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Message -  President SLLA

The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) is happy to present the proceedings of 
its annual conference, the National Conference in Library and Information Studies 
(NACLIS). It is the flagship event of the of the SLLA It serves as a platform for the 
members of SLLA to present their research findings on Library and Information 
Services (LIS) and to discuss issues in the LIS field that have a bearing on the LIS 
profession.

The theme of the conference this year is “Marching towards Excellence: 
contributions of LIS professionals in building a better society.” A conference of 
this nature will facilitate discussions on the role of information, its authenticity, its 
capture, retrieval, integration and dissemination to the right users, in the right 
way and the right time

There are about 10 papers to be presented at this one day conference, and the 
Keynote Address by Professor Gunapala Nanayakkara, an eminent professor in 
the field of human resource developm ent will bring a value addition to the 
conference with his vast knowledge in the information discipline and the 
challenges posed in an ICT environment.

Organizing a national conference in a specific field is by no means an easy task. It 
is a com plete team effort and as such this event wouldn’t have been  a success, if 
not for the support of many others, especially the Conference Chair and the 
members of the NACLIS Organizing Committee, the Council and the ExCo, the 
paper review panel and those who provided publicity to this event. My 
unreserved thanks on behalf of the SLLA go to all of them. I also appreciate the 
assistance given by the SLLA staff, and the Public Relations Officer. I wish to thank 
the paper presenters for delving deeply into areas in this field and sharing with 
the LIS community.

I take this opportunity to appreciate the sponsorship provided by many national 
and international organizations especially the Bank of Ceylon, our main sponsor.

Shivanthi Weerasinghe



Message - Convener - NACLIS 2016

The SLLA National Conference is an annual event aiming at promoting 

professional and academic experiences among librarians and information 

professionals in Sri Lanka. In 2003, in conjunction with its 44th ACM, SLLA 

successfully organized the National Seminar NACLIS. Since then SLLA continued
i

to organize either national or international conferences as an annual event. Our 

main objective is to motivate the professionals to undertake research, so that 

findings could be used to promote different aspects of the profession.

This year in conjunction with this event we are also organizing a promotion 

campaign to motivate developers and users of software and other IT accessories 

related to library automation. Through this w e intend to provide an opportunity 

for ICT experts to m eet the librarians from private as well as public sectors 

representing schools and higher education, public, research and special 

libraries. Also this will be an excellent opportunity for LIS professionals to update 

their knowledge on many aspects.

I take this opportunity to thank the NACLIS Committee, Panel of Reviewers for 

their untiring support rendered during the past few months. Also the support and 

guidance of the SLLA Council is greatly appreciated. I would like to express my 

gratitude to the SLLA administrative staff for helping the Committee throughout 

the entire process. Last but not least, on behalf of SLLA, I would like to convey my 

gratitude to all the sponsors and the paper presenters without whose 

contributions w e would not have been  able to make this event a success. Finally 

our heartfelt thanks go to Prof. Gunapala Nanayakkara for accepting our invitation 

to deliver the keynote address.

I wish SLLA will continue this event with great success in the coming years too.

Deepali Talagala



Message - The Keynote Speaker

Towards a cultured knowledge society

Professionals in information and library science today are expected to 

work towards creating a cultured knowledge society. There are three 

principal strategic objectives that they have to pursue: (a) to foster 

digital opportunities and social inclusion enhancing the use of ICTs for 

capacity building, empowerment, governance and social participation, 

(b) to strengthen capacities for scientific research, information sharing 

and cultural creations, performances and exchanges in knowledge 

societies; and (c) to enhance learning opportunities through access to 

diversified contents and delivery systems. These objectives are in the 

forefront of creating an informed and knowledgeable society where one 

could expect a rational society, a cultured society, and a progressive 

society. Being an educationist, I strongly believe that radical and prompt 

reforms which recognize these objectives must transform our teachers, 

learning in schools, and thus our education.

Prof. Gunapala Nanayakkara,
HRD Consultant, Ministry of Education
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A bstract
A classroom Society can be defined as a specific location of homogeneous group of student who are 

equal in age, abilities and behaviours but with the social disparaty. The research used the action 

research methods to identity the real condition and data collected through observation,- methods and 

conducted personal interviewes from the selected sample. The sample is the students of grade 6, 7 and 

8 pupils in the 1C class school at semi urban area in Kandy Disistrict.

Student are misbehaved specially when extra teacher teachs in the periods which are out of the 

scheduled time table. However, this is very common practice in almost all schools in the country. The 

study reveled that there is a negative resonse of both students and teachers with this method of 

occupine their off periods of the school time. The one reason is the particular teacher who assigne to 

teach such extra class does not ready before hand to tecach and he of she wonders what questions may 

ask by the student because tudents used to ask questions from the techer what they bring from their 

tution classes. The objective of raising questions by the student are not to solvethe problem but just 

test the knowledge of the teacher. Teachers donot like to face such unconfortable situation and he or 

she does not like to take the responsibility on wha they teach in such extra classes, Therefore, the 

research is recommended to introduce some relevant teaching activities which will enhance student 

enthusisism. This may make and opportunity to get passive participation of the students as well as 

improvement of teachers' personality.

Keywords: Classroom society, Control misbehavior, Teaching & Learning process, Role of 
teachers, Relief period
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A bstract

The main objective o f this research is to evaluate the collection of libraries in International 

schools for their effective delivery o f the curricula objectives to increase the student 

performances. The study focused on role o f school librarians, collection of these libraries 

(books, journals, newspaper articles, CDs), library staff, library equipment, space, value of 

reference, lending and text book collections and library services. And also the study covered 

the role o f school principal in the demand of their school libraries. It was important how the 

collaboration between teacher and librarian or the teacher librarian in these schools affect 

effective delivery o f curricula and student performance.

Survey method was followed for this research. It is included three international schools from 

Kurunegala and four international schools from Kandy. The population of the study was 07 

Librarians, 13 Teachers, and 7 Principals and 105 Grade nine students International schools in 

Kandy and Kurunegala districts. Primary data was collected by circulating three instructed 

questionnaires among the librarians, Grade Nine Students and Principals in international 

schools in Kandy and Kurunegala. Teacher interview guide followed to collect primary data 

from six History teachers and seven Science teachers who teach grade nine students.

The overall findings indicated that most international schools in Kandy and Kurunegala did 

not have a librarian or a separate person to cover the librarian’s duty properly in the library. 

Most o f them were teacher librarians. However the libraries in international schools which 

had strong library collection indicated higher student performance.

Key w ords: School library, School library services, International schools in Sri Lanka, 

Curricula in international schools, Education system in Sri Lanka



School Library

Library is a result o f human knowledge. People began to collect information to reveal the 

ancient facts to the future. The word ‘library* has come from the Latin, liber meaning “book”. 

In Greek and Roman languages, the corresponding term is bibliotheca. In the ancient times 

people used different materials like clay tablets, papyrus, parchments and velum to record 

their day to day facts. For example, the Asians used Ola leaves to write down their royal and 

religious details. After printing machine and paper were invented, information is begun to 

spread all over the world. Human knowledge was distributed in different types o f printed 

materials. In the 20th century the development o f Information and Communication 

Technology introduced the computer to the world. Thereafter people began to manage 

information by using computers. As a result o f this, people started to gather information in 

printed and non printed formats according to their requirements and kept it in a separate place 

where they can access freely.

But education, research and economic information are published in different fields in many 

formats. Therefore it was very difficult to collect all the information personally. People 

wanted to collect information and deliver them in a proper way. Therefore types o f libraries 

were introduced according to the collection and its users.

Online Dictionary of Library & Information Science defined library as follows,

“A library is a collection o f or group of collection o f books and other print or non print 

materials organized and maintained for use (reading, consultation, study, research etc. 

Institutional libraries organized to facilitate access by a specific clientele are staffed by 

librarians and other personnel trained to provide services to meet user needs.” 

(http://lu.com/odilis.cfrn). According to this definition a library means a collection of books. 

It may be print or non print materials. Library materials are for utilization of the users. 

Librarian and the library staff are the key persons to fulfill user needs.

There are six types o f libraries. Those are,

1. Royal libraries 4. National libraries

2. University libraries 5. Special libraries

3. Public libraries 6. School libraries

School library is primarily made up of a small collection with the librarian who plays primary 

a clerical role. 1960s was one of the greatest periods o f growth and development of school 

libraries due to an increased flow of money and support from the private sector and funding
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for education in United States. Then under the project called “Knapp School Library Project” 

model school library media centers were established across the country (Boardman: 1994).

School librarian is called “School Library Media Specialist” (SLMS) in some countries. 

School libraries have been defined in a book called Information Power and Information 

Power two” as follows,

“School library media centers in the 21st century can and should be, hubs for increased 

student achievement and positive focused school reform” (Smith 2001) school library exists 

to provide learning opportunities for students and individuals with focus on intellectual 

content, information literacy and the learner (Morris, 2004) in addition to that it is a place for 

students to do independent work, use computers, equipment and research materials for 

tutoring and testing. Some students use the library to find information for their special 

program activities conducted by the school library such as book clubs, reading circles etc.

According to United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 

and International Federation of Library Association and Institution “The school library 

provides information and ideas that are fundamental to functioning successfully in today’s 

information and knowledge-based society. The school library equips students with life-long 

learning skills and develops the imagination, enabling them to live as responsible citizens.”

The school library is a collaborative venture in which school librarian, teachers and 

administrators work together to provide opportunities for the social, cultural and educational 

growth of students.

Objectives

The main objective of this research is to evaluate the collection of libraries in International 

schools for their effective delivery of the curricula objectives to increase the student 

performances. A library has to play a major role in the effective delivery o f its curricula. It 

should fulfill the information needs o f its students and curriculum needs o f its teachers and 

staff. The person who manages the school library should be an educated and efficient 

librarian.

The study focused on role of school librarians, collection of these libraries (books, journals, 

newspaper articles, CDs), library staff, library equipment, space, value of reference, lending 

and text book collections and library services. And also the study covered the role of school 

principal in relation to the demand of their school libraries. It was important how the



collaboration between teacher and librarian or the teacher librarian in these schools affect the 

effective delivery o f curricula and student performance.

Methodology

Survey method was followed for this research. The population of the study was Librarians, 

Teachers, and Principals and Grade nine students in International schools in Kandy and 

Kurunegala districts. Primary data was collected by circulating three structured 

questionnaires among the librarians, Grade Nine Students and Principals in international 

schools in Kandy and Kurunegala. Teacher interview guide was followed to Collect primary
4

data from History and Science teachers who teach grade nine students.

Results and discussion

The overall findings indicated that 57% of international school in Kandy and Kurunegala did 

not have a qualified librarian or a separate person to cover the librarian’s duty properly in the 

library. Most o f them were teacher librarians. 95% of students indicated that they want a 

library to refer books.

Majority of international schools in Sri Lanka follow National Curricula in English medium 

and those international schools which followed international curricula for their students had 

better libraries. Among seven schools, 02 schools had library science qualified librarians. 

Percentage wise it is 29. In 03 schools, librarians had degree level qualifications in different 

subjects. They were teacher librarians. Only two school librarians had General Certificate o f 

Advanced Level qualifications.

30% of International schools libraries in Kandy and Kurunegala did not have sufficient 

library equipment. And it was found that 71% libraries in international schools had lending 

collection and the balance 29% did not have this collection. 85% o f libraries in international 

schools had updated their collection with new books, new editions o f text book and with 

teacher guide books. 86% of libraries did not have newspaper article collection in the sample. 

According to librarians 14% of libraries did not update the collections in the library properly.

82% students in international school do not use online journals according to student 

responses. The others search the internet through the computer labs in the school. 57% of 

libraries did not have sufficient collection for grade nine students. Most of libraries had only 

printed book collections including encyclopedias and dictionaries.
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85% of teachers and 35% of students indicated that most relevant sources were text books in 

their libraries. 31% of teachers think that supplementary books in their libraries to relevant to 

school curricula.49.5% of students refer Encyclopedias in libraries in international schools.

85% of libraries in international schools had updated their collection with new books, new 

text book edition and with teacher guide books.

65% of grade nine students used lending facilities according to the research, the balance of 

35%did not use the lending facility. Those schools which had compulsory o f library 

membership and had library period had enough time to refer and read library books. And they 

could borrow at least one book per week.

Library membership is was compulsory in some international schools. It is 57% from the 

sample and 43% of school did not have this rule. ■

Conclusion and Recommendations

This research revealed that most of international schools in Kandy and Kurunegala districts 

did not have libraries. However libraries which had sufficient collections and students who 

had membership showed higher student performance. There were 40 students who had library 

membership. Out o f this, 32 students had received more than 65 marks for their history and 

science subjects. This indicated that 80% of students who had library membership have 

shown better performance in their exams. The students who were familiar with Information 

Communication Technology also showed higher performance for their history and science 

subjects.

And also the lack of subject related books, library services, poor collaboration between 

teacher and librarians, not having a library period-and limited free time were also effects on 

poor library usage. The majority of the libraries in international schools had sufficient space 

and better environment to study in their libraries. The research proved that sufficient library 

collection and qualified librarian or teacher librarian made positive effects on student 

performance and also the students who use library collection showed higher academic 

achievement. It reveals that usage of school library collection has a positive impact on 

student performance.

According to this sample, 71% of international schools in Kandy and Kurunegala in Sri 

Lanka follow National Curricula in English medium. The balance o f 29% international
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schools followed international curricula for their students had better libraries and qualified 

librarians.

The research proved that sufficient library collections and qualified librarian or teacher 

librarian made positive effects on student performance. The libraries where there was a 

qualified librarian had lending collections and lending services to its users. However, all 

libraries in the sample did not have access to online journals, online periodicals and internet. 

Some international schools in the sample had given facilities to search the internet through 

the computer labs in the school.

As a result o f having a reference collection in all international schools, all the students were 

able to refer library , collection to fulfill their curricula needs. On the other hand science and 

history book collections related to grade nine curricula and grade nine text books had been 

added to these libraries in the sample except one library. Most of libraries had only printed 

book collections, encyclopedias and dictionaries. Teachers in these international schools 

think that supplementary books in their libraries are relevant to the school curricula.

It revealed that when teachers had given assignments to do using the library, resulted on 

students’ high performance in their subjects. It shows that the teachers have a direct impact 

on student academic achievements. The students who had library periods used the library 

properly than the students who did not have library period.

Recom mendations

There are four recommendations:

• International schools should be encouraged to have a library in their schools. National 
Library and Documentation Services Board or Government has to promote libraries 
among international schools.

• The Library should be included in the basic requirements when International schools 
are registered under the business registration through the Companies Act and with the 
Board o f Investments.

• It is worth if  National Library could train the librarians and teacher librarians in 
international schools. Then only the libraries would provide a better service to its’ 
users.

• It is better to take international schools under supervision of the education 
department.
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©255zB®®g253 23025®-©6O25$ ©O3g0 @253302552533 023g ®2s82S)OZ5$ ©20$ ®® @ 880 @2533®x8 23(5® O. 
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0 ^0 8 0 23 ®23adz^dx 0®3d02§. @®£8 ©ZSMdẑ dx 0®ad0 2̂ g  0302303 ®233d2̂ dx 8O3O3@0255 
®0@©253 Cf23d 0® O3023O255@g5 ©Z3od2̂ dx 8O3O30 OoS«j8 ® 0^203 g  ef0fflB ©ZSadẐ dx 

OxoQ@® 23o8oo©g@d ^ 9§02350O255 CQ0@2s5 230QZ  ̂ Z3ds^ 00255®255 ^€̂ 23255300 8 . 

Cp2533?®23$ 2330023$ 8 d@d 03®9ga823 gd232330 0® §O 30go 038023© 8 g23© q»23d 0  0^203 

0 8 0  @803025$ ^0323$®23 23d253 0?. 253§25$ 0 8  ? OOO^ 0xg @80302558 Z338OZS®@2330 

8 g 0 ^ 0  Ox8®230 o 88® 0 3 ©Of9 O. @® 2803® 2538253 Z332S®-eS025$ 0®(0 98©0523$230 ®O25$03
g25$ 0 8^ 8©Oo^OZ3d-eaO 98232330 ®2s8^00 2Og25$03 ®g253 0^. "0^3 @®g3 2^d 9 82323300 
@023 o 8©-€J5230 203 ©233d2̂ dx O255^®0^253 23325®-®SO Ox@-̂ S@® ©®25$ ®@<©8 ^Q23® 00O

National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
23rd June 2016 _________________

P ag e | 30



@0 © "€3oS);boo25> g 8 a a 30” (Digital Library) ©x6J80© soi& ©. 0 8a® 3253@8 @zS©3 z^g epx8  

0  8©0253 ©aadiqjdx Booescs ®g8 © 8  002533 a a 0 © <§>88 23d@25$ ©x8 8® eŝ eoo ©©8253 0a®  
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g8aao0©25$ ẑ © $* @®25$® ©o@333oa g8aa30©25$8 SJ g 288©® zg®@0<^©a0 epzg© ©aadqjdx 

©0003253© ad®25$ ©30a©30 ep00333 ©aadz^dx ©X©8 ® ©«£©3 0 0 0  @803025$ 2§©38®a adzg 

0 0 8 . 0 0 0  g<£©0©25$ 0825$ ©o0333oa g 8 aaO 0  28800253© a d  Cpx8  Cpaaad©, 0® g 8 a a 3 0  

8 gS)^ 93®3^Z3 ep©@0$0©25$ 003 ©x28®0 eocgzsjza ©2?J @2533Cp2?)®3253 C3.

0 ® 28800253 epaOte? @^a2s$ ©©a gx*̂ ®©-
"©o0333oa 0zaz^zrf 33£0 ©aadz^dx Zag®25)3Z3<5-0S ®@00® ©aadz^dx 00253 ©i@®8

©X®l8 ® ©<$®3 0230 0a 2$ a d 2Q 00253 ©8©d©;8 .” Dugld, (1999).p.08

"©@©25? 288© 3g253©  Z3d253, g 0 @ 8 i i  a a 8 ©  ® ^ 0 0 © 2 5 $  Cp V Q & 5 $  0 ©25$8®0,

epaaa S a ® C 3  063®©25$ §<£3@ ©  ep25$a8<X>a©0 g@0G9© ©©©253, ® Z33dz^dx @ 0g 3  ©8253, 

C3a^ 0 ® 2g0® 3dx a d  CD25$2533, @ 2533a0© 3 2330C325? ©025$03 @©253 C33® 0 © © 8 a  ® a 3 0  

^px8, © o0333o23 0a25£)25$ ® 0Z3 C p 3 8 0 a@ ©  0©@©25$ 2 8 8 0 a  © ® 3 d © a 0  @©$ © @ 30

ffi-sS25330230 ©aadz^dx 003 ©xsS®© ep0 8 0 30  epx8  ©o003253©zS.” Waters,

(20 0 1) .p .ll
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©o23(̂ ©© Ẑ © Cf25$a8©a ©0. @©03 <§>@©2g® <|>©x80® ^©30@© ©̂ ©325$, ©8®8 '̂®S> ©<̂ ©3ZsJ, 

0^025$ ©25$28@0g253©25$ ©^©3Z5? 0©23s8 @8 . @0 £p®ad0 g2g® ep0oQg g©33©25$ ©odZ5©-€S© S 8® 
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A bstract

The main objective of this study is to investigate the awareness and knowledge of the
4

academics towards the open access publishing and institutional repositories. A survey 

method was adapted and a questionnaire specifically designed for the study administered 

among all permanent academics in eight faculties o f the University o f Peradeniya. The results 

revealed that only 44% o f the respondents were aware about open access publishing and 

nearly 16 % of them never heard about the term of “open access”. These results gave an 

insight that majority o f the respondents are not familiar with the term o f open access. The 

results further revealed that most of the respondents learnt about the Institutional Repositories 

as a result of a web search engine, information provided at faculty or any other meeting held 

in the university and by working in a field with established subject based archives. Only 44% 

o f the respondents were aware o f “Digital Library” that is maintained by the university and 

nearly half o f the respondents mentioned that they are not aware o f it .The interesting finding 

is that more than half o f the respondents reported their willingness to contribute to the 

Institutional Repository while 18% o f them were not willing to contribute in future.

Keywords: Institutional repositories, Open access, Faculty awareness, Academicians
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Introduction

An institutional repository also referred to as a digital repository or digital commons are 

described as increasingly becoming an essential component o f academic institutions. 

Institutional repositories (IRs) were developed by universities and other cultural institutions 

as a means o f collecting, preserving, and providing access to the work o f scholars affiliated 

with a specific institution. An IR showcases scholarly and research output to the wider 

community, and significantly helps in institutional advancement and outreach. It has the 

benefit of sharing and marketing research with others. It also provides an opportunity to raise 

profile and brand awareness of an institution, faculty and students to the global community. 

(Nagra, 2 0 12)

According to Lynch (2003) an institutional repository is a “set o f services that a university 

offers to the members of its community for the management and dissemination of digital 

materials created by the institution and its community members. It is most essentially an 

organizational commitment to the stewardship of these digital materials, including long term 

preservation where appropriate, as well as organization and access or distribution." At present 

development of institutional repositories has largely taken place in universities. Repositories 

provide services to faculty, researchers, and administrators who want to archive research, 

historic, and creative materials. (Lynch, 2003)

Faculty contribution is considered one o f the success factors for an IR even though several 

studies have found low rates o f faculty submission (Foster and Gibbons 2005; Davis and 

Connolly 2007). These studies found that the challenges for an IR are not in the technical 

implementation but in affecting the culture changes necessary for it to become an integral 

part o f activities of the research institution. Cultural rather than technological factors limit the 

use and development of IRs. Literature suggests that ingrained behaviors, inertia, indifference 

and resistance to change hamper the adoption of the working practices needed to support the 

IR (Ware 2004).

University libraries invest a significant amount of funding and staff time in institutional 

repository projects with the goal of collecting, preserving, and disseminating the intellectual 

output of their communities. Institutional repositories are often built without an expressed 

need for such a service; for this reason, libraries must actively promote them, educate users, 

and liaise with faculty to ensure success. Technical services and Reader services librarians
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have equally important roles in instituting and ensuring the success o f institutional 

repositories in their communities. (Gaffney, 2008)

According to Shearer (2003) the success o f an IR should be determined by its use, and one of 

the measures o f usefulness is contribution of content. Faculties are typically best at making a 

major contribution to an IR, by creating, not preserving, new knowledge, because they are 

becoming so involved in producing scholarly works and participating in the evolving 

scholarly communication process. As IRs are flourishing to preserve scholarly output and to 

make it openly accessible, more and more faculty members are in favour to provide open
t

access to the universities’ research output, maintained either institutionally or on a subject 

basis. (Shearer, 2003)

One of the challenges for libraries managing institutional repositories has been convincing 

faculty to self-archive their work in the repository. Although there are number o f studies have 

been done examining this challenge but very few studies could be found in Sri Lanka 

regarding that topic. Therefore, the present study was conducted to investigate awareness and 

knowledge of open access and institutional repositories as it was apparent to understand the 

needs and potential contribution of faculty to the university IR. The study addresses the 

questions o f whether the faculty staff is aware and uses the digital repositories and how they 

learnt about it.

Objectives

The main objective o f the study was to investigate awareness and knowledge about open 

access publishing and institutional repositories o f academics o f the University o f Peradeniya 

(UOP).

There are four specific objectives, which are as follows:

1. To investigate the knowledge on open access publishing o f the academics

2. To examine the frequency of the use o f IR

3. To investigate the awareness o f the University IR

4. To examine the willingness to contribute to the University IR

National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
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Methodology

A survey method was adapted and a questionnaire specifically designed and pre tested to 

collect data was used to achieve the objectives o f the study. The study population consisted 

o f all permanent academics o f eight faculties in University o f Peradeniya which was taken as 

the sample of this study. The self administered questionnaire was distributed to all 751 

academics in May, 2015 and they were requested to send completed questionnaires within 

one month of time. Due to low rate o f responses received after one month a reminder was 

sent on August, 2015 and received data were analysed using SPSS (17.0).

Review of related literature

There have been several previous studies that looked at academic’s attitudes to open access, 

and their willingness to contribute to repositories. In as early as 2001, a survey o f scholars 

randomly chosen from nine scientific disciplines from colleges and universities in the United 

States and Canada was conducted to determine faculty participation in depositing materials 

into digital repositories (Lawal 2002). In a study carried out by Xia in 2008 found that 

“faculty authors are indeed not enthusiastic about archiving their articles into their 

institutional repository even though they are familiar with self-archiving practice”. The study 

further found that “data collected from self-archiving in a subject repository and an 

institutional repository seem not to support the subject culture theory that scholar’s 

familiarity with self-archiving through practices in a subject repository will ensure 

enthusiasm about self-archiving in the repository o f their own institution” (Xia, 2008).

Brian Quinn (2010) approached the question of how to increase faculty participation in a 

repository by examining psychological resistance to digital repositories. He summarizes the 

literature on user behavior and digital repositories noting that most studies found that faculty 

did not see value in depositing articles in a repository, did not feel they had the time to 

deposit articles, and were reluctant to learn and relearn yet another technology system that 

they would not use very often. Quinn suggested that looking at the psychology of resistance 

can help librarians develop more effective strategies for encouraging faculty to deposit 

articles in a repository. He concluded that mandates alone will not overcome psychological 

resistance to participation (Quinn, 2010). Creaser and others (2010) investigated the 

awareness of scholarly authors toward open access repositories and the factors that motivate 

their use o f these repositories. The study based on the findings obtained from a mixed
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methods approach which involved a questionnaire returned by over 3000 respondents, 

supplemented by four focus groups held across Europe. The research found that although 

there was a good understanding and appreciation of the ethos o f open access in general, there 

were clear differences between scholars from different disciplinary backgrounds in their 

understanding of open access repositories and their motivations for depositing articles within 

them. (Creaser et al, 2010)

Watson (2007) examined authors’ publishing behaviours, attitudes, concerns, and their

awareness and use of their IR. The study found that despite a reasonable amount o f advocacy
<

many authors had not heard o f IR and were not aware o f its purpose also. Once explained, all 

authors saw at least one benefit to depositing a copy of their work to IR, but many were 

unsure how to deposit, preferring to depend on the Library to do the work. The authors 

voiced few concerns or conditions regarding the inclusion of their work in IR, but felt that it 

would be an extra, inconvenient step in their workload. This research led to the development 

o f the Embed Project which is investigating how to embed the IR into the research process, 

and thereby encourage more authors to deposit their work. (Watson,2007)

Foster and Gibbons (2005) stress that faculty and researchers were apathetic to “typical IR 

promotional language” because they did not recognize benefits in “their own terms.” Jantz 

and Wilson (2008) find that about one third o f disciplinary areas on IRs surveyed had no 

faculty content and IR development was not necessarily necessary to foster scholarly 

communication discussions. Kim (2007) conducted a study to investigate the factors that 

motivate or impede faculty contribution. The study found that faculty members who planned 

to contribute to the IR in the future agreed more, strongly with o f the concept o f open access 

materials and possess a greater altruism in making their work publicly accessible. It was also 

found that the faculty members pressured by grant-awarding bodies to self-archive were 

much less likely than others to contribute to the IR and it recommended a larger survey and 

follow-up interviews to be conducted to investigate these factors in greater detail.(Kim,2007) 

A team of University o f Houston researchers surveyed the 123 member libraries o f the 

Association of Research Libraries (ARL) regarding their IR efforts and published findings in 

an ARL SPEC Kit (Bailey et al. 2006). Survey content was comprehensive; it queried ARL 

members about the extent o f their involvement with IRs, people involved in the IR effort, 

budgets, policies, recruiting content, system software packages, benefits, and evaluating IRs. 

O f the 87 respondents, 37 (43%) have implemented IRs, 31 (35%) are planning for IRs, and
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19 (22%) have no plans for IR involvement. The survey researchers note that perceptions of 

staff planning for an IR do not always correspond with experiences o f staff who have 

implemented an IR, particularly concerning time and resources required to implement an IR 

and the level o f difficulty in recruiting content. (Bailey et al. 2006)

In the Sri Lankan context, very few studies that conducted on IR and most o f them shared 

their experiences in developing IRs in their respective universities. Murugathas and 

Balasooriya (2014) conducted a study to discuss the experiences in developing an IR at 

faculty of Medicine, University of Jaffna and they emphasized some challenges to be 

considered when developing a repository .At the same time they emphasized the benefits of 

the IR for a university in aiming to encourage the other universities to develop repositories of 

their own.

Data analysis

The questionnaires were distributed among all permanent academic staff members in the 

University o f Peradeniya (UOP) on May and August, 2015 and out o f 751, 279 duly 

completed questionnaires were received making 37.1% response rate. The faculty wise 

response rate is presented in table 1 below.

Table 01: Faculty wise distribution o f respondents

Faculty Frequency Percentage
1 Arts 59 2 1 .2
2 Agriculture 51 18.3
3 Allied Health 13 4.7
4 Dental sciences 17 6 .1
5 Engineering 36 13.0
6 Medicine 34 12.3
7 Science 56 20 .1
8 Veterinary science 12 4.3

Total 279 100 .0

As shown in the table 1, majority of the respondents (21.2%) are from the Faculty of Arts, 

followed by 20.1% from the Faculty of Medicine and 18.3% from the Faculty o f Agriculture. 

By academic position, the response rate is presented in the table 2 and majority o f the 

respondents (62.2%) were senior lecturers followed by more than seventeen percent were 

professors.
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Table 02: Respondents by academic position

Academic Position Frequency Percentage
1 Senior professor 16 5.7
2 Professor 48 17.2
3 Associate professor 06 2.2
4 Senior lecturer grade I &II 173 62.2
5 Lecturer/ Lecturer (Probationary) 36 12.9

Total 279 100.0

Knowledge on open access publishing

Since the idea of the institutional repositories comes with the idea of open access, examining 

the academics’ knowledge on open access is essential. Therefore the respondents were 

asked to indicate whether they are aware of opportunities to publish their research articles in 

open access journals. As shown in figure 1, out of 279, only 125 (44.8%) were aware of thfe 

open access publishing and 23 (8.2%) respondents mentioned that they did not know about 

open access publishing. Majority of the respondents (47%) did not respond to the questions.

Knowledge on open access

Figure 1: Knowledge of open access publishing of respondents 

Familiarization of the term of “open access”

The respondents who were aware on open access publishing were asked to indicate their level 

of awareness on open access according to their choice in the list given in the questionnaire 

and the results are presented in the table 03.
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Table 03: Familiarization of the term on open access

Level of familiarize Frequency Percentage
1 Never heard of the term of open access before 44 15.8
2 Came across this concept but nothing know about it 26 9.3
3 Came across this concept but know little about it 35 12.5
4 Came across this concept but know quite a bit about it 24 8.6
5 Very knowledgeable about open access 12 4.3
6 Not responded 138 49.5

Total 279 100.0

As revealed in table 03, more than fifteen percent of the respondents never heard about the 

term “open access” before, while 9.3% nothing know about it and 12.5 % know little about 

it. The significant find was nearly half of the respondents were not responded for the 

question. These results give an insight that majority of the respondents (37.6%) are not 

familiar with the term “open access” because only 4.3% are knowledgeable about open 

access while 8.6% of them know quite a bit about it.

Awareness of Institutional Repositories (IR)

The respondents were asked to mention whether they knew any institutional repositories and 

a total of 155 (55.6%) respondents indicated yes and 122 (43.7%) reported no. (Figure 2)

A wareness of IR

® Yes No No response

Use o fIR

Figure2: Awareness of IR Figure 3: Use of IR

Those who knew about the IR were asked to indicate how they learnt about it, and the results 
are presented in table 04.

- Page | 51



National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
23rd June 2016

Table 04: Way o f learning about IR

W ays of learning Frequency Percentage
1 Result o f a web search engine 44 15.8
2 Information provided at faculty, department or 

any meeting at the university
40 14.3

3 Working in a field with established subject based 
archives

37 13.3

4 Publicity on the university library web site 24 8.6
5 Faculty library 12 4.3
6 Fellow postgraduate students 10 3.6 ■
7 From other academic staff 09 . 3,2
8 Following the debate on open access 07 2.5
N o te : N=279

As revealed in table 4, 15.8% of the respondents mentioned that they learnt about IR as a 

result of a web search engine followed by 14.3% learnt from the information provided at 

faculty, department or any other meeting held in the university. O f the respondents, 13.3% 

mentioned that they learnt on IR by working in a field with established subject based archives 

and 8.6% learnt as result of the publicity given by the university library web site.

Frequency of the use of IR

The respondents who were aware on IR were asked to mention whether they used IR and the 

results are presented in Figure 3. As explicit in figure 3, 97 respondents (34.8%) reported yes 

and 35 (12.5%) reported no and significant finding was 147 (52.7%) respondents not 

responded for the question.

Those who use IR were asked to mark how frequently they use IR according the choices 

given in the questionnaire and the results are presented in the table 05.

Table 05: Frequency of use ER

Frequency Frequency Percentage
1 Always 0 0
2 Very frequently 27 9.7
3 Somewhat frequently 70 25.1
4 Rarely 47 16.8
5 Not at all 88 31.5
6 Not responded 47 16.8

Total 279 100 .0
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With regard to the frequency of IR use, only 9.7% use IR very frequently while 25.1% 

somewhat frequently, and surprisingly 16.8% rarely used and majority of the respondents 

(31.5%) has not used IR at all.

Awareness of University Institutional Repository (Digital Library)

The digital repository called as “Digital Library” maintained by the Main Library of UOP 

was started in December, 2011 by using D-space software. Even after four years of inception 

the enthusiasm to upload the publications especially the research articles by the academics 

was very low and it seems the scholars in the UOP are not much interested in depositing 

materials in IR. Therefore the academics need to be convinced that by contributing to the 

repository, it will enhance their reputation and result in wider dissemination of their work 

among the academic community. To examine the awareness of university digital repository, 

the respondents were asked to indicate whether they are aware about the “Digital Library”. 

As shown in figure 4, out of 279, only 122 (43.7%) respondents were aware of the Digital 

Library and 131 ( 47%) mentioned that they were not aware of it and 21 (7.5%) marked 

“undecided” as the response.
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A wareness of Digital 
Library

W illingness to 
contribute to Digital 

Library

m Yes 

No

n  Undec ided

Figure 4: Awareness of Digital Library Figure 5: Willingness to contribute to 
Digital Library

Willingness to contribute the university IR (Digital Library)

A successful IR depends on the willingness of authors to deposit their work. Therefore the 

respondents were asked to indicate whether they are willing to make available of their 

intellectual output in the Digital Library. As shown in figure 5, out of 279, 154 (56.2%)



respondents mentioned yes and 51 (18.3%) mentioned No, while 69(24.7%) mentioned 

undecided.

Conclusion

Institutional Repositories provide the essential infrastructure for research and scholarship in 

today’s digital world. IR has a great potential to increase visibility and brand awareness o f 

institutions and their community nationally and internationally. The success o f an 

institutional repository requires careful planning, support, and the participation with active 

involvement from everyone in the institution.(Nagra,2012) Therefore this study examined 

awareness and knowledge of the academics towards the university IR as they are the main 

stake holder in the university IR and their view and needs are very much essential when 

developing an active IR for the university .The results revealed that more than 44% of the 

respondents were aware about open access publishing but nearly 16% of them never heard 

about the term “open access” before and these results give an insight that majority o f the 

respondents are not familiar o f the term “open access” . The results further revealed that 

nearly 16% of the respondents learnt about IR as a result of a web search engine followed by 

14 % learnt from the information provided at the faculty, department or any other meeting 

held in the university and 13.% learnt on IR by working in a field with established subject 

based archives. With regard to the awareness o f the “Digital Library” only 43% of the 

respondents were aware o f it and 47% mentioned that they were not aware about the Digital 

Library and 56% of respondents reported their willingness to contribute for the IR while 18% 

were not given their willingness.

Recom mendations

The results indicated that more than half o f the academics were not aware about university IR 

and therefore the library should develop some strategies to populate the IR among the 

academic community specially to recruit the contents. In  prom oting the repository it is 

im portant to stress the benefits of the institutional repository to the academics as well as 

to the institution. Russell and Day (2010) suggested that IR promotion methods and 

advocacy needs to be presented in a scholarly context using the examples that are more 

understandable and applicable to diverse groups in different settings. (Russell and Day, 2010) 

Handouts and brochures,'blogs, news announcements, university wide emails, Digital or print 

display boards and faculty developments events can be used as effective methods for IR 

promotion and marketing among the university community.
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A bstract

Today is ever changing competitive era where dynamic competency and skills are the moving 

force of every profession in the world. As Einstein quoted we cannot solve the problems by 

using the same skills, efficiency, attitudes which were created for solving some precedent 

problem. This view is applicable for every profession including library and information 

science profession. Library and information science profession has undergone enormous 

changes according to ever challenging needs o f the today’s innovative and knowledge era. To 

meet, the needs o f the changing world LIS professionals should possess various personal and 

professional skills to be a part o f changing word. Application of Information and 

communication technology, strategic managerial approach and human oriented services in 

library profession is the need to cope up dynamic needs o f the innovative user community 

which asks every LIS professional to be information professionals. Knowledge era is an era 

where knowledge is the source for every activity o f society. Life and economy depends on 

strategic accessibility of knowledge and information. W ith this libraries are entering into the 

world to meet the needs of the people who are depending on the knowledge for their 

existence. The knowledge-based society places greater importance on the diffusion and use of 

information and knowledge, as well as its creation. In this new innovative world, libraries are 

indebted to focus on maintaining and enhancing their knowledge resources in order to cope 

up with ever challenging demands

Key words: Knowledge society, LIS Professionals, Information and Communication 

Technology, Public library
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Research problem

What are the relevant professional qualifications for Librarians that should be fulfilled as a 

professional librarian in modern academic social context?

Methodology
This study is conducted using primary and secondary data from a sample group and books 

and journals. Semi structured interview method is used to gather data from the sample group. 

The public librarians in Anuradapura District are selected as sample group for this research. 

Researchers conducted in this field are also referred as literature review. Data is analyzed 

qualitatively.

Objective

• The main objective is to investigate what are the relevant professional qualifications 

for Librarians that should be fulfilled as a professional librarian in modem academic 

social context.

• To suggest librarians about professional qualifications that they should attribute as 

professional librarians.

• To support academics in this field to have a sufficient knowledge on professional 

qualifications o f a librarian.

Discussion

According to Abels et al (2003), an Information Professional refers to a person, who 

“strategically uses information in his/her job to advance the mission o f the organization. The 

IP accomplishes this through the development, deployment, and management o f information 

resources and services. The IP harnesses technology as a critical tool to accomplish goals. IPs 

includes, but is not limited to librarians, knowledge managers, chief information officers, web 

developers, information brokers, and consultants” . So, IP is wide-ranging. Anyone who deals- 

in the provision of information at any stage, whether in terms o f technology, education, 

systems or actual information services, can be called information professional. In the context 

o f this paper, ‘information professional’ refers particularly to “academic librarians and 

archivists, who are revamping to become knowledge managers; and library and information 

school educators, who seek to equip practicing and trainee librarians with all the necessary 

skills and competencies. Information professionals as they fit in knowledge management and 

their possible contribution to it and to their organizations
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• New roles o f information professional;

• Skills and challenges of and for information professionals;

• The future o f information professionals

Recommendations

1. Librarians should promote academic researches.

2. They should have a sufficient knowledge on modem technology.

3. They should develop the library to the international level with international qualities.

4. Librarian should create conducive working environment by appropriating 

infrastructure

Conclusion

According to this research it was found out that a lot o f librarians do not meet computer skills 

such as MS Office and Library management system software. In addition they do not have a 

great interest to develop their libraries. They seem to be dissatisfied in their profession. They 

are not provided with enough benefits to be motivated in their profession.

However, with all these changes with never changing fundamental motto in LIS profession 

librarian still a connection between information and user community, but in this changed 

world he need to be more efficient in personal, professional and all other skills required to 

meet the fundamental need of library users in changed world which is knowledge world. As 

librarians, we are the players o f this knowledge world and we have higher responsibility than 

any others. Being the bridge between knowledge and users LIS professionals must have 

unique personal and professional skills to meet ever challenging demand of innovative era. 

The skills discussed in this paper under the research are very much essential to every LIS 

professionals to perform his duty to the expectations o f changing world.
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Abstract
Banker's task in building the relationship between customers and the bank is massive. The 
banker will provide financial assistance to the clients in accordance with their required needs. 
Duties concerning savings, loans, taxes, investment, and securities are all within the job 
realm of a banker. Because of this banker becomes the provider o f unique services in a bank. 
They constantly get involved in banks and financial studies in order to maintain an efficient 
and effective banking service and to jo in  the field o f banking. According to Oxford 
dictionary, student is a person studying at a university or other place o f higher education and 
someone who is studying to enter a particular profession. Therefore the bankers need 
information not only for their professional and daily activities but also to banking and finance 
studies. Their information needs cover a broad area. They need national and international 
information prevails as people and institutions as well as about banks and the financial field. 
Bankers will be able to implement the planning work, reporting work, administrative 
activities, work evaluation and decision making processes systematically only if  the bankers 
are armed with the relevant information. The main objective o f this is to study information 
seeking behavior of students o f College o f Banking and Finance. The sub objectives are to 
identify the aims of their information seeking activities and problems faced in seeking 
information, to study use of information and communication tools for seeking information. 
The survey was based on primary and secondary data gathered through structured 
questionnaire, observation and literature reviews. Collected data ware analysed using 
appropriate methods.

Following are the major findings o f this study. Highest percentage (86%) of banking students 
show interest in using the library for their information needs. Most o f them are compelled to 
use the library only during the examination period and weekends. Recommended books in the 
syllabus, past question paper with answers and newspapers are the most used resources in the 
library. Through the majority o f the banking students, prefer to use internet for their 
information needs but non availability o f internet facility for students, lack of Tamil medium 
books, non availability o f reading room facilities except the reference facility, lack of space 
are some difficulties they face in the library.

The following suggestions are made to improve library service for banking students. To 
expand user promotion programs, provide internet access with Wi-Fi facilities, subject related 
database facilities and Reading / discussion room and to increase Tamil medium books.

The IBSL will be shifted to a 12 storyed new building at the end of this year. Plans are 
underway to expand the library facilities for graduate studies also. We think Most of the 
suggestions made above will be solved after implementing the new plan at the state o f art 
new premises.

Keywords: Information needs; Information seeking behavior; Banking students; Library 
usage; College of Banking and Finance
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ep25?25)bd30 § 0 3 0  ep2 Ŝ25? 0 0 3  0^(025? ©253 § 0 3 0  0@G?e§C3 0§5)(^ 0 253© 0® S©€> 5® gi©©3(5

g®3«SC323f g25?03 85)®-®$ 0®C3 2533®3©@ €320 <0®©®-®5 C325?J0 253t®;8 § 0 3 0  C3<$203 C3. 0 ®  

g8ea253c3 25# S .

12 g«?2S33(5c3 ©XgGD23? Cp25?2S>bd30 § 0 3 0  

(<§030C 3: oboc&frCS jSc3x^  €3@25g3®&C3 -  2016)

i f Page | 73



National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
23rd June 2016

*S©®2»

£p033O253O esGjeoo cseoeoa® §  ©@25®-©6 8 o $*@8 0 ^ 3 3 3 b S 8 ® © 8  9 0 2 8  ® 0x025 @258908 d S o s  

289882388  o .  ©8238 9 5 %  zsf g b -es 2330253 d S o s  0 o£88 ©253 ££230, § 8  6 0 %  8  ©253 ©x© 

8 8 &  £pgdxg 5 © © 03 ©x© ©a8 8 o  © © 9 0 x ^ 8  ££x8  epee @S. 0x025 203 §033  ©ac5®303 ®0®a 

8 ©8 o  ©a8 8 o  25388©© 8 0 3 © 0  25)0 ©x8 ® ©3 ©o©00253O 25)0 ©x8 ® S>X°2̂  0 ^ 3 3 3 0 8 8 ® 8  

gQ aza cpdg-es S  €pxS S ©  ® o®8 .

®X°Z  ̂ © ^ 333d88@ ® 8. 8 6% 8  ®X°2? 203 §033 0q3330® 8 9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 0  oSeod^ftO  2 3 0 8 . 253§8 

@®@ 88@©8  0 g 2 3 0 O  ©253® 3 7 .2 %  8  98232330©  £030253 2 3 0 8 ® 8  0©3CO 2 3 3 0 0 0  ©®-®S8  ©253 

££230 ££@2538 2 5 .6 %  8  © 8 © 2 3 0  ©233©8 9«&532330O © 880-eSj© , 25)08. ©3®325333@©8 0Xo25©23 

@ 803 2 3 3 0 0  ££@25323)8 ££3023253000 ©£>3 @©2538 © 0. Cpx®X® £ £ 0 803© 0 ©xoZ  ̂ © a 8 8 z 3 8 8 0  

0x0  8 230 © 03 @8 ©© Oxo8®0235, ©8  ££823@ 8 @ 80©  8 8 ® 0 8  8 g @0. ££x23x® ©X°2$  2̂53 365 

*5©® @8 ©© ©£3© 8. ££@2538 23(5x'©S 253® ® §8© 8  ®8© 3 803253© 2 3 0 8  2 3 0 0  @©2538 0 ® 8 .

©® 8 © 3  8 8 g 0X°2^233dx®©2^0 8 8 § 2 3  803253023 ^0632330253 06a @©8 @8 ©© 23© ©253320x23. 

@®©8 2 3 8 8 © o 8  2̂ )© ® § 8 0  8 0 8 2 3 0 @ o 8  9^2532330 £38©0-€S>© 8 8 ® 0  ££©803023?

©2533®xS S ®  O30od-®mO.

§<£133088 982323300 £03023 8 8@® ©03253 ££0§-gfi> ©6a@o8  ^8© 3 ££x8© 8  ££0330253 £03

o b © 8@-eS 230925 o .  0 ®  986323© 4 3 %  28. 9 8 0  @©$ @8 @ 0® ©xsS G3o8 g o  230925 oc^eoo 

98232330 €03023 230253 9®3-€Jo© 3 %  8  ©x8  ££©@ 91©6323©8 6)8 8 . 98232330®8 S® 8 ©8 © 

@233d2^dx ££©6333233 €3(£©3 § ^ 3 3 3 0 8 8  © 9 0  ©63@ ©8 €03023 230253 ®23302^dx §030  ££230, 0® O  

• 8b®<j63 23a8 ( 2 2 % )  oeo  98253 £325) /££3£06a 8 g ^ 0 x  (19.5#) ® 0.

98232330® 8* § 0 3 0  eOxdx^®2©3© . ®23302^0X 0 0 3  ©<£©3 ©X̂ ©8 0253 2 3 0 8  ®23302^0X

§ 0 3 0  q ® 0. ®® 0g© (£©  d 8  23© ^ 8 2 3 0 0 0  ££S^© 0 q 3 3 3 0 8 8 ® ® 8  ©X© © 8 6 3 2 3 0 8  (2 4 % )  

££©2538 § 0 3 0 0 0 0  © 03 ££82300300 £03023 8 S ® 0  ©2538g©8  q8©253 0©  ®£3® 8. ®23302^0x 

0 0 3  C D l& ®  6 3® © 80® o 8  £ £ 8 2 3 0 d 3 0 ® 8  ©X^®823® 800«J©  23© §® S@ ®  S® 3 $ B 3 d 8 8 @ ffl8  

92Z 8  ® ©233® 25)02?) 0 x g ® S  ££8230d30O  ©23302^0X @©§@® $® ® § 8 0  <§>233 ©X<̂ ©8 0253 

3 0 8 .  ££8230030  § 0 3 0  ££2g08 0 ^ 3 3 3 0 8 8 ® ® 8  ©X© 8 8 0 8  0@O 2533®30@ 63® ffl® © ® ^ O8 ©  

£03023 230 ®23302^0X 0 0 3  63x8® 0 ®£3©@ ££x23 (25 % ) .

££30023 ©<£83©, < |)® 0 8 ® 9 3 8 2 3  3xo2^230-€SO, §033 ®8©3, 3x°2? 8 8 o , 23©®2533230-®SO, 2̂ g  

§033, ©333C330 ££03302530, @ 23308 ®0®©8^®O3©, © C 3308g 23©®2533230«SO, £̂© 3̂253®

23©®2533230'®SO, ££@00230'@SO, S^®230-€5oO , ®EM02^0X 23325@-0fflO, 02SO-SSO, £3b®8®-®S O®  

©333®aS, ® og8  ®3®3© ©x8  0 0 0 0 8 0  €£<£3© O308233@253 ©253 @23302^0X ® §8® 8  ££0330253 

23092^ ®a ©a8 8 cs 230925 C38J®3 ©x^®8 ©253 3 ©  0 «J® 8  ®2S0X^§.

3 x o 25 0 ^ 3 3 3 0 8 8 0  9 8 253233 0  25© S® § 9 -®® ? ® 0  8 g  ©253 g 82302533  ̂ 0 O .  9 8 25 3 23 3 0 0  25©  <| 

8 9 8 0  £ £ 8 2 3 0 0 3 0  £3® 923®  0 0 3  @2533^® ©03253 © X ^ S ^ 25? ® 0C3 90% 23 © 8 © 2 3 o 8  @ o 8 © 3  ^ 

@ 23@ 8 @©2538 0 ^ 3 3 3 0 8 8  3 9 2 3 0 0 8  ©253® 92%  23 9® 3<0ffl© 8 O2330250X 0 0 3  © x8 ®

Page | 74



National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
23rd June 2016

03(£©3 @0253235 ® 3 5 © 0 0 8  O p0235d30C 3 203023) 23(5253 5 )0  O3®2589-®6)®0 §  ep253305-@S>C3 23(5 © 23

© X 0  0 © . ® £@ ©  ©38S3 ®3G)33@cd @ 0 3 0 0 0  0 ® 2 3  0 ®  €3©  9 0 2 3 2 3 3 0 C 3  2^5© 23-@6?03C3® 0 © @ C 3 0  

0 3 0 ®  C33Z3©d3 8 5 ® O 0 ,  6 )3 0 5  § § 2 3  ®032550235 g 0 2 3 2 3 3 0 C 3  2$©  O5©5-@OCS 8 5 ® 0 0  0 0 8 2 5 3  8 8  

5 8  0 0 3 3  0 £ ;O 3 5 5 0  £ 0 2 3 5 2 3 3 0 0 0  0 0  0253 6)0255 £ 0 0 3  0 6 }^ O .

O 3® 023C 30 0© @ G 30 © £ 3 3 3 5 5 0  @ 023 0 6 )3  @£253 9 0 2 3 2 3 3 0  0 © 9 2 3 ®  €3©  9 0 2 3 2 3 3 0

Z335c3 ® -€^ 0 0 @ c5 C3©@C3d©C3 8 ^ 6 )<£© ® E )0  2^© 025330® 23 ^ 3 2 3 0 0 0 3 0  0 0 8 2 5 3  0 0  O x© X ?0 ©03.

@ ca 5 d a a

•  0 to 2 $  ©3 § 0 3 3  0 £ 3 3 3 0 ® 0  9 0 2 3 2 3 3 0 0 3  © 3 0 2 3  ©2533235253 0 8 0 0  £  ©253 @ ©0255 0 3 0 2 3

9 0 5 0 2 5 3  ©X0C30©255 23© £5025? 9 © d  © 3  0 3 ® 0  o 8 §  ^C 3 3 8 ® 2 3  8 5 ® .

• © £ 3 3 3 5 5 0 0  Cp0©33 0253 0 0 O  ©§303030 Qg6)<£ C3300233@253 ©23o52^5l 9023233003 2^© § 

0 0 3  § ® 0  23092^ 8 5 ® 0  $@ 2350, 08®2532330 $0©33 9 © 0 © 0  @©5 ©(©53 @ 8  $£3©  

9 § © 0 Q 8 ® 8  8 @ ® d  8 ^ ® 0  01®6)253 o 8 § g©523253 ©®gd3253253 @ 8003 ®35ffl©23

@ 0 © 3 © 0  ©©@03255 © 3338 23 8 5 ® .

•  6)1025 @ 258^ 030 $ £ 3 ©  @ 23352^5x  Cft8  2533®30@ 03©  @ 0®  $ 0 0  ® 0  §  © x8 ®  © 3 €  03<£©3 

® 0 3 £  g@ 0fflC 3 0 0 3  5 ® .

•  $C3@C3 0 © 9 2 3 ®  © X O Q ® .

•  8 o3 0 ®  03© C3323©d3 233® 5 (O3af3O36)0 fS)0 a0d ® O 3£ 0  O 3a££0) 0 © 9 2 3 ®  C£l& 8 5 ® .

•  © § © 8  2 3 2 ^ 0 5 x 8  0 8 8  0xo2^  ©3 § 0 3 3  0©C3 @25825)03 $ © 0 3  ® £@ ©  ©3@3 @ 3033@ © 8  

g 2 3 3 © © 0  0 8  2 3 5  $ x ®  @ 0 3 8 0 8  g 8 cg©-@&c3 8 5 @ ®  2 3 6 9 2 3 ) 2 3 0 g 5 0 8  g < © d  8 5 ® .

•  d3© 3 8 0 O 8  $offlC3 © x S  §9-@ g 8 5 ®  © 3 $ 0 2 3 5 d 3 0 @ 0  0 0 8 2 5 3  © @ 030 $ 3 £ 3 ©  $23330© 33 

© 23352^ 5 x § § 2 3  0 0 o 8  0© @ G 30 0 0 3  § ® 0  2 3 0 9 ^  8 5 ® .

•  9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0  2 3 0 9 2 3 ) 8© c3o£§c32s5-eS c3 8 5 ®  03<£©3 0 8 ® 8  o 5 ©-@S>2s  o § Q 8 c3 0  8 0 3 0 2 3  

8 5 ® .

a®x5Sca

@Xo2^ ©3 § 0 3 3  © £ 3 3 3 0 0 ©  g 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 G 3  @ ®23 < § > 0 2 3 0 0  030 2 3  2 3 8  ® © 3 0 2 5 3 x S d e i®  O 0003@ © 253  

©253 9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 © 8 . 2 0 1 6  0 0 3 5  $©O3325)@ 0 §  §  0o2 3 3  0 x o 2 ^ 2 3 5 x © 8 @ 0  $3032325303 @ 233©® 0 7 , 

€ fx d ^ S © 0  ® 3 0 @ 230 , ® © d  12 8 8  9 2^  2530 @ © 30253x© d e®  ©CD253 C 33@ ® 8 © 9  9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0  © 8 0 3  

23© £ 5 0 8  9 © d  203 © 8 ® 8  o 8 §  O 0803@ © 253 C 3 3® 08 , ® 35© ffl23 @ 2335iq)5x @ 8 © 3 © 8  $ 3 5 ® ©  

8 5 ® 0 8  $@ 02S©3 @23@ 5. £ x 2 5 )0 ® 0  0X o 2^ © 3  § 0 3 3  @2585)5)0 3 0  $ £ 3©  2 3 a 8 © 0  253023® 0 3 0 8 2 3 5 -0 0  

©3 8 0 © 0 , <g>o§0 © 3 8 ^ 0 3  03(©53 9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 ©  0 0 8  $ 0 O 0  2 3 5  © 82533 $ 2 3 5 , © X £ © 0  @ £ 8  © @ £ 8  

0 © 8 c3 g 8 0  5 3 0 c s8 ,  9 0 8 0 8  23x9 ®  03©  © 3^233 © 2 3 2 ^ 0 8  9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 ©  0325 ©253 6 ) 0

0 3 (£ © 8  23©  9 2 5 © . 6 )x o 2̂  0 £ 3 3 3 5 5 0 © 0  0 © 9 © Q ^ 6 )(£ 0  9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 @ 8  8 5 8 2 3 5  $ 0 0 3 2 3 0 3 0  © 8  

0 8  $ 2 3 5 , ® § 0 0  9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 ©  8 2 3 5  © 5 © 5-©603 £ 8 2 3 5  @ © Q 8  9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 ©  0 0 8  @ 0 3 2 3 8  03(£©3 

0 0 3  @£253 0 3 0  @ £2323 6)x© x5 § ®  2 3 3 0  0 ® 3 0  2 3 0 8  0 3 0  @ £ 2 3 0  £ 8 0 3  §5o3  2 3 5  © x 8 ® 0  £ 

Of0 0 0 3 0  0 0 3  §  0 @ ® . d  $ S } 0  £ 0  § £ 0 0 0  @ 23350 @3030323 6 )x© x5§®  2 3 3 0 0 0  © £ 3 3 3 5 5 0 0  

0 6 )3  ©23 © X 0  @ 0. 9 8 2 3 2 3 3 0 @ 8  033®325333 5 3 d 2 3 3 5  2 3 3 0 0 ® 3 ©  @ 0 .0 .8 .1 5  0 0  0 .0 .5 .1 5  £ 0 0 3  © 0 . 

6)x o 2̂  0 £ 3 3 3 5 5 0 © 8  0 © 9 ©  O£253®@ 2330 @©253 0 © 3 ffi Ox©X0®©253 2 3 3 0 0 ® 3 ©  2̂ ©  C 3 0 © 0  §253 

© 2 3® 0 0 a 2 3 ©  23X®6)253 9 0 2 3 2 3 3 0 0 3 , $ © 2 3 0  § 2 5 3 0 0 C 3 0 © 0  03£(£3 §253 © x 5  §253 6  0  © £ 3 3 3 5 5 0 0

P ag e | 75



National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
23rd June 2016

eg«&s25)3(3c3 ©8©c5-e§>c3 ;S8© ®  epOe&So© q q )q ^  £3®©. £}$ zdg£ S*253c s, SoeoQ cfgfiJ cp gd x^ , 

®0€32sJ, ®©3®e332J?, 2532sfa3(̂  ^25300 ©x<3 0C3®& €Sj® (5&®C§ 2*B®3£) £*25323® gĈ 253ZS)30C3 308 2 3 0  
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Abstract

Having a long historical track, Batticaloa District is enriched with unique heritage contents 

in folk literature, indigenous medicine, exotic rituals, local drama and theatre, farming and 

irrigation practices, and food preservation. Vessels o f indigenous knowledge and cultural 

heritage are found in the form of palm -leaf manuscripts, stone inscriptions, folklore and 

word-of-mouth. Since the pockets o f cultural heritage and indigenous knowledge are subject 

to threats and loss, due to man-made reasons and adverse environmental conditions, these 

ought to be documented and made available on accessible media like digital repository to 

take them to the posterity. In this vein, the objectives o f the project include discovery of 

resources possessing heritage values, digitization of the heritage resources, increasing the 

awareness of preserving indigenous knowledge and cultural entities in the district, and 

developing a digital repository to preserve cultural values o f local communities. Hence, the 

authors embarked on gathering and documenting these resources. Therefore, the process was 

started with the identification of the sources o f heritage materials as the first phase o f the 

project. And, digitization of identified entities and artefacts was carried out in the following 

step. Owners and places of palm-leaf manuscripts were identified using snow-ball sampling 

and conferring on available literature. This paper elaborates on works carried out to gather 

and digitize the palm-leaf manuscripts, as the first step towards developing a digital 

repository on Greenstone Digital Library (GSDL), open-source software. Nevertheless, 

project will gather and digitize other sources of heritage importance in subsequent phases.

Keywords: Batticaloa, Cultural heritage, Digital repository, Indigenous knowledge, 

Sorcery, Sri Lanka, Tangible and intangible heritage
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Introduction

Sri Lanka has a unique array o f cultural heritage as it has long period of history in human 

civilization. The country has its own lifestyle and practice in language, religious festivals (of 

Buddhist, Hindu, Christian and Islamic communities), livelihood activities, food habits, 

clothing, handicrafts, law and public administration, farming, construction, irrigation 

systems, and other customs o f aesthetic values. Although few tangible cultural heritage 

entities have been preserved to date, it is still limited and not insatiable. Moreover, there are 

number intangible cultural heritage entities to be documented.
•f

It is inevitably essential for any society to preserve and sustain its cultural values to align its 

future generation with cultural identities. This will also serve as a strategy to maintain 

uniqueness o f any community. Each society is evolving by virtue of globalization, in terms of 

changes in language, lifestyles and overall cultural activities. As a result of that, future 

generation would not bear their unique cultural identities, thus might disappear in the 

multinational-multicultural stream they live in. Therefore, a culturally enriched society, if  not 

want to decline from its individuality, should protect and preserve articles that are valuable in 

terms of local heritage, before they go in to extinction.

The preservation and conservation of cultural heritage protects economically valuable assets 

o f communities. It also preserves the indigenous knowledge components and the sense of 

sustainability and identity (Jha et al., 2010). Thus, elements and practices that contain 

heritage values need to be identified and documented.

In this regard, this article sheds light on the scope of discovering and documenting the 

sources of cultural heritage of Batticaloa District (Sri Lanka) by making advantage o f digital 

tools and platforms to create digital repository. The following account enumerates the threats 

and challenges to cultural heritage and its documentation, respectively. The project has been 

commenced with the discovery and digitization of palm-leaf manuscripts of the district. 

Eastern part o f the island, mainly Batticaloa and Ampara Districts have considerable number 

o f cultural heritage entities, most o f which were not appropriately documented since the 

country had 30 years o f civil unrest till 2009. Moreover, personal causes such as poverty, 

ignorance and unwillingness o f the community, and natural disasters like flood, cyclone and 

Tsunami had ruined most of the evidence. Yet, there are numbers o f materials and practices 

to be documented to safeguard region’s cultural heritage, before they become extinct.
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History of Batticaloa
Being one of the three districts in the Eastern Province o f Sri Lanka, Batticaloa has an area of 

2,854 square kilometres (1,102 sq mi) and a population of 586,601 (Statistic Handbook, 

2015). Evidence reveals that Tamils, Moors and Sinhalese were co-habiting from pre-historic 

period in Batticaloa (Satkunam, 1980: 49 -  60, as cited in Nadaraja, 1980).

It is surprising to learn that history o f the region goes back to Iron Age, as evidence such as 

Urn Burials and Brahmi stone inscriptions, discovered extensively across the eastern province 

(Indrapala, 2005: 107, as cited in Gunasingam, 2008: 31). Seneviratne (1985) also supports 

the existence of Tamils in the period of Urn Burial culture, based on a Brahmi stone 

inscription found in Trincomalee District. Brahmi stone inscriptions and artefacts connected 

to early Iron Age culture found in Batticaloa (Kathiraveli area) establishes a fact that sea 

voyages were common between eastern coast and Poompuhar, (a city in South India, which 

was submerged into the ocean) (Indrapala, 2005: 102, as cited in Gunasingam, 2008: 32).

Moreover, the history o f eastern coast of Sri Lanka was traced both from internal and external 

evidence (palm-leaf manuscripts, stone and copper plate inscriptions), and it was discovered 

an Indian King, named ‘Mahan’, expedited a war march into Sri Lanka in A.D. 1215, and 

chiefly ruled eastern coast for more than forty years (Thangeswary, 1995). This evinces that 

the district has comparatively a long history which is supported by stone inscriptions, urn 

burials, and palm-leaf manuscripts.

Batticaloa, popularly known as ‘Land of Singing Fish’, was ruled by different kings, tribal 

chieftains, and heads of small clans in the ancient time its history, and later, after 15th 

Century, was having the control of Portuguese, Dutch and British rulers till its independence 

in 1948 (Nadaraja, 1952 & Gunasingam, 2008). Thus, culture o f the area was influenced by 

those rulers and conquerors, especially in religion, architecture, language, education, farming, 

and arts.

In early days of history of Batticaloa, indigenous knowledge was, as in other parts o f the 

ancient world, recorded in palm-leaf, wooden planks, bronze plates, and bars and pillars of 

igneous stones and rocks. In addition, a considerable degree of local knowledge has been 

descended through word-of-mouth from forefathers and people who were experts in 

particular subjects. Nevertheless, these valuable knowledge and cultural heritage entities were 

rarely documented and preserved for the benefit of younger generations. Therefore, the



authors took initial steps to discover their existence, and develop a mechanism to capture 

those elements into digital repository.

Potentiality of Docum entation of C ultural H eritage of Batticaloa

The project has distinguishable phases starting from identification of heritage resources, 

gleaning the data and information related to each entity, digitization of items, and presenting 

the resources on digital platforms. In the first phase, quest to identify and locate the cultural 

heritage entities was carried out using existing literature and tapping through known 

channels. It has been quite challenging for the authors to locate,the exact place or person that 

is bearing the heritage values.

The cultural heritage entities were initially identified through key person interview method. 

Snow-ball sampling method was employed to create the links by tapping the key-persons. 

The key persons included senior citizens, priests and personnel from temple authorities, 

traditional physicians, writers, and academic staff. Interviews were recorded using audio and 

video recorders. In addition, information on different cultural heritage entities were identified 

through literature survey of books and articles which were written by local and foreign 

authors, related to Batticaloa.

These information were later assessed for their reliability and credibility, and the places and 

persons were visited with appropriate digitizing equipment. For instance, palm-leaf 

manuscripts and other written documents were digitized using portable scanners and digital 

camera.

Sources of C u ltu ral H eritage

Cultural heritage of the Batticaloa has been ranging from intangible customs and traditions to 

tangible cultural entities. The preliminary study identified the following types o f sources that 

carry cultural heritage o f Batticaloa Region. These articles o f cultural heritage may 

potentially have both intrinsic and instrumental values. Nevertheless, the purpose of 

documenting them will serve both values.

The intangible cultural heritage in Batticaloa includes the followings:

a) Family systems and trib a l sections: Ancient Batticaloa inhabitants had tribal ancestry 

or womb-tie lineages (known as “Kulam ” and “K udi”) among them, which was not as 

strict and same as the caste systems elsewhere in the world (Brito, 1876). Marriages and 

taking sides in temple rituals and cultural events are based on this maternal lineage
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system. Each community in Batticaloa has separate lineages and divisions based on 

livelihood activities and ancestral reasons. These systems are fading away with the 

displacement and dispersal of inhabitants o f rural and traditional areas.

b) Sorcery and trad itional medicine: Batticaloa is famously known for its sorcery 

(commonly known as Black Magic) and traditional medicine (Ethirmannasingham, 

1980: 97, in as cited Nadaraja, 1980), which have been fading away in time due to 

misconceptions in the community. Special rituals and sorcery are believed to be brought 

in from Kerala, South India. Sorcery has two broader categories, one is intended for 

defense and the other is to cure diseases (Thillainathan, 2015). Even to date, people in 

rural temples engage more of spell binding for rituals, though it is waning in time.

c) Language: The area has its unique way of speaking Tamil words, which had connection 

with ancient linguistic scriptures found in South India (Periyathambipillai, 1980: 157, as 

cited in Nadaraja, 1980). With the introduction of English medium education, literary 

application of Tamil language was shrinking in parlance and is slowly vanishing, which 

cannot be retrieved without proper documentation. It is noteworthy to mention here that 

a Tamil-Tamil dictionary was published by Selvarasakopal and Selvarasakopal (1984) 

(local authors) on Tamil words native to Batticaloa region. According to this dictionary, 

it is hard to understand the terminologies used by local Tamil people o f Batticaloa by a 

Tamil speaking persons of other part o f this country.

d) Religious and cultural entities: Dr. S Jeyshankar (personal communication, November 

28, 2014) points out that stanza and songs sung in temple festivals contain ample amount 

o f historical evidence. Indigenous rituals and festivals have hidden lines of performance 

and process. These are not disclosed to people who do not deserve or eligible by criteria 

drawn by specialists and forefathers of that knowledge. Lord Muruga and Goddess 

(mainly Kotravai and Kannaki) worships were predominant among traditional 

inhabitants of Batticaloa, and they continue that to date. It was discovered that ancient 

Batticaloans had worshipped trees, and they continued to do so even when the tree died. 

Traditional temples in Batticaloa were originated from this peculiar worship, thus many 

temples were built around^ or by trees. Another significant worship entity is 

“Paththathi ”, which is a unique type of ritual procedure that varies from mainstream
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Hindu rituals. Meanwhile, worships o f Veddas were also profoundly discovered, and are 

still in practice in deep pockets of the area (Thillainathan, 2015).

e) T raditional Play: Religious festivals are often associated with kaavadi (devotees pierce 

skins with spikes), fire-walking, and folkdances -  Koothu. Religious epics and public 

awareness are staged in those folkdances. Kombu Murippu is another type of unique 

cultural event, which is more like a strategic game. In this peculiar game, inhabitants 

divide themselves into northern and southern sides, where victory solely dependent on 

inherited strategy and diplomacy carried out in the beginning of the play.

f) People: Indigenous knowledge in Batticaloa is spanning across farmers’ communities, 

fishermen society, Ayurveda and Siddha medical doctors, folklore singers, Veddas’ 

communities, cane workers, handloom and mat-makers, laureates, and sculptors. There 

are villages that have an established Goldsmith society that has its own way of cultural 

values and local knowledge of making gold and silver jewelleries and ornaments.

Ample amount o f intangible or tacit knowledge of any society is stored up in people who 

inherit that precious knowledge to descendants and their disciples. These resources are 

greatly ignored and left behind, especially in this techno-driven world. For instance, 

strategies in Kombu Murippu (a game unique to Batticaloa), styles in story-telling, and songs 

for folkdance are rarely recorded and have slowly become extinct in practice. Brass works is 

one o f the oldest cottage industries in Batticaloa, which is abandoned in the new era. 

Likewise, techniques and knowhow of handlooms and mat making do have instrumental or 

economic values that could be honed through sustainable documentation processes.

The study also identified the following types o f sources that carry tangible cultural heritage 

o f Batticaloa; however they are not confined to a few types.

a) Palm -leaf m anuscripts: In Batticaloa District, palm-leaf manuscripts are scattered 

among individuals, and are more or less in perilous condition due to negligence to 

preserve them. Unfortunately, there was no extensive study previously carried out to 

survey the availability of such manuscripts in this area. Initial observations suggest that 

only a few are in temples, museum and libraries, and the majority rest in the hands of 

individuals, who are reluctant to exhibit to ‘outsiders.’

It is very difficult to identify their exact dates of writing of most of the manuscripts, as 

they have used ‘Hindu date system’ and were not in Indo-Arabic numerals. Some of



National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
23 rd June 2016

them are said to be 300 years old, but no proof are identified yet. One palm leaf 

manuscript mentions that it was written by the Batticaloa Representative of the last 

Kandian King. O f the manuscripts identified by date, the oldest one is o f 1821, though 

the events they speak about date many centuries back. The number o f leaves in palm -leaf 

manuscripts that were discovered ranges from 15 to 1000.

A preliminary study conducted by Santharooban et al. (2012) have identified sixty-one 

(61) palm-leaf manuscripts from ten (10) individuals and two (02) institutions. The 

manuscripts include various subjects such as astrology, devotional scriptures, history, 

palmistry, rituals and mantra and medicine. The medicinally important PLMs exhibit 

different disciplines of traditional medicine, such as general medicine, medicine for child 

birth & child rearing and medicine for snake bite, Ayurvedic medicine, and veterinary 

medicine (Santharooban et al., 2012).
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Figure 1: Subject Coverage of Palm-leaf Manuscripts 

(Source: Santharooban and Ramanan, 2014)

As seen in Figure 1, contents of palm-leaf manuscripts vary from indigenous medicine 

to devotional stanza to astrology. Much of historical knowledge of Batticaloa was drawn 

from the information interpreted from palm-leaf manuscripts. Texts of stone and copper 

plate inscriptions were found to have been transferred onto palm-leaves.

Dr. S. Jeyshankar (personal communication, November 28, 2014) says that older people 

had the knowledge of preserving those palm-leaf manuscripts by applying Citronella oil
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and a particular leaf-extract in every six months or one year. This process will prolong 

their durability. However, as he continues, the knowledge of preserving palm-leaf 

manuscripts has vanished with the demise of the owners. Therefore, these vulnerable 

materials should be protected from both natural and man-made destructions, and 

preserved for posterity.

b) Stone inscriptions: Stone inscriptions are found in two types, one is pillar stone 

inscriptions and the other is slab- stone engraves (Thangeswary, 1995). It is astonishing 

that some stone inscriptions found in Batticaloa are as old as some 300 B.C. For 

example, several stone inscriptions including Nuwaragala and Kusalanakanda (also

called as Kusalanar malar) rock inscriptions were in Nagara and Asoka characters/
*

letters. In addition, Thirukoyil (an area located south o f Batticaloa District) stone 

inscriptions describe the legacy o f land from kings to benefactors o f temples 

(Canagaratnam, 1921). These ancient resources are essential to help ameliorate the 

historical events found in existing sources.

c) O ther artefacts: In this category, authors have considered wooden furniture, 

handicrafts, stone utensils, ceramic vessels, bronze works, and jewelleries. Wooden 

furniture were made out o f timbers brought from India and Rangoon (Myanmar) and 

they mostly exhibit peculiar and delicate way of woodcraft. Stone utensils make up 

grinders, pestle, and oil-extractors. Temple chariots, which carry deities, are century old 

and adorned with highly delicate and quality works o f carvings and wooden statues. For 

example, Kokkatticholai (a scared place in located South West o f the Batticaloa town) 

temple chariot is reported to be as old as from 16th Century. Ceramic pots, jars, 

chandeliers and ornaments are not old as bronze materials found in old households. They
x l .

are believed to have been in use from 17 Century; however no documented verification 

is yet found. Unfortunately, it was found that people have the habit o f selling bronze and 

metal items to pawn brokers, or discard them without knowing the value. Therefore, 

many valuable artefacts have permanently been lost.

D igitization of Palm -Leaf M anuscripts

Importance o f and increasing threats to these cultural heritage elements o f Batticaloa District, 

are the impetus for documentation and digitization. Thus, these valuable assets could transfer 

the heritage to next generations. All the tangible and intangible will be documented through
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suitable digital medium such as audio, video, image formats. Documented and digitized 

materials will be made available to the public from a digital library. Although the ultimate 

aim of this project is to document all the cultural heritage entities, the authors have started to 

digitize the Palm Leaf Manuscript (PLMs) available among the individuals in Batticaloa 

region.

i) Identification of Owners of Palm-Leaf Manuscripts

The project involved the field works to identify the owners who possess the palm-leaf 

manuscripts with the help o f the information of the previous study of Santharooban and 

Ramanan (2014), and through personal interviews with cultural officers of each DS 

division, temple authorities, folk singers and traditional physicians.

ii) Digitization of Palm-Leaf Manuscripts

The owners will be adequately informed about the project and the importance of 

preserving palm-leaf manuscripts and consent was obtained from them to digitize the 

manuscripts. Digitization was done by high speed overhead scanner. The image was 

obtained on .jpg format. Since each leaf was handled with maximum care to prevent 

damages, the digitization has been a tedious task.

iii) Creation of Digital Library

The image files were edited without losing their originality and content. All these files are 

indexed based on metadata standard or schema. Metadata standards employed by 

renowned cultural institutions are Dublin Core, POLIS, LIDO and CARARE (Ronzino, 

Hermon & Niccolucci, 2012). Besides, the web portal is expected to gather huge amount 

of data input which could probably be media files along with regular digital documents. In 

such case, the digital repository system should abide by accepted protocols to ensure 

interoperability.

The above activities are continuing to develop the repository. However, the following activity 

is yet to be carried out.

iv) Audio Recording of Transcription

The local experts who are capable of reading the manuscripts will be approached to read 

and interpret the content with satiable description. Transcripts will be saved using voice 

recorder. This activity depends on the availability o f local experts of palm -leaf script 

reading and interpretation.
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Challenges to Digitizing PLMs

The primary challenge to digitizing the palm -leaf manuscripts is to find the bearers of those 

resources. This becomes intense when the area is geographically large and complex in 

habitat. Another associated obstacle is the owners are reluctant to reveal their possession due 

to cultural beliefs. Therefore delicate efforts were made to convince them to spare their 

manuscripts for digitizing.

Another important issue related to the project is lack of monetary sources, which are needed 

for procuring equipment and stationeries, and to pay the logistics associated with field and 

lab activities. Nevertheless, these challenges are being managed and tackled with appropriate 

strategies such as using social media to gather and tap potential sources o f heritage resources. 

Exploiting open-source software to create the repository is another strategy to manage the 

shortage of funds.

Conclusions

With its long historical background, the Batticaloa District is enriched with a vast range of 

cultural and indigenous entities that need to be documented before they perish. These heritage 

elements contain both intrinsic and instrumental values that would immensely contribute to 

the development o f inhabitants and the region. However, these articles and practices o f local 

heritage are subject to natural and man-made threats, which ruined them in the past, 

especially by cyclones, flood, war, and Tsunami.

As bearers of indigenous knowledge and entities of cultural heritage are prone to demise and 

deterioration, there has been vital need for the local community to preserve its social identity 

in this rapidly evolving world. Using digital repositories and web portals give way to 

dynamic process o f documentation, which will later lead to building curiosity in young 

generation who will be involved in research of cultural heritage and local knowledge. In this 

regard, palm-leaf manuscripts are being identified, documented and digitized to develop the 

heritage collection of. the digital library. Before these valuable articles go into extinction, 

active efforts should be executed to take the cultural values to the new generation by means 

o f online media and digital repositories. Most importantly, the outcome o f this project will 

develop cultural tourism .so that invite more tourists to Batticaloa and Eastern Province. 

Therefore, identifying and preserving the sources o f cultural heritage will not only streamline
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local knowledge but also give rise to economically valid movements in Batticaloa, such as 

cultural tourism through environmentally friendly entrepreneurships.
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A bstract

Ebola virus disease is a highly infectious viral hemorrhagic * fever in human and other 

primates caused by Ebola virus. The largest outbreak in year 2014 has drawn the attention of 

many researchers in the world. The study attempted to identify the global trend in research 

activities on Ebola and the productive country, productive author, degree o f collaboration and 

productive articles among the Ebola related literature. The study period was from 1977 to 

2015. The Ebola related publications indexed in Scopus database was considered for the 

study. The study gives an understanding of the global trend on Ebola virus research. Further 

it identified that leading role in Ebola research was United States (US); Feldmann, H from 

Unites States was the most productive author and Journal o f Virology was the most 

productive journal publishing more number o f literatures. Internationally more prominent 

journal Science and Nature published in US and United Kingdom respectively, dominate as 

venues for the mostly cited Ebola related papers.

Keywords: Ebola virus; Bibliometric analysis; Scopus; Research literature
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Introduction
Ebola virus disease is a rare and deadly disease caused by infection with one of the Ebola 

virus strains. The disease has high mortality rate often between 50% and 90%. World Health 

Organization reported that worldwide, there have been 28,601 cases o f Ebola virus disease 

and 11,300 deaths as at 31st December 2015(WHO, 2016). Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra 

Leone are the mainly affected countries in the world. Ebola was initially discovered in 1976 

near the Ebola River in what is now the Democratic Public o f Congo. Since then, outbreaks 

have appeared sporadically in several African countries. The 2014 outbreak is the largest 

Ebola outbreak in history. As it is a lethal and highly infectious disease, it has drawn a great 

concern o f many researchers on this viral infection.

“Bibliometric assessments are based on the assumption that most research findings are 

published in international journals where they can be read and cited by other researchers” 

(Rehn & Kronman, 2008). There are many bibliometric studies conducted on various 

infectious diseases. Vera-Polania et al, (2015) studied on Chikungunya and reported the 

global growth of literature. Bibliometric analysis o f Dengue research in India analyzed the 

involvement in Dengue research by Indian researchers (Bhardwaj, 2014). Bibliometric 

studies are useful to identify the research trend in a subject. This paper is attempted to study 

the global research trend on Ebola virus froml977-2015.

Objectives

The main objective of the study was to conduct a bibliometric assessment o f research 

publications related to Ebola virus. Further the research sought to identify the global trend in 

research activities on Ebola and the productive country, productive author, Degree of 

collaboration, productive articles among the Ebola related literature.

Methodology

The research method of this study was a bibliometric analytical method which adopts a 

detailed analysis of secondary data. “Scopus” is the widely accepted database by the 

academic community and also it offers author profiles which cover affiliations, number of 

publications and details on the number of citations to each indexed article. The data for the 

study was derived from Scopus database in first week of March 2016. Research publications 

related to Ebola virus indexed in Scopus database from 1977 up to the end of year 2015 were



retrieved by using the search term ‘Ebola” (available in title, abstract and keywords) for 

analytical purpose. Basic search method was used in order to include all types of documents 

indexed in Scopus. The retrieved data showed that earliest publication on Ebola indexed on 

Scopus database was from 1977. There were a total o f 6,217 publications including all types 

o f documents published from the beginning (year 1977) up to the end of year 2015. 

Bibliographic details o f mostly cited 2000 publications were selected as a sample for the 

analysis o f the study. The selected data was analyzed using Microsoft Excel 2007 and Bib 

excel developed by Persson, Danell, & Schneider, (2009) in terms of bibliometric parameters.
4

Results and Discussion
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Growth of publication

There were total o f 6,217 publications were indexed in Scopus during the study period. 

Figure 1 shows increasing trend in growth of publications over the study period. It clearly 

shows the sharp increase in number o f research outputs on Ebola virus between 2014 and 

2015. Although it was about thirty years o f study, 56% of the documents were published 

during two years period which was in year 2014 and year 2015. It can be said that most of 

the research activities were taken place after the severe Ebola virus infection reported in year 

2014.

Year wise trend in growth of publications
00

Ye ar

Figure 1: Growth of publications on Ebola research from 1977 to 2015
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Degree of Collaboration (DC)
The degree of collaboration is above 0.5 throughout the study period. In most o f the years, 

DC is above 0.8 within the study period except for a few years. It shows that multi-authored 

research papers lead the prominent position indicating cooperative research work on Ebola 

virus.

Country productivity

Table 1: Geographical distribution of authors

Rank
order

Name of the Country Number of 
authors

Percentage (%) 
of
authors

1 United States 3449 52.00
2 Germany 361 5.40
3 United Kingdom 335 5.50
4 France 310 4.67
5 Canada 285 4.20
6 Japan 181 2.70
7 Belgium 108 1.60
8 Gabon 93 1.40
9 Switzerland 92 1.40
10 Spain 80 1.20

Table 2 presents the ranked list o f productivity of countries. There were a total o f 6629 

authors from 166 different countries all over the world. The majority o f the authors, which 

was 52% of the total authors, were from the United States (US). The study identified globally 

the leading role in Ebola research was conducted in the United States and it was followed by 

Germany, the United Kingdom, France and Canada.

Ranking of the productive authors

A total of 6857 authors contributed 2000 research papers in this study sample. Table 2 shows 

ranking of the top ten most prolific authors based on the number o f citations recorded on 

Scopus. Further the table 2 shows the number o f papers published on Ebola by each author 

during the study period. The study identified that the most productive author based on the 

number of publications and the highest number of citations was Feldmann, H. from the US 

with 153 research publications and a total of 7277 citations from Ebola literature within the 

study sample.
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Table 2: Most productive top ten authors from 1977 -2015 ranked by total number of 
citations

No Name of the author Total number of 
citations

Total number of 
publications

1 Feldmann, H. 7277 153
2 Geisbert, T.W. 7271 85
3 Rollin, P.E. 5886 68
4 Jahrling, P.B. 5857 66
5 Sanchez, A. 5360 52
6 Peters, C J. 4461 48
7 Nichol, S.T. 4392 58
8 Ksiazek, T.G. 3923 49
9 Klenk, H.-D. 3752 40
10 Hensley, L.E. 3570 53

Highly cited articles

The study attempted to identify the highly cited articles on Ebola literature. The total number 

o f time, an article was cited which was recorded in Scopus was retrieved and analyzed. 

Ranking of top ten articles were listed in Table 3. It clearly demonstrates that many of the 

mostly cited articles were published by Science, Nature and Nature review. It is interesting to 

note that an article published in 1978 was ranked in the seventh position among the mostly 

cited articles. All the other articles were published in year 2000 or after that. Internationally 

more prominent journals Science, Nature and Nature review published in the US and the 

United Kingdom respectively, dominate as venues for the mostly cited top six Ebola related 

papers.

Table 3: Ranking of the mostly cited articles on Ebola research between 1977- 2015

N o T itle Y ear C itation s Sou rce
jou rn a l

1 Em erging infectious d iseases o f  w ild life - Threats to 
biodiversity and hum an health

2000 1564 Science

2 G lobal trends in em erging infectious diseases 2008 1436 Nature
3 K nocking dow n barriers: A dvances in  siR N A  delivery 2009 1171 Nature R eview
4 Furin at the cutting edge: From  protein traffic to 

em bryogenesis and disease
2002 584 Nature R eview

5 Viral membrane fusion 2008 550 Nature R eview
6 Fruit bats as reservoirs o f  E bola virus 2005 547 Nature
7 Isolation o f  the etio logic agent o f  Korean hem orrhagic fever 1978 508 Jou.of.Inf.D is
8 2007 G uideline for Isolation Precautions: Preventing 

Transm ission o f  Infectious A gents in  H ealth Care Settings
2007 497 Am e.Jou. Inf. 

Con
9 HIV-1 and Ebola virus encode sm all peptide m otifs that 

recruit T sglO l to sites o f  particle assem bly to facilitate egress
2001 477 Nature ipedicine

10 D evelopm ent o f  a preventive vaccine for Ebola virus infection  
in prim ates

2000 465 Nature

P ag e | 98



National Conference on Library and Information Studies (NACLIS 2016)
23 rd June 2016

Ranking the productive journals
Table 4: Most productive journals publishing Ebola literature

No Journal Total
Publications

%
Share

1 Journal of Virology 188 9.4
2 Journal of Infectious Diseases 143 7.2
3 Virology 76 3.8
4 The Lancet 62 3.1
5 PLoS Pathogens 46 2.3
6 Proceedings of the National Academy o f Sciences 

of the United States o f America
44 2.2

7 New England Journal of Medicine 40 2
8 Science 38 1.9
9 Emerging Infectious Diseases 37 1.85
10 Antiviral Research 33 1.7

The study identified that there are collectively 520 journals publishing Ebola related 

literature. Table 4 presents the top ten productive journals publishing literature on Ebola 

based bn the number of papers in the study. The Journal o f Virology published in the US had 

published most number o f literatures in this study. It was followed by Journal o f Infectious 

Diseases, Virology and Lancet.

Among the listed ten journals, eight journals are published from the US. It clearly indicates 

that US takes the leading role in Ebola research.

Conclusion and Recommendations

The study identified the global trend in research studies on Ebola virus disease between 1977 

and 2015. Findings of the analysis revealed that multi-authored articles occupy the prominent 

position indicating the cooperative research work. In respect to the country productivity, the 

leading role in Ebola research was the United States (US) and it was followed by Germany, 

the United Kingdom, France and Canada. The most productive author based on the number of 

publications and the highest number of citations was Feldmann, H. from the US with 153 

research publications and collectively a total of 7277 citations recorded in Scopus on Ebola 

within the study sample. The most productive article was Emerging infectious diseases of 

wild life published in year 2000 with 1564 citations recorded in Scopus. The Journal of 

Virology published in the US published had the most number o f literatures in this study. 

Internationally more prominent journals Science, Nature and Nature Review published in the 

US and the United Kingdom respectively, dominate as venues for the mostly cited five Ebola 

related papers. Though the infectious disease of Ebola was identified in year 1976, majority
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of the research findings were published after the severe outbreak in year 2014. It is the time 

to generate more research activities to control and eradicate the lethal infectious disease and 

make the world free from Ebola without waiting for the next sporadic infection.
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A bstract

At the dawn of the new millennium world leaders identified eight development goals to be 

achieved for the betterment o f the world. Many of these Millennium Development Goals 

reached the expected targets by 2015, but some goals needed more time and attention in order 

to accomplish them. The Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) are the corollary to the 

world issues that the World leaders identified at the United Nations last year. All the sectors 

of society are expected to promote, implement and support the 17 SDGs to be achieved in 

2030. This paper introduces the SDGs and discusses the role of global and local actors in 

Library and Information Science in achieving the global development goals

Key w ords: Millennium Development Goals, United Nations, Library and Information 

Science
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Introduction

Change is inevitable. Change can be owed to natural or manmade causes. People changed the 

world gradually. According to the Cambridge dictionary “Development is the process in 

which someone or something grows or changes and becomes more advanced”. Some 

consequences o f development can be considered as destruction to the environment as the 

concern o f mankind was only the economic and technological development. However, 

development has a broader meaning than just economic development. The globalized world 

considered that human development is equally important in the present time.* Recent United 

Nations documents emphasize “human development,” measured by life expectancy, adult 

literacy, access to all three levels o f education, as well as people’s average income, which is a 

necessary condition of their freedom of choice. (Subbotina & Sherm, 2000)
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The answer to many man made issues like climate change, natural disasters and pollution is 

sustainable development. It is understood that if  development is not sustainable the world is 

in danger. Sustainable development is development that meets the needs o f the present 

without compromising the ability o f future generations to meet their own needs containing 

two key concepts. The first is the concept o f needs, in particular the essential needs o f the 

world's poor, to which overriding priority should be given; and the second is the idea of 

limitations imposed by the state o f technology and social organization on the environment's 

ability to meet present and future needs. (DSD, nd)

Millenium Development to Sustainable Development

Sustainable development is a holistic approach and there are three core elements. These are 

economic growth, social inclusion and environment protection that need to be harmonized in 

a process o f development. Eradicating poverty in all its forms and scopes is an essential 

obligation for sustainable development. In order to fulfil that requirement and to promote 

sustainable, inclusive and equitable economic growth, opportunities must be created for all 

with reduced inequalities promoting integrated and sustainable management of natural 

resources and ecosystems.
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The Sustainable Development Goals were approved at the United Nations (UN) General 

Assembly by 193 nations. The UN was created by the World Leaders after the Second World 

War to prevent another world war. It is considered to be a world parliament and the General 

Assembly is the main forum where the leaders o f nations discuss the global problems 

annually. During 2000, at the General Assembly the world leaders agreed upon 8 

development goals, labeled as “The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), that they felt 

were needed and also to achieve half of the targets set by these goals, by 2015. The 

Millennium Development Goals, are the world's time-bound and quantified targets for 

addressing extreme poverty in its many dimensions-income poverty, hunger, disease, lack of 

adequate shelter, and exclusion-while promoting gender equality, education, and 

environmental sustainability.” (UN, 2006)

As the MDGs era comes to a conclusion with the end of the 2015 the world leaders have 

worked on a set o f global development goals. Many consultative sessions were conducted 

with the experts, general public, youth, members of civil society and the result was the 

official launch of the bold and transformative 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development 

adopted by world leaders last September at the United Nations. Therefore, it is a political 

commitment by the nations, which means that each and every one of us have a responsibility 

to support the respective government to achieve all 17 goals by 2030 as it is a shared global 

vision and a to do list for the future.

Sustainable Development Goals

According to the General Assembly Resolution A/RES/70/1 following are the Approved 

SDGs.

• Goal 1. End poverty in all its forms everywhere

• Goal 2. End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote 

sustainable agriculture

• Goal 3. Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

• Goal 4. Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong 

learning opportunities for all-

• Goal 5. Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

• Goal 6. Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all
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• Goal 7 Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable and modem energy for all

• Goal 8. Promote sustained, inclusive and sustainable economic growth, full and 

productive employment and decent work for all

• Goal 9. Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable 

industrialization and foster innovation

• Goal 10. Reduce inequality within and among countries

• Goal 11. Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable

• Goal 12. Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

• Goal 13. Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts

• Goal 14. Conserve and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources for 

sustainable development

• Goal 15. Protect, restore and promote sustainable use of terrestrial ecosystems, 

sustainably manage forests, combat desertification, and halt and reverse land 

degradation and halt biodiversity loss

• Goal 16. Promote peaceful and inclusive societies for sustainable development, 

provide access to justice for all and build effective, accountable and inclusive 

institutions at all levels

• Goal 17. Strengthen the means o f implementation and revitalize the Global 

Partnership for Sustainable Development.

Although there are 17 goals they are interconnected and 169 targets also have been identified 

for them. As an example if  the goal 4 can be achieved it can be seen that many goals like 1,2, 

3, 5 ,1 0 ,1 6  and many more can be achieved easily.

The relationship between the information and development

There is a close relationship between information and development. Information is the 

lifeline o f development. According to Karki (2006 ) Information, as a vital resource for 

problem solving, decision making, education and knowledge updating, has no boundaries. 

Everybody, including state and society requires it to achieve their goals and objectives. 

Therefore it is considered as a power resource equal to other natural resources. In some 

cases, it is even more important than other resources.
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Libraries are the places where information is collected, processed, managed and 

disseminated. Hence librarians are also stakeholders o f development. New and validated 

information resources on health, education, innovation, preservation of resources, food 

security and many important subjects can be made known to the general public through 

libraries. The new technological tools can be utilized to give maximum access to these 

information sources.

Libraries can be effectively used for outreach activities to empower the powerless, to engage 

citizens in content creation, to preserve folk literature and folk lore. In order to strengthen 

their activities, libraries should take necessary steps to understand user needs and provide 

services according to the format they prefer as quickly as possible. The librarians should be 

empowered to be part o f the development agenda.

IFLA and the global development agenda

The International Federation of Library Associations (IFLA), understanding the importance 

of libraries and information centers in contributing towards global development, has forged 

partnerships with other stakeholders in this connection. . The IFLA trend report is such an 

initiative. The report is an initiative to address the impact o f new technological developments 

on different sectors of society. “ The IFLA Trend Report takes a broader approach and 

identifies five high level trends shaping the information society, spanning access to 

education, privacy, civic engagement and transformation. Its findings reflect a year’s 

consultation with a range of experts and stakeholders from different disciplines to map 

broader societal changes occurring, or likely to occur in the information environment.”

(IFLA, 2013). The IFLA trend report can be accessed at 

http://trends.ifla.org/files/trends/assets/insights-from-the-ifla-trend-report_v3.pdf

Moreover, the Lyon Declaration on Access to Information and Development was passed in 

August 2014. There are 602 signatories to the convention and it says, “we, the undersigned, 

believe that increasing access to information and knowledge across society, assisted by the 

availability of information and communications technologies (ICTs), supports sustainable 

development and improves people’s lives. We therefore call upon the Member States o f the 

United Nations to make an international commitment to use the post-2015 development



agenda to ensure that everyone has access to, and is able to understand, use and share the 

information that is necessary to promote sustainable development and democratic societies.” 

(IFLA, 2014). In implementing the resolution, IFLA has positively contributed to the SDG 

consultation sessions and has encouraged other librarians to do so as w ell..
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In order to the achieve the universal goals a national commitment is needed. Therefore, 

IFLA has requested each country to draft national strategies and plans to implement, track 

and report its own progress towards each target. This will provide the opportunity for the 

library community in each country to communicate to their government leaders how libraries 

serve as cost-effective partners for advancing their development priorities. Advocacy is 

essential now to secure recognition for the role of libraries as engines of local development, 

and to ensure that libraries receive the resources needed to continue this work.

IFLA has recognized three strategies to achieve its objective namely to a) work with the 

international library community to develop its position on the post-2015 development 

framework, b) to work with allies in civil society and the development community to 

advocate access to information as an element of the post-2015 development framework and 

c) to work with Member States to raise awareness o f libraries as agents for development 

access to information in the post-2015 context. The toolkit enables the Library and 

Information Community to secure recognition for the role o f libraries as engines of local 

development, and to ensure that libraries receive the resources needed to continue this work. 

It will also be supportive in advocacy at the local level, and organizing activities to increase 

awareness o f the UN 2030 Agenda in their own library.

The toolkit will help to understand the UN 2030 Agenda process; IFLA’s advocacy; 

understand how the UN 2030 Agenda will be implemented at the national level; organize 

meetings with policymakers to demonstrate the contribution libraries and access to 

information make to national development, and across the SDGs; Monitor the UN 2030 

Agenda and implementation of the SDGs and to create awareness among library users about 

the SDGs.



SLLA and SDGs

The Sri Lanka Library Association (SLLA) believes in empowering the members o f the 

library profession in the country. SLLA has already taken some initial steps to promote the 

SDGs within the Library and Information Community. The role of IFLA in promoting and 

achieving the SDGs was highlighted at the lecture delivered by the Secretary General of 

IFLA on 29th December 2015 jointly organized by SLLA and the National Library o f Sri 

Lanka at the Auditorium of the National Library Service Board in Colombo to the SLLA 

members. Professionals with good work ethics is essentially a resource to promote the SDGs 

and IFLA Building Strong Library Associations (BSLA) funded Training of Ethics trainers 

was held in March 2016 in Colombo. The twenty SLLA members representing all the library 

sectors will conduct ethics training for the information professionals in the country within 

next two years.

Each year SLLA conducts training sessions for the professional development o f different 

library sectors and the discussions are underway to promote good development practices 

through the libraries with the support o f the UN Information Centre in Sri Lanka. Also 

discussion are currently in progress to develop mechanisms to work closely with the National 

Library Service Board of Sri Lanka to increase the awareness o f the public and school 

librarians in the country on SDGs and in turn to implement them in their respective libraries. 

The necessary resources will be accessed through the UN Information Center in Colombo.

Development Activities for Community Outreach

The UN Information Centre in Sri Lanka has conducted SDG Awareness Sessions targeting 

the youth population in the country. The outreach programmes included lecture series for 

more than 1500 youth covering all 9 provinces of the country with the support of civil 

society organizations such as the UN Association of Sri Lanka and the Universal Peace 

Federation and the other UN organizations in Sri Lanka. UNIC also conducted Awareness 

Sessions for undergraduates in Jaffna, Wyamba Universities, National Institute o f Social 

Science as well as in American National College. Few school programmes in Galle, Kalutara 

and Malambe were conducted. A SDG exhibition at the Youth National Event (Yovunpura) 

in Mihintale was organized on the invitation of the National Youth Services Council. UNIC 

has translated some resources on SDGs to the local language and is in the process o f sharing 

them with the libraries.
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Development Activities of the Library Sector in Sri Lanka

When looking back it is visible that the librarians o f Sri Lanka have been actively involved in 

the development activities o f the country. The National library organizes different events in 

the public libraries to increase the reading habits o f Sri Lankans. Librarians o f the National 

Environment Authority go out to the rural areas and conduct awareness session on protecting 

the environment and conduct quizzes and other competitions on environment related issues. 

University librarians share their knowledge and skills by conducting outreach activities to 

improve the lives o f the people. School librarians organize knowledge sharing sessions with 

other under resourced librarians and also organize information literacy programmes for the 

staff and students through innovative activities. Most o f the libraries in Sri Lanka have 

digitized catalogues and the users are able to access the information easily. Some public 

librarians visit under resourced areas and provide library facilities. The outcome of the 

increased library service can be measured by the high literacy level (95.7% according to 

Department o f Census and Statistics, 2012) in Sri Lanka and a medium human 

development??? according to the UNDP Human Development Report 2015 as per 

information is a key to the development. The evidence shows that many Sri Lankans have 

participated in the “My World Campaign” too! My World Campaign is the opportunity given 

to the general public and youth in particular to vote for the goals they wanted and the 17 

goals were finalized after considering all the factors.

Conclusion

The United Nations Secretary General has said that “The 2030 Sustainable Development 

Agenda demands that any policy, plan or action considers the most vulnerable. It says we 

must prioritize social goals and the integrity of the planet and transform our economy. It 

summons us to look beyond national borders and short-term interests and act in solidarity.” 

(United Nations, 2016)

The libraries are trusted 'institutions by the government and the general public. Therefore the 

existing resources can be used to promote the global development agenda. There should be 

proper advocacy programmes to empower the librarians and in turn the users and the general
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public. Therefore attention should be drawn to the library sector to promote the global 

development agenda. If necessary, the curricula o f the Library Schools could be amended 

and libraries should partner with development agencies and the relevant local and global 

bodies to develop the existing resources. It is essential that Librarians take a pro active role 

in this regard. . Globally the steps are taken by IFLA, locally SLLA is ready to support the 

initiative and now the librarians should wake up for the call.

(Disclaimer: The views and opinions expressed in this article are those o f the author and do 

not necessarily reflect/ represent the views of the United Nations)
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