
yasanthinig@esn.ac.lk
?Senior Assistant Librarian, Faculty of Health-Care Sciences, Eastern University, Sri Lanka

Abstract

Social networks are deeply rooted in every aspect of society and play a vital role in everything from
basic individual interaction to politics at large. The role of social networking (SN) platforms in
education is profoundly expounded in different studies. The present study aims to investigate the use
of SN platforms for visual and performing arts education and their impact on student learning at Swami
Vipulananda Institutes of Aesthetic Studies, Eastern University, Sri Lanka. A self-administrated
questionnaire was used to collect the quantitative data from 245 undergraduates using stratified random
sampling, and focus group discussions were conducted with sixteen immediate pass-out students to
collect qualitative data. The findings revealed that more than 90% of students use the SN platforms.
Correspondence analysis revealed that the use of SN platforms was significantly associated with the
respondents’ academic discipline. The discipline of visual technological art (VTA) is significantly
associated with Instagram, Google slideshare, virtual galleries, and museum collections (p<0.05). The
discipline of dance is significantly associated with YouTube, Facebook, and Viber (p< 0.05) while the
disciplines of music are significantly associated with YouTube (p<0.05). The VTA students use social
networking sites to share their creative artwork in a public forum and to get recognition in professional
venues and similar interest groups (60.6%). They mostly use Instagram (53.2%), Google SlideShare
(57.4%), and virtual galleries (60.1%) for this purpose. Other disciplines, such as dance, music, and
drama and theater, mostly use YouTube to view and download the performances of legendary artists
for their course work and to share their performances with the public. As such, the main purposes of
using SN platforms were information dissemination (88.3%), peer tutoring (80.8%), independent
learning (73.8%), and access to disciplinary materials (66.4%), followed by interaction with the
professional community (60.7%). The respondents revealed that the loss of the traditional Guru-
Shishya relationship, which is often revered in performance-based learning, loss of creativity, loss of
direct learning experience from the teacher, and misuse or unauthorized information sharing were
pointed-out as major consequences of using SN platforms. Finally, this study recommends educating
all the students about the trends, use, and impact of SN platforms, making them aware of the rights of
digital information sharing, and implementing ways to incorporate them into visual and performing

arts curricula for effective learning.

Keywords: Artistic performances, Information sharing, Social networking platforms, Visual and
performing arts
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Users’ Perception of the User Education Programs of the Main Library,
Wayamba University, Sri Lanka: A Case Study

A.P.M.M.D.B Dayananda!* and K.G.I. Jayawardena?
" Assistant Librarian, Wayamba University of Sir Lanka.
dulanja@wyb.ac.lk
“Senior Assistant Librarian, Wayamba University of Sir Lanka.

Abstract

Academic libraries are hubs of knowledge and, hence, are considered integral parts of academic life.
The user perception of different user education programs offered by the library has identified the
importance of acquiring the user perception. Most university students come from rural areas with
different backgrounds, some of which possess better skills to utilize library materials, while others do
not have enough skills for utilizing library materials such as computers, use of the internet, and library
catalogue. The Wayamba University library conducts user education programs every semester, but still
there are some students who face difficulties in accessing and using library materials. They take
considerable time in searching for particular information resources and locating them. This situation
led researchers to embark on studies with the hope of finding out why these students are not responding
positively to the training given to them. Do they really understand the user education programs? Are
the education programs relevant to the needs of library users? These are some of the questions this
research is going to address. The answer to the research will hopefully be used to improve the skills of
the users, so that the materials in the library can be put to maximum utilization. The objective of this
case study was to access the users’ perception and examine the impact of the user education programs
conducted. "How to Use OPAC’, "Library Resources, Services, and Facilities in WULN (Wayamba
University Library Network)", and "Information Literacy for Academic Purposes’ are the library user
education programs considered in this study. The participants were the undergraduate and postgraduate
students who participated in the library user education programs during 2021-2022. These programs
were conducted in online mode. A user survey method was adopted in this study. Considering the size
of the student group, using Krejcie and Morgan sample table, 217 of the total population (500) were
randomly selected for the study, and a questionnaire was used to collect data. The response rate was
88%. The result shows that 98% of the users indicated that library education programs helped them to
obtain an awareness of library resources and services. In addition, more than 95% of the users claimed
that library user education programs supported their academic and research purposes. The major
barriers reported by the users to the effective use of the education programs are the lack of
computer/internet (68%), and lack of hands-on training. (60%). Furthermore, the library should
incorporate creative activities into its user education programs.

Keywords: Library user education, University libraries, Information literacy, Library services,
Information skills
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Awareness and Perceptions of Librarians in Sri Lanka on Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs)

Uditha Gunasekara'’, Padma Bandaranayake? and Maithree Jayasundara3
"Research Officer, National Library & Documentation Services Board.
udithagunasekara2@gmail.com
*Director, National Library & Documentation Services Board
3 Assistant Director (Research), National Library & Documentation Services Board

Abstract

The United Nations 2030 Agenda with seventeen goals and one hundred sixty-nine targets is a
universal declaration to nations of the world to end hunger, extreme poverty, protect the environment
and reduce inequalities etc. Despite the fact that the SDGs are universal goals, each country will be
responsible for developing and implementing national plans and strategies to achieve them. As
knowledge institutions, libraries play an important role in achieving the SDGs. Therefore, the library
community in each country stands ready to show how libraries serve as partners to help meet the SDGs
and local development needs. Hence, the main objective of this study was to examine librarians’
awareness and perceptions of the attainment of SDGs in Sri Lanka. The study population is comprised
of library professionals and information personnel who work in all types of libraries in Sri Lanka, and
it includes over 600 active members of the SLLA. In this study carried out by the Research Division
of the National Library and Documentation Services Board, an online survey method was used, and
data were collected via an online questionnaire (Google form). The entire population is considered the
sample. Two hundred fifty library and information personnel representing the National Library, public
libraries, academic libraries, and other institutional libraries responded. The collected data were
analyzed using MS Excel. The findings revealed that awareness of each SDG is quite variable, although
65.6% of library and information personnel were aware of the SDGs as a whole. However, they were
not familiar with the content (targets and indicators) and weren't aware of how the library could
contribute to achieving SDGs. Among the respondents, 65% of the libraries have not followed or
implemented any immediate or long-term plans or relevant programmes for the attainment of SDGs.
This study recommends that the National Library of Sri Lanka and the Sri Lanka Library Association,
as the professional association, raise awareness about the SDGs and educate library professionals about
how various programmes can be implemented to help achieve the SDGs. It is also suggested to give
opportunities for library staff to attend conferences, workshops, and related programmes on SDGs; to
establish a SDG corner in every library to collect and disseminate information on SDGs; and to allow
the library community to engage in such programmes. Also, governments and non-governmental
organizations should support libraries to make library services effective with the aim of achieving
SDGs by 2030. The study concludes that librarians need to update themselves on SDGs and set
indicators related to each relevant target in order to accomplish the task.

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals, Awareness, Perceptions, Librarians, National Library of
Sri Lanka
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Statistical Analysis of Articles Published in the Sri Lanka Development
Administration Journal from 1970 to 2015

B.A. Priyani Balasooriya
Librarian, Sri Lanka Institute of Development Administration.
privani@slida.gov.lk

Abstract

The Administrative Service of Sri Lanka is one of the island-wide services in Sri Lanka and the
decision-making officers and managers of all government agencies are members of this service. A
training institute for the training of administrative service officers was started in the year 1969 as the
Sri Lanka Administrative Training Institute. The institution started to publish the Journal of the Sri
Lanka Development Administration in 1970. The main purpose of this study was to study the
administrative literature based on the academic articles published in the Sri Lanka Development
Administration Journal during the period 1970-2015. The other objectives were to investigate the
direction of the administrative subject, the subject area of the academic supplied articles, the related
works and reference sources used in writing the articles, and the length or page count of the articles.
This was a desk research study with bibliometric analysis. The journal has been published as Sri Lanka
Journal of Development Administration: New Series since 1984. According to the eras in which this
journal was published, there are three periods. That is 1970-1977, 1984-1996, and 2003-2015. There
were seven volumes from 1970 to 1977, with two issues per year. From 1984-1996, nine volumes were
published, two issues per year, and from 2003 to 2015, five volumes were published, one issue per
year. The highest number of articles was published in the year 1990, the number of articles was nine.
From time to time, the period of publication of a journal has changed as well as the format.
Accordingly, as the physical size of the journal and the font size used have changed, there were also
large differences in the page size of each issue. Reference sources for articles were also studied.
Between 25 and 35 average reference sources were cited in an article. For the future development of
the journal, this academic journal should be published continuously in an update. It is recommended
that unanimity should be maintained in the use of reference sources and that appropriate articles must
be published at the most relevant time.

Keywords: Administrative literature, Public administration, Administrative service, Sri Lanka
Development Administration Institute, Bibliometric studies



Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future | NACLIS 2022

3e3Ic Bebam B®wdied ded s pe (2019 -2021) sg § B8 8Ea¢d
BdeCsennss

0D, DAIED. o3, . yPIH
20 GEHDDICEBIDBE,
©8usy Sn®aicdd ed®n eedes dROSeBIES.
kusala@gwu.ac.lk

3orSeedescs

B Com 382E ov®i B8LY Rl & OB EAD @Ko D3OS Gy B eEes
e®® B0 B & HB®. eO8 Bed YIRS 1962 BHEE ©e "Con GEHWIE Bev®edd

e®®” (Journal of the Ceylon Library Association) :8z3 ¢, 1967 @ " como gedmmc 8@bas” (Sri
Lanka Library Review) m»®=3 ¢, 1972-1985 mced "8 o gedomie d0bam 'm0 @@ (Sri
Lanka Library Review New Service) »8z3¢ 88Q esoeaddmasio = g amd 2003 dbsewns’ ©g g

Gomn gedmmE D0B@x '(Sri Lanka Library Review) »@= a¢ ¢2500® gmesd o 0w cR8. 2020
Dbsed 8O Dedmd mEI e eEH 006 YIawd o Oy CA8. acdved 8O® Bove, ecd®g
2% @& > H»IB) FFOewHO @8 E8 5wInwed o 8&. e®® alrnumed gdger D5ies’, e®®
Db p» BE e®O B®O OBSY IRED & wI® ¢ B8 BERCD alnume SEEQ. e®8 wiedSw
G8 wem COmEs emin®en Z@Ieme: e 8 Bede, ewicinst Sebeam g ®iens, E8
RGO 313 &) 0w i), BBwm 8g u®iens, B8 umiand o 8 Sedsies’ n@» duw Pednwss
88D ¢, v WOrey S8Came B8O 0@8 @dgen 0. @®® GLBHBHH BEYI EWINNT) G118 HOeDcw
95308 @vw® HOEDCHB. § Gomn yEdIC DObnm Bwded wme »3 Desdm (1962-2018) G8
BEATD sy DOTGD®E B ©1ens’ eiibc ¢ib.8. aimsic Bede D853 edmmE ®I eSO
Devo BT &S DD 2019 wewr sedven 800 @¢8urd o By @053 0®® wledsenc
BCHI @535y §E8WO s YW PE YWIRWGO B WE WERIS BW BWICI OB GL. OB @@es
o5 e 008 Dbv P PE WS B YRBEO 8 0 @B and & wews B8 JOmws’ e®s
sbedemns’ 35 econ B8 wuw . & byl E8 cOmes ewl sbedsmus’ wod ecemned
G8 eocw 1823 D80 wEsdE sg B aro. ©Osn E8 y@iens 32 O amd, 93 BowE vz E8 09,
@c®g sy B8 07 65 9B $rsieds’ 6O G8 1623 @) . 2019 dbsed & 918© E8 y®remw:
sed a8 a0 d6 g@remens’ 108. 20O B8 ydiens D 88 04 ued ared 2021, ©egdx
@0de®u. 2020 8@ mEIwved B H§ROeEO® E8 80D gInwd o 3 . 2021, ecdm
edeed® 89 33 853 g3 E8w; Ewm® B8w Om amd, 89 11- 20 and ©ciss e D180 B8 s@iennss
REO &8 B ar. 2019 dbzed & 88)® 89 yeramewns’ @3 B8e ymInnd o § end S 89 03
B. 00® B8 yerens gmnds’ 980 B8 u®ienkss gmand o & grienst @wdm gudmmc 88R¢OE.
180 Bebam Ei1g oD D Eig 67 00 00 gustersd 2019 dbsed gmBn smdied 84
24 853 @ @ Qerocmun B85 0O B8Bw wew ¢. BB Sebnm GrRigw:s »idm eIDE
G8s 953en’ 2019 Obzed ol @088 B85 dm 308 emidwr @uide 88acd O B8wa.
Bectd oGnun 85 0n e E8w D¥es @iitn O8.8. Bk @wmn 8853 68» “Preventing
the Plague of Plagiarism " @8 89 16 853 g3 80bas §cig 36 853 ©@538n E8r8. emds mE
2eM GO B8 g@remed Fn08wi 83s gr amd, B8um gl Be g 89 u®iemend ¢
F20Bws BIO Ocos 0. vg 0T CIAD ®EIB 8eHr I 2 DEIGO O O3 e @0
BB & Qdeed B8 vg B8O s10mB50 90O PewitmOS D) ¢C W) PEBBIO BOCD
eRs ©® PEIwE® E8 ug B8O ewidmn WIB. 28 WEIeO O EBw e Sece cODE
83> Svn lemwusiensd B8 gaeom segB8e 8% ¢ dedBu vbedemuried ¢(® s eOD
G OB gdEd Dy arD.

B8R B¢ B DKL BIEHS, @e3Te B8, gedvmIE wiBmna, guemmc d0bam



Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future | NACLIS 2022

An Analysis of the Articles Published in the Sri Lanka Library Review (2019-2021)

H. W. K. S. Pushpakanthi
Assistant Librarian,
Gampaha Wickramarachchi University of Indigenous Medicine
kusala@gwu.ac.lk

Abstract

The Sri Lanka Library Review Journal is published by the Ceylon Library Association. The journal's
first edition was published in 1962 as "Journal of the Ceylon Library Association," then changed to
"Sri Lanka Library Review" in 1976, "Sri Lanka Library Review New Service" from 1972-1985, and
finally, "Sri Lanka Library Review" from 2003 onwards. Two editions of the magazine have been
published per year since 2020. From the beginning, articles in English, Tamil, and Sinhala were
published in the magazine. The objective of this study was to examine the articles published in this
magazine from 2019 to 2021. How many writers have written for the magazine? The quantity of
references used, the medium of articles, the pages of an article, and the subject field of the articles
were reviewed. The methodology used in the study was a bibliometric study. As Dr. R.D. Ananda
Thissa presented a research paper to the National Summit on Library and Information Science 2019
on the topic of statistical review regarding the articles published in the Ceylon Library Review
Magazine during 57 years (1962-2018); the five magazines published in these three years were
considered in this study. Overall, five magazines have been issued during these three years, and a total
of 35 writers have provided articles for the magazines. Among them, two articles by four authors have
been published in each of the five magazines. The total number of articles is 32, and among them, 9
are in Sinhala, 7 in Tamil, and 16 in English. The highest number of articles was 10 published in the
magazine in 2019. The minimum number of articles was 4, published in the first edition in 2021. In
the first edition in 2020, the articles were published equally in all three languages. The article with 33
pages was the article with the highest number of pages published in the second volume in 2021, while
the majority of the articles were written with 11-20 pages. The article with the shortest number of
pages was 3 pages and was published in 2019. The majority of these articles were published regarding
public libraries. The highest number of references was 67 references included in the article written by
Padma Bandaranayake, published in 2019. The article written on Mrs. Ishvari Corea by Upali
Amarasiri in 2019 is the only article that has not included any references. The only article from a
foreign writer was provided by Professor M.P. Satija on the topic of, preventing the Plague of
Plagiarism, which was comprised of 16 pages and 36 references. There should be one standard for all
the articles and the number of pages per article in all the editions of the magazine. It is suggested to
use different topics for each edition, and articles should be presented in accordance with the topic.
Articles should be published equally in all three languages in every edition as it is helpful for the
readers. By publishing articles from foreign writers from different subject fields, as such, one article
for each edition will create the opportunity to receive knowledge from foreign researchers.

Keywords: Bibliographic control, Academic journals, LIS literature, Sri Lanka Library Review
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An Examination of the Decline of the Pothgul Tradition during the Kotte Period

H.M. Isuru Herath
Assistant Librarian, University of Peradeniya.
isuruhistory@gmail.com

Abstract

The Kotte period was one of the most prominent periods in Sinhalese literature in Sri Lanka (1415
A.D.—-1797 A.D.). During the reign of King Buwanekabahu IV, a powerful minister, Nissanka
Alagakonara, also known as Alakeshwara, built the Kotte Fortress. The Pothgul tradition was well
established during the Kotte kingdom. The contributions to the Sinhalese literature from the following
ancient temples were examples of that: Pepiliyana Sunetradevi Pirivena, Keragala Padmavathi
Rajamaha Viharaya, Vedagama Sri Ganananda Pirivena, and Devinuwara Ergal Kulathilaka Pirivena.
The main objective of this study was to find out the reasons for the decline of the Pothgul tradition,
which was well established during the beginning of the Kotte period. The exploration of primary and
secondary literature resources was used as the methodology of the study. The study concluded that the
following reasons were responsible for the fading away of the Pothgul tradition in the Kotte period:
struggles between local communities and the Portuguese’s invaders; Vijayaba Kollaya; and anti-
Buddhist propaganda followed by the King, Seethawaka Rajasinghe.

Keywords: Pothgul tradition, Kingdom of Kotte, Vijayaba kollaya, Portuguese, Kingdom of
Seethawaka
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Abstract

The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are divided into three categories: economic, social, and
environmental. Of the 17 SDGs that were introduced by the United Nations Department of Economic
and Social Affairs, goals from 13 to 15 can be considered as directly related to the environment.
Environmental awareness is important for every individual to minimize the influence of man-made
disruptions and ensure the long-term sustainability of the environment and society. For the above
purpose, adequate knowledge sharing and sufficient access to relevant, up-to-date information would
be essential. The libraries can be effective facilitators, provided innovative strategies which are
deployed to engage with the users. Traditionally, libraries would be mostly responsible for developing
an information collection and enabling users to access those resources. Accordingly, the library
orientation sessions for undergraduates would primarily consist of showcasing and familiarizing them
with the variety of resources available for reference, typically through several mutually exclusive
examples. In contrast, this study, based on the student feedback survey results, has been conducted
with several instances of a single realistic example that is familiar and has a sensible as well as
significant storyline. In order to develop research skills and environmental awareness simultaneously,
the library orientation session on "first steps in research" for the most recent intake of engineering
undergraduates at the University of Moratuwa was adapted to raise environmental awareness of the
Bologoda wetland system. It is the largest freshwater wetland arrangement with a high ecological,
social, and economic value, in addition to having the Bolgoda Lake adjacent to the university premises.
A lecture on the importance of literature review in research was followed by an introductory situational
awareness of Bolgoda Lake and the wetland system prior to allowing the students to perform a guided
literature survey to retrieve information from a variety of sources. This included choosing a topic from
among five specific areas on the Bolgoda wetland system, namely: illegal encroachment and landfilling
in the Bolgoda area; flood risk management through the Bolgoda wetland system; waste dumping
adjacent to Bolgoda lake; the impact of water pollution on the biodiversity of Bolgoda lake; and the
economic benefits of developing recreational activities in Bolgoda lake. Out of 8§12 online participants,
792 submitted the assignment and feedback through a circulated Google form, where Likert scale was
used to measure the level of awareness and perception of the session content. The results revealed that
the awareness of the Bolgoda ecosystem had significantly improved from "Poor" 36.05 % to 0 %;
"Fair" 14.01% to 5.44 %; "Satisfactory" 13.61 % to 24.49 %; "Very Good" 4.08 % to 45.58 % and
"Excellent" 12.24 % to 24.49 %. Furthermore, the majority of the participants were active (90.35 %)
throughout the session with a satisfaction of 94.55 % for learning outcomes, 92.47 % for session
content, and 90.27 % for assignment activity. In comparison to the previous records of identical
exercises annually conducted by the library for fresh undergraduates, these are the highest achieved in
terms of activity and successful rates. In conclusion, this reveals that the library could effectively be
involved with environmental awareness development across the domains of undergraduate education,
which directly contributes to the future decision-makers while catering to the requirements of SDG’s.

Keywords: Bolgoda lake, Wetlands, Freshwater, Library orientation, Information retrieval
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The Study on the Research Support Services of Academic Libraries based on the
Research Lifecycle

P.G.M.P. Gamage
Assistant Librarian, University of Colombo School of Computing.
madushi3001@gmail.com

Abstract

This study mainly focused on exploring research support services implemented by the academic
libraries of the top world-ranked universities and determined whether the research support services
provided by libraries cover all stages of the research lifecycle. For the representation of Asian and
other regional universities, the top 30 universities in the Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) world rankings
in 2021 were divided into three groups, and the first 5 universities in each group were selected as the
sample (15 universities). To accumulate data, the library websites were investigated, and the data was
categorised and analysed according to the research lifecycle. The analysis of the data concluded that
all libraries provide research support services and that these services cover all phases of the research
lifecycle. As under the four main stages of the life cycle, the services can be divided by the nature of
the services as follows: conception: providing resources ask a librarian, consultations, research guides,
workshops, funding help, and alert services; Support for research data management and geographic
information systems (RDM/GIS), including tools, data analysis guides, workshops, writing assistance,
digitalization, and lab/equipment facilities. Publication and sharing: publication support, citation
management guide, providing tools, open researcher and contributor Identifier (ORCID) and digital
object identifier (DOI), copyright, research impact, printing and scanning facilities; preservation and
curation: repositories. Under the "conception”, three services; providing resources, asking a librarian,
and research guides were offered by all libraries (100%) and, except for one library, the other 14
libraries (93.33%) provided research consultations concerning the stage of data processing and
analysis, the two services "providing tools and workshop/consultation" 13, (86.66%) can be identified
as mainly offered services by the libraries. According to stages 4 and 5 of the research lifecycle, all
libraries facilitate citation management tools and repository services (100%) respectively. Based on
the conclusions obtained from this study, a service plan was proposed for academic libraries to
effectively support each stage of the research lifecycle.

Keywords: Research support services, Research lifecycle, Academic libraries, Research, QS world
rankings
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Rating the Importance and Relevance of the Law Collection of the
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Senior Staff Assistant (Library Services), University of Peradeniya.
rodneyniranjan@gmail.com
*Senior Assistant Librarian, The Open University of Sri Lanka

Abstract

The main library of the University of Peradeniya is the oldest and largest academic library for
humanities and social science-related disciplines at present in Sri Lanka. The library became focused
on putting together a collection of law-related material from 2009 onwards only after the inception of
the Department of Law in the Faculty of Arts of the University. The law collection in the library is
developed through purchasing and also through donations made by generous alumni and scholars.
Books, periodicals, reference tools, law reports, acts, bills, government publications, electronic journal
databases, etc. are some of the many types of information materials related to law. Printed information
sources are found in the lending collection (2367 items) and the reference collection (442 items),
including the Ceylon Room collection, (1052 excluding non-accessioned items), as well as in three
special collections, namely, the Upali Jayathilake collection (870 items), the Justice C. G.
Weeramantry collection (2670 items) and the R. K. W. and Savithri Goonesekere collection (955
items). The usefulness and importance of those collections to law students have not been studied
previously. In this context, the objective of the study was to rate the importance of the law collection
as perceived and utilized by final-year law undergraduates at the university. A Likert scale-type
questionnaire was distributed via online means among the entire batch of final year law students (n =
50), which yielded a response rate of 72%. The respondents were asked to rank and evaluate the
available law collections in the library (6 types) according to a scale rating from "not important,"
"somewhat important," "important," "very important," and "extremely important. Weighted mean
values of the Lickert scale were used to identify the relative importance of each collection. Mean values
(3.41-4.20) revealed that the CR Collection (CR), Lending collection (LC), Justice C. G. Weeramantry
Collection (WC), and the Reference collection (RC) were rated as "very important" collections in
decreasing order. The R. K. W. Goonesekere and Prof. Savitri Goonesekere collections (GC) and Upali
Jayatilake Collection (UC) were rated as "important" (mean range 2.61-3.40). The responses revealed
that 8.4% of the students were unaware of the GC and UC collections. Furthermore, 16.7% of
respondents rated the CR, WC, GC, and UC collections as "not important". The WC collection received
the highest response rate of 36% under the statement "extremely important," showing that it is the most
popular collection. Overall, each of the 6 collections was rated as either important or very important
(X=3.48), indicating that they are useful to students. At the same time, some users were not aware of
certain collections, and some collections were perceived as not important. To overcome the above
issues, it is important to arrange appropriate remedial measures such as conducting awareness sessions
and/or updating the collection.

Keywords: Law information resources, Law undergraduates, User satisfaction, User Preferenc

12



Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future | NACLIS 2022

FCreogL @emLBlenev LomewieujEefen &HWBMMEOleL LITLFTEN6D HIT6VHMEIH6N 60T
(PSBBWSHHIGULD

. 2. mawujsTs', SHmwd. gr. HHagrulei’
"@medall, LN6TENET HELSHFHIMM, HEMED &EUTSTY LI LD,
HpsGU LeOSHM6VHDBIPHID, B6VMIND
nouferkhan@gmail.com
*SByeroL elfleyemywimeny, &evel, NeTenen HEVHSHIMM
BmEL HOTFTY LILLD, HNPSGU LOSMEVEHEBINBLD, BREVRIMD

D16 Ei([HEEHLD

“@m Brevsd GnssiubG Quripg BIMI HopFaraeosel cpL LLbhdaimer” e ieh] aléL T
aflBsm  FaplwleienTy. SIBNG (WHOBNIDUTES Soheus HTVSCWL. BHAT  SHTTEUILTS
HTVBEIBET Qeiempwl  FpsHIHNG CohmauiubGdam Seuflwiore  BmeueibisanTE el L 6.
@gegliuenL ulBe  gmmeyy GasmlLSdlevieien UTLFTemeVBeMeD STevIlILGESGIM  HITOBBIB6T6T
@p&;a%]u_lg,gjsuw OsTLIUTEOD Fmer LWSLUBSHIEED FCragL @enLBlensv  LoTewTou]Heesr
GWaEHMed  OHTLIUTSD GeleuTule] SLTTUISEIng.

@seaiug Gealeuruialener GmHOBTATUSMSTS WL LEH6MILY SHH eueowibHer gorey] Heoailld
BamlLGHed o eiten 07 urmLgmenevs@hld Crrés  wrHfluler  ongluemiuied  GOsfley
Gauiwliul Hetenen. @eil spWielnaTer opuie| wrHflesanTs Huiser, pAfLTEeT, OTBIETSHET,
mrevasl  QumrmliuTenyser <pdCwny GOxfley OGFuiwul (heTener].  UHUTHET  DIEDTIOIHLD
urtLgremey Ogfle) QeFuwiul LenwsdsemwoalTsll Spula)s@El uGaugilar, 50 pfflwisensd, 105
LoTemIITHEHD eTaflul srapommml I SuglinenL ulsyib, mrevsll Qurmiiurenjser GnTos T
SgliuemL ulevid  Oxfley  Qauiwiul (hetenery. opuielnarer  Hre| GFsflssed HHelsenTs
METEOBTHGH, CHIBTEIN, DMUSTEID, SLOUEIFFTIMIHBT CuUTamet UWETUGSSILL (HET6men.
@eumnilest  epeoomasll QUi L ST  OHMID  UIYFTT  SJeysen  QuT[hHSHSLome
QetQuTmeT (emmaseflear o Te uGuUUTWR], eIWTSSWTEID, &H0hEHMIWTLED  GuTetm
QFwMHUTHHEHSGeT 2 _eTeuTmsluBaugILar  uGuurwieler  cpeod  ULGaIM  (LPIg6|SHEHLD
&t Plwiliul_(HefTeret.

@Aeusurwiaden (pyaseflar 1MFsTID  SpUInGGLUBGSHHW  UTLFTemevE6eMe0 82.84  FHaigLomest
[RIT 6V BIH6IT Quwyenelsd  Qwpuhdaiper. (Seueurwialest  HITVEEBISET  QT6T6]  SHT6H
Qwpubdeaimet  elemad  GurdHulene]  HEMUTLEIGET  @ReOOTHBHeN60  BTILILI(HEGTM6s
6TEUILD, OsT@GHIUTLLD  BoLOUMD  @Lwored  QEFEWHUGHSIDET GO  (LPIQ6YE6NT
Qupiiul_(RHefTener). opulebGLUBSHHW UTLFTENHME 75.23 FHAIHOME (LPIg6Hafled LITL FT6n60
BT6VSEIHENT QUTHHHLOTET L HHL mOWaTeOeme0 61D (Wigayse Qupliul (Beremer. (aido@
SAHAGD  BIVBBIHOT  BTWILLUBUSHITED UTHEIBIBEMNET  FHHD DRSBTS, LMTHDHe M6
OFTeOmeL  HBIOTHIBHTHALD, GRS B  HIVEEISET  STeuIlILGEeTment.
VFNILHENG wLOHMID eiFdE BB HTVBEIGET STaRIlLBHSHITED  FevBalamenseflsd
STHTOOD aiFusTaa|n CsfalssiulLear) wrdflésts 0sfle] GFuiwiulL UTLFTm6H6 M0
BTVBHIGHHT UG LILmMETe0BTaT  dnlgwiene] QFUMNUGSSILGEImeT. HTevsHH0 GuTHuwlenay
HT6LS6T STe UL afleensv. HTVBMEIS6MD UMW LHHBEIGBEHD, SMBL LHHBBIHT, SpmEIdevll
UsSEmIBEHD Fsenaled  @QEUuGid, SO UbsEEIBET HTVSESBMN  GuTdwenalsd
STERIUUL afleEn6y 6TETLGID (LIQAUT@HLD.

uTLgTeneouled HIevamIBeT almaisHmans CQFwupubausn@ Gurgioneaisns Ouends HMID
wefldh 6uemDd @eV6VTSH BlemeLU|D, EHEIT6L LOTEUTUTHET HTIOTH HIVBHMS LWTL(BHHSHIeUSH60
STL(BL Sl AwCurs@ STremions Hwsnmed QFwpuT(haeT uTHiuemL Saimeny Gurain Lsv
iy & Sew et b 61T St Pl iu_ (Heverest. @seuigliLienL_uiled UTL &Ten6v BIT6VHHM S

13



Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future | NACLIS 2022

aenIISHHMOTHGHoUBHET  clpeold  omewmieufaeflent  &wsmmed GFwPHUTHEmeT  (LP6ITl6n (héEHLD
Capmeuiur®  &BE  QUIHSSWLOTET FIo STV  HIVBNDETET  CBTaTeUmIANed  HEUSILD
OQFVISHIHE0, SHAUBBTH6T, HevaIDTeTHeNT, SpFFlfser CursimeufsefliLd yHw CuTHSHBHLOTes
UsSHBEISMeNT  Sigiueiiurs OQuuid  euemsuled  ChrwinasBsur, QFmensoBudl  epeoomGeum
(WPWOHHRGHH0, 2 FHalsel OCUDSFGUW DTF FTTUDD HDEUSTRIGANLLD HIEVSHEIGMT FDUILITS
QFWMHUBSHIUSDBTET  SLIQLEIHET, SHEMUTLEIG6NT, HIseNNsTET 2 salsamend  Camifl
wyhseraled Qupmis OCsmeTene, HIVSHIHMSTET pARWT HIVBSHMBSH OCOSHTLIFAWLTS
QFwHUBSSTH AL gemerul Spfflusemenud uweTubhHEH uTLFTemeL B Qumid GryLD
(PUQAUFILD  HITVED FNHH(HES BLOUYDHMSE 61(HHH0, UOWHHN DVIUBHILLD LITL FT6N60
BHTVBHHET  Hensvenoemw!  sihHEISamM gpder HF 2 salmw  BErussHHIHGL Gupml
BIevaHMS alesflés (Wwwunmdsse0 Cumeim euensulsd allElILmIEeT (LpaTenaIbBUILL (HeTT6Te.

Hmeys QFTHSHENT: UTLFTMED HTVSHEIG6T, FCTagL RenLBlemev OTERIITHOT, HUISMHMHED

14



Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future | NACLIS 2022

The Importance of School Libraries in the Self-Study of
Senior Intermediate Students

M.U. Nouferkhanth'* and R. Thakshaayini?

"Graduate Student, Department of Education and Childcare, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.
nouferkhan@gmail.com
?Senior Lecturer, Department of Education and Childcare, Eastern University, Sri Lanka.

Abstract

Educationist Victor Hugo said that when a library opens, a hundred prisons will be closed. Hence,
libraries are the important institutions needed for the current society. This study focuses on the
importance of libraries, which are in the schools of Eravur division, and the self-study of senior
intermediate students using these libraries. Seven schools located in the Eravur educational division of
Batticaloa central zone were selected for this study. The principals, teachers, students, and library
bearers were selected as the study population. All principals in seven schools (7), teachers (50) and
students (105) were selected as the sample using a random sampling method. A questionnaire, an
interview, observation, and credentials were used as data collection methods. Quantity and quality data
were analyzed and interpreted through the relevant software. As per the findings of the study, 82.84 %
indicated that school libraries were activated nominally. Due to the lack of furniture for the library and
conducting classes for basket subjects in the library premises, 75.23% indicated that school libraries
were not located in a suitable place. Because libraries were close to the road, there was too much noise
from vehicles, pigeons were a nuisance, and libraries were full of bird shits. In addition, recorded
libraries were located near the school toilets. The majority of the libraries in the sample schools were
housed in classrooms. There was an inadequacy of necessary books, and a lack of Tamil books were
recorded. Several issues observed as self-studies were affected due to the negligence of students
themselves because of the non-availability of adequate physical and human resources to operate the
libraries effectively.

The study recommendations make available contemporary books as per the students’ requirements and
make necessary arrangements to receive the new relevant books as gifts from donors. The library will
try to get the assistance of non-governmental organizations to run the library and try to get government
funding via the Zonal Education Office to develop the library.

Keywords: School libraries, Senior intermediate students, Self-study, Library resoureces

15



Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future | NACLIS 2022

880053 nedmmIe ©IDHB ©5H O8 »HOBWimed DoRH® B8R adrwHGS

053, 98 Crbese
38053086, D8 8 SesiBEm On 88eden.
nthusithacr@gmail.com

SorSeaescs

@001 gdvIsmed eSsicEdimne 8808, & Eowied 88D @8 88edx q¢dfc ©sm®®O
20853y ©0. 00O 88edsIB DO GgEmWIE e 88m Y& IewmnS. e®® alvomed acdeq
Oned m»» 880z GEMIEOE CIN eus3d 8O, commn ad® B8O ey 8 e 9B
Bo@lbe 0u5Ind® v »HOuwiens BCe® Dosdm® BT axdders B8O 8. Qemisien
sbedaen nOedewn Bededd 8¢ ediey e®® sledvers BEwI DO® seress 88053 cnwss ©wicd
ORHR. 90 88050 yEdmme ©8ndemend widns 8Ec RBPsens 08k, 0®® 88edn3
CHeBd gEmEIE ©0d 805 QOGS Be® BEBNOEWGS FIBens’ DX 20 B ¢Pfm ded
o0&, O8 & DO ¥EmICOR @ A0 BEe® W eEA®, I8 EEAD VI LB
@8 ©R B8O ads B8EATd ¢ aldnemne @m0 ¢ ded el »D ¢ g HEHIE DIOD
DO 323253 0 DD e0D 833 05 © QOO0 Y R WDl 8 ewB&H. B
REIODD dReCeens BBe®s 40 0ehms Jod e 0l Bude® @D® D B8 5
8oyl e 08m 0 8. edvens’ ® 88 853 e A0 @0 ares’ em® e ®D0eRSI
R0 on€ Bu. O ¢ YEIE 0 O BEO BB BB ax® 8B¢d eB @ygdt ¢SO
CEB. 9B Byslo acg 0w o 0w OFe® & mcbedcs ©01 y@IHdS 000 D
eng du. O Bysied gudmme sbndens ¢d® dB0 ey I ar. »O ¢ 880x3 gEmMICOE e
e @D GHODEY e 88 IO 853 gedE s8noenens’ 080 D00 ey & a.
ODHEO Oreen ¢@ds’ d80 Pedy VLed e 08 SO 88eds yEmwIE ibsenc
@000 ey O arm. 88053 yeEdmIE ©i®ycBn d RE By’ yLdIE B8Hcers @d® DD
oy B o, sledvens ©BCMI @GNS GEIC cvend B8 yunwIcem ©s8oenw:s »IdD
@080 ¢Bw 1B Se. D85 B88eds yedmmc Ond s8onwmmom OO gdan 0 e, 8863
5EICOE @00 9N RDO0 HAG eBPDS et e BBIes € MBI BOT (53
@018 S08. 880053 edmICE 0D O WOMES @D B IS QO VOB OB o0 OY
Uen 2B EHIESB 90D DO @B, eDHE B! PVITIO® WO QO WOPBIO LEIHEIC
s8Eme B88Ae arPtes’ aGEs (MO, dedd © wIBEINE DO @ BHICEES Db FdEBD
OO0 E1ERVES d® CHS. 00w Bysied yLdmmIE ©8ywdens ad® DD AE ¢S AR
ePROR. 0®® @i @ D5 88eds LI BiOBend commn OB O & wem
3e82E OO BEe® HwDEweS amvdas VS Bo®me So. D305 880 gemwc
BCWI N GEHIRIDSROTE o BB, ¢ gEdmE ewded BenPdso guey GR &,
2003¢08m HPeds’ B8 medim e@OE® wIdma EGa WE G PO » SIS JwidEw®mO amd
Bes 505306 ¢ ©Ew 88005 ¢EmmE ©e®I ©s o8 CROD G D 008 sbedvened
9883 ewedm @nriknn @d.

gams ¢ »Ouoens, soeammndieans, 86005 gedmme, 8800 5efmmIcwiluROd], du® ser

16



Empowering Libraries for a Sustainable Future | NACLIS 2022

A Study on the Functions of and the Importance of Innovation at Pirivena
Libraries

N. Thusitha Rajapaksha
Pirivena Teacher, Sri Vidyathilaka Maha Pirivena, Weuda.
nthusithacr@gmail.com

Abstract

Pirivena is the center of classical education; approximately 850 pirivenas have been established in Sri
Lanka, but systematic libraries are limited in those pirivenas. The purposes of this study were to point
out deficiencies and actions for minimizing them, and to expose the significance of an innovative
procedure for pirivenas libraries. With reference to the qualitative research methodology, ten pirivenas
in the North-west province were selected as a sample for this research and the conditions and their
usage were scrutinized. The primary data was gathered through a questionnaire, discussion with
teachers appointed as librarians, as well as a review of relevant documents, such as lending,
membership, and book arrangement records in each pirivena. Furthermore, discussions were held with
the students, those who had used the libraries and those who had not, and teachers. When analyzing
the data revealed, the tendency for quotidian reading was lower among the ordained and lay students,
and lending books to ordained students was considerably less. Also, it could be seen that book
arrangements have not been made in a regular manner. As a result, it was revealed that the students
could not have made a beneficial selection within their limited time periods. Hence, it could be caused
by subsiding the reading tendencies and pirivenas students were affected by being away from reading.
The lack of modern and multi-knowledgeable books in libraries and their conventional existence
turned students away from the use of libraries. Another finding was that computers were not seen in
privenas libraries. In most of the pirivenas, teachers who teach different subjects have been appointed
as librarians; they have held librarian positions temporarily. This less heedful and apathetic procedure
would be a tremendous issue for students to be prevented from library usage. As a consideration of all
the above-mentioned facts, it is apparent that there is a considerable deficiency in library usage and
that those libraries need to be innovated with cutting-edge technology as an essential measure. It is
strongly advised to provide sound training for those in charge of libraries, using modern technical
methods that go beyond the conventional procedure.

Keywords: Innovation, Computerization, Pirivenas libraries, Librarians, North-Western Province
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A Strategy for Developing Communication and Media Literacy Skills of G.C.E.
O/L Students through the Use of Libraries, with a focus on the Schools in the
Anuradhapura Educational Zone

U.IL Dissanayake
Postgraduate student, Faculty of Education, University of Colombo.
udenidissanayake44@gmail.com

Abstract

Primary, secondary, tertiary, high, and lifelong education have included the subject "media education"
to gain proper knowledge of communication. As a learner, competence in communication is very
important. Communication and media literacy concepts are very important in human capital-centered
education. In this regard, the education system and the school library have a high responsibility. Most
schools teach media education, but students have not developed their communication and media
literacy skills well. Most researchers revealed many factors for this situation, such as a lack of trained
teachers, suitable resource people for the subject and relevant reading materials. The main objective
of this study was to determine the contribution of school libraries to developing students’
communication and media literacy skills. Specific objectives were to identify communication and
media literacy concepts, investigate communication and media literacy concepts in the school
curriculum, and devise a strategy to solve this problem through the use of the school library. The
population of research was 141 schools in the Anuradhapura Educational Zone. There are six 1 AB,
fourteen 1C, and twenty-five type 2 schools selected as a random sample. 450 students, 45 teachers,
and 45 school librarians were involved in this study. The primary data was collected by means of a
questionnaire, interviews, participatory methods, and observation. The secondary data was collected
by the literature surveying method. According to the analysis, 96% of schools have libraries; 80% of
students use the school library; 50% of relevant media books were available in the libraries; 40% of
students gained communication and media literacy skills from the curriculum; 60% of students gained
those skills from the school library. The study recommended that a school library be used as a major
agent of a school to develop students' communication and media literacy skills.

Keywords: Communication, Media literacy, School library, Anuradhapura Educational Zone
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